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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


Eugene Eisenmann 


N THE EASTERN two-thirds of the country 

a cool, wet spring was followed by an un- 

usually pleasant and cool summer, with ample 
rainfall in most areas. Farther west, conditions varied 
locally, with severe drought in the Southwest. Some 
observers in the Northeast express the view that the 
cool spring delayed the breeding of certain land birds; 
others noted that a few marshes were too flooded for 
optimum reproduction. On an over-all basis the 
nesting season was very satisfactory. The effect of 
one season’s weather is ordinarily hard to assess. In 
marginal areas, such as the Mt. McKinley region of 
Alaska, the consequences are more immediately strik- 
ing. A season of heavy snow will not only reduce 
the food supply of resident gallinaceous birds but 
may increase predator pressure upon them when 
there has been a fall in the number of rodents. 

Tendencies discernible in recent years continue to 
be evident. A number of southern species (notably the 
herons) are steadily extending their breeding ranges 
northward. In the case of the herons this is surely 
an overflow of the southern colonies as a consequence 
of protection. In the case of some land birds, it prob- 
ably represents the effect of a series of mild winters— 
despite the interrupting cold spells of 1955-1956. One 
notes breeding extensions of prairie birds eastward 
and forest birds westward. It is likely that man’s 
activities have contributed to these superficially con- 
tradictory tendencies. In the East, clearing of wood- 
land still continues, opening the way for grassland 
species, while in the more arid expanses to the west, 
tree growth has been promoted not only by planting, 
but by flood prevention along river valleys. Certain 
apparent breeding extensions may represent only 
better coverage of the area by more observers. But 
some fluctuations in the range boundaries of any 
species have always naturally occurred as a result of 
periodic fluctuations in its population. 

The filling in of the marshes and tidal mud 
flats about urban areas continues on both coasts, and 
is rapidly destroying feeding grounds for migrant 
ducks and shorebirds. The city bird-watcher would 
be hard put to find a variety of these species were it 
not for refuges, sanctuaries and parks. 

Shearwaters and Petrels —A Manx Shearwater was 
in Massachusetts, an Audubon’s picked up in Florida; 
150,000 Sooties on July 2 off San Francisco, Calif. 
An Ashy Petrel was found dead in California, but no 
nests were discovered on SE Farallon, where it was 
formerly an abundant breeder. Leach’s Petrel was 
found nesting on Tatoosh Island, Wash. 

Boobies and Frigate-birds—The White-bellied 
Booby was seen off Pensacola, Fla. On one day 224 
Magnificent Frigate-birds were seen along the Missis- 
sippi Gulf coast; one in southern California. 
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Ibises and Herons.—White Ibises were seen in 
Massachusetts and Tennessee, and there is a belated 
record of one taken in Ontario in 1955; an un. 
recorded breeding colony of 10,000 is brought to 
light in Alabama. Glossy Ibises are nesting in both 
Carolinas, in New Jersey and probably in Virginia. 
Newman, pointing out that the White-faced Ibis 
without white feathers occurs throughout the year, 
questions whether sight records of the Glossy Ibis 
outside the breeding range can be relied upon. The 
Roseate Spoonbill did well. Herons are generally in- 
creasing, particularly the Snowy Egret in New Jersey 
and New York. The Am. Egret is extending its 
breeding range northward in Michigan, New York 
and Massachusetts. 

Cattle Egret—Seven were noted in Virginia; it 
was found nesting in numbers in Louisiana, eight 
months after its discovery there; nests were found 
also in both Carolinas, in salt water environment. At 
the AOU meeting Virgilio Biaggi reported that this 
species is common in Puerto Rico and had been found 
nesting on a mangrove islet. In all probability the 
Florida population made its’ way northward from 
South America through the West Indies, where 
this species was long overlooked. 

W aterfowl—Trumpeter Swans are to be found 
on almost every pond in northwestern Wyoming, 
though this was an unsuccessful breeding season. 
There is a new Ontario breeding ground of Lesser 
Snow and Blue Geese. The Red-breasted Merganser 
bred in North Carolina. Gadwall are now breeding in 
Virginia; Blue-winged and Green-winged Teal in 
Massachusetts and Virginia; Shovellers on Long 
Island, New York; and Pintails on the Upper Pen- 
insula of Michigan. The Mottled Duck is steadily 
declining in Texas. 

Vultures and Hawks.—A Black Vulture was seen 
in Massachusetts. The Turkey Vulture is continuing 
to move northward in western Massachusetts and 
northern New York. Swallow-tailed Kites were carry- 
ing nesting material in Alabama. Mississippi Kite is 
breeding in Oklahoma, and 73 were seen in one day 
in Louisiana. Swainson’s Hawk is breeding farther 
east in Oklahoma and Iowa. 

Rails.—The first Clapper Rail nesting records for 
Massachusetts are reported. 

Shorebirds —A Lapwing was seen in New Bruns- 
wick, and the Ruff in New Jersey. In one day 55 
Hudsonian Godwits were seen in Massachusetts. 
There was a poor flight of Marbled Godwits on 
Pacific Coast. The Long-billed Curlew is declining as 
a breeder in Montana. The Willet bred farther north 
in New Jersey. Am. Avocets, for the second yeaf, 
summered in New Jersey, though there was no evi- 
dence of breeding. There were great numbers of 
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Willets, Am. Avocets and Black-necked Stilts on 
Great Salt Lake on July 3. 

Gulls. Terns and Alcids— A Horned Puffin was 
found dead on the San Francisco beach. The Great 
Black-backed Gull increase was reflected by its pres- 
ence in Florida during June and July. Herring Gulls 
bred for the second year in Maryland. A Royal Tern 
was seen in Massachusetts; this species has been 
appearing regularly every summer on the south shore 
of Long Island. A Caspian Tern colony was dis- 
covered in Saskatchewan. The first nesting of Fors- 
ters Tern in New Jersey in about 75 years is re- 
corded. Gull-billed Terns nested in Alabama and 
Louisiana, and acted as if on territory on Long 
Island. The Sooty Tern was recorded in Mississippi 
and Louisiana. 

Doves.—There was a great increase of nesting 
White-winged Doves in the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas—estimated to number 234,000! 

Flycatchers—The Eastern Phoebe is extending its 
breeding range well into Mississippi. The Vermilion 
Flycatcher is breeding farther north in New Mexico 
and Oklahoma. The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was 
seen in California. The Tropical Kingbird was at 
Galveston Island, Texas. The Traill’s Flycatcher is 
extending its range southward in Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia and Ohio, and two singing males were in 
North Carolina; it was also noted as unusually com- 
mon in Quebec and western New York, and nested 
for the first time in Rhode Island. 


Ravens through Mockingbirds—Common Raven 
nests were found in North Carolina and West Vir- 
ginia. The Chestnut-backed Chickadee is extending its 
range east of San Francisco Bay. The Brown-headed 
Nuthatch hatched two broods in North Carolina. The 
Carolina Wren is extending its range northward in 
western New York, Massachusetts and Ontario. The 
Mockingbird nested in two localities on Long Island, 
New York. 

Vireos and Warblers—A Warbling Vireo was 
seen in South Carolina. Prothonotary and Yellow 
Warblers hybridized and raised young in Ontario. 
The Yellow-throated Warbler was recorded in Colo- 
rado; Tennessee Warbler in Arizona; a flock of Red- 
faced Warblers near El Paso, Texas. The Am. Red- 
start bred for the first time in South Carolina. The 
Blue-winged Warbler has been extending its range 
northward, and is now breeding in Ontario. 

Icterids, Tanagers, Finches—The Brown-headed 
Cowbird is increasing on southern Gulf Coast and in 
California, and is now breeding north to Vancouver 
Island. The Yellow-headed Blackbird is extending 
its breeding range eastward to central Iowa; it was 
seen also in Massachusetts. Hooded Orioles are 
increasing as breeders in California. The Hepatic 
Tanager was seen in Colorado. Dickcissels in un- 
precedented numbers were in eastern Wyoming, Wis- 
consin and southern Minnesota. The Evening Gros- 
beak is still increasing as a breeder in northern New 
York, Vermont, New Hampshire and Quebec. 





REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 
June 1 to August 15, 1956 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.— 
Generally, the trend of cool weather that charac- 
terized the spring months continued throughout the 
summer. Using the Bos- 
ton weather data as an 
indication of the general 
weather picture, the 
months of June, July 
and August were only 
1.6° above normal. 
Notably absent were the 
scorching, muggy heat 
waves that so often blight 
the New England sum- 
mers. Only 10 days had 
temperatures of 90° or 
higher as against 27 days 
last summer. There was 
a serious rainfall defici- 
ency which by the end 
of August was 3.0 inches. 
The effect of the ex- 
traordinarily late and 
cold spring cannot yet be evaluated in terms of nest- 
ing success. However, there are small indications that 
some species of warblers were either late in nest- 














ing or had a poor nesting season. Both the Cape May 
and the Bay-breasted Warbler which normally start 
to filter through the Region in early August did not 
show up until late August. Although never common in 
this Region, there was a nearly total lack of Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos. This lack probably cannot be ascribed 
to the cold spring and summer but is more likely an 
indication that the species has not yet recovered from 
the calamitous fall of 1954. There were a number of 
unusual nesting records for Massachusetts: Am. Egret, 
Clapper Rail, Black Skimmer, Winter Wren, and 
Loggerhead Shrike. The number of Mute Swans nest- 
ing along the Rhode Island shore continues to grow 
by leaps and bounds. Unfortunately, no attempt was 
made to count the numbers of pairs and cygnets, but 
there was a late summer count of two flocks of swans 
that totaled over one hundred birds. 

Grebes—A few Horned Grebes that were prob- 
ably summerers were reported at Manchester, Mass., 
Aug. 1. 

Shearwaters and Petrels —Good numbers of shear- 
waters were seen at sea off Monomoy, Aug. 11. In- 
cluded were a Manx Shearwater, and a gray-phase 
Sooty Shearwater, which was collected (Morgan). 
This is apparently the first record for the gray-phase 
Sooty in the northwestern Atlantic. On the same trip 
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over 2000 Wilson's Petrels were seen. 

Herons and Ibises—There was a poor southern 
heron flight this year although several species were 
noted. Am. Egrets nested on an island off Man- 
chester, Mass. This is the third nesting record for 
Massachusetts and the second nesting site. A pair 
appeared to be nesting again at South Hanson, Mass. 
but the nest was not located. A Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron was present again at Marshfield, Mass., 
where the species has nested previously, and reports 
were received from several other areas in Massa- 
chusetts. A second record for Massachusetts of the 
White Ibis was reported by Douglas Sands on Aug. 
4 at Wrentham. The bird was sitting in a tree beside a 
highway and stayed there long enough for Mr. Sands 
to bring Mr. Albert Bussewitz to the spot for cor- 
roboration. Since it was not collected the species still 
remains on the Massachusetts hypothetical list. 

Swans.—There were families of Mute Swans in 
nearly every small pond along the Rhode Island shore 
and some of the larger ponds supported two or three 
pairs. 

Ducks.—Green-winged and  Blue-winged Teal 
nested on the Parker River Wildlife Refuge at 
Plum Island. The usual summering ducks were re- 
ported: Pintail, Am. Widgeon, Am. Golden-eye, Old- 
squaw, Am. Eider, White-winged Scoter, Surf Scoter 
and Am. Scoter. On June 15 a male Harlequin Duck 
in brilliant plumage was seen from Kent's Island, Bay 
of Fundy, New Brunswick, by Charles E. Hunting- 
ton. A male Ruddy Duck was seen at Plum Island, 
Mass. in late July, and what appeared to be a sum- 
mering flock of 12 Ruddy Ducks (adults and imma- 
tures) was first seen at Middletown, R. I., Aug. 7, 
and stayed for the remainder of the month (James 
Baird). Fifteen young Hooded Mergansers were noted 
at Plum Island on Aug. 26 (Ruth Emery). 

Hawks —A Turkey Vulture was reported from 
Falmouth, Mass., July 31 (R. Grayce), and a Black 
Vulture spent the month of July on the Outer Cape. 
It was seen for the last time on Aug. 11. Bald Eagles 
were rather scarce and were reported from only three 
localities. 

Rails—A pair of King Rails with 5 young was 
seen at Newbury, Mass. and another pair nested in 
Newburyport and raised 4 young (C. deWindt). 
Nesting Clapper Rails were found in Barnstable 
(Norman Hill), June 17, and in Eastham, June 26 
(Robert Clem). Both nests had 10 eggs. The Barn- 
stable nest was photographed and on July 3 the 
female was seen brooding 5 newly-hatched young 
while 4 unhatched eggs remained. On July 11 the 
nest was deserted and badly battered by rainstorms. 
The finding of this nest constitutes the first breeding 
record for the Clapper Rail in Massachusetts. Several 
summering Am. Coot were reported from both 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Shorebirds.—Miss Barbara Proctor saw and heard 
a Lapwing on White Head Island, New Brunswick, 
June 20. Amazingly enough, Mr. Chauncey C. Nash 
also saw and heard a Lapwing some twenty minutes 
later on Nantucket Island, New Brunswick. Mr. Nash 
feels certain that the bird that he saw was the same 
one as seen by Miss Proctor and not a different one. 
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Am. Golden Plover were reported from many places 
in Massachusetts. As many as 26 Hudsonian Curley 
were reported from Plum Island, Aug. 10 (Dorothy 
Snyder). Upland Sandpipers were found in good 
numbers and it appears that they had a successfyl 
nesting season. However, judging by the migrating 
flocks that were seen passing over Rhode Island 
they were possibly delayed in their nesting since these 
migrating flocks were from two to three weeks late. 
A few Willets were seen on the Outer Cape and an 
estimated 2000 Red Knots were seen at Scituate. 
Mass., Aug. 4 (Higginbotham). Peak numbers of 
Eastern Dowitchers were reached at Newburyport, 
Mass. on July 29 when 1000 were observed (R. 
Emery and M. Argue). There was a fairly good flight 
of Stilt Sandpipers throughout the southern part of 
the Region in early August. One Marbled Godwit was 
seen at Newburyport, Aug. 18 (CdeW), and in late 
July 5 were reported from Monomoy, Mass. (M. W. 
Maclay). The peak of the Hudsonian Godwit flight 
reached Monomoy in late July when 55 were seen 
(MWM). 

Phalaropes.—A few Northern Phalaropes were 
seen at sea off Monomoy, Aug. 11, and Wilson's 
Phalaropes were reported from Monomoy, Hampton 
Beach, N. H. and Point Judith, R. I. 

Gu'ls and Terns.—An Iceland Gull was found at 
Salisbury Beach, Mass., July 20, and was last seen 
there, Aug. 13 (Kieran). The Massachusetts terns 
had a good nesting season: at Plymouth Beach, 8000 
Common Terns and 100 Least Terns were seen during 
August, while on the Outer Cape, 18,797 tern chicks 
were banded and 2852 adults (mostly Common 
Terns) were also banded (O. L. Austin). Forster's 
Terns were first seen on Aug. 12 (Henry Wiggin); 
an immature Sooty Tern was well observed at Nauset, 
Mass., Aug. 9 (Griscom); a Royal Tern was seen at 
Chatham, Aug. 11 (Higginbotham) ; a Caspian Tern 
was seen at Ipswich (D. Garrison), and scattered re- 
ports were received of Black Terns, although not in 
large numbers, and a nesting report from Belgrade, 
Maine, stated that the young were out of the nest by 
July 13 (Parsons). A pair of Black Skimmers was 
seen at Sampson's Island, Cotuit, Mass. in June 
(Cutler), but the nest was not found until August 
(Mrs. D. E. Higgins). Skimmers were also reported 
from Chatham in July and five remained through 
August. 

Cuckoos, Owls, Flycatchers—Very few Yellow- 
billed and Black-billed Cuckoos were reported. Barn 
Owls were found nesting in Lexington, Mass., Mid- 
dletown, R. I., and Jamestown, R. I. A Short-eared 
Owl was seen in North Middleboro, Mass. (Romaine 
and K. Anderson), and two Saw-whet Owls were seen 
in Arlington, Mass. A Traill’s Flycatcher’s nest was 
discovered in early July in southern Rhode Island by 
Kraus, the first breeding record for the state. An 
early Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was reported from 
Chatham, Mass., Aug. 8 (Griscom). 

Swallows, Wrens, Thrushes—Tree Swallows be- 
gan flocking by July 21, and young Rough-winged 
Swallows in Newburyport left the nest, July 14 
(CdeW). Twelve young Purple Martins left their 
nests on the Parker River Wildlife Sanctuary on 
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Plum Island, Aug. 8. This is the second successive 
year that the Purple Martin has nested there and 
represents an extension of their range in Massachu- 
setts. A pair of Winter Wrens that nested in North 
Middleboro, Mass. was first discovered on June 11 
(Romaine). The nesting was successful and 3 young 
were raised. The Winter Wren is an uncommon 
nester in Massachusetts and this represents a south- 
eastward extension of their range in the state. A 
Short-billed Marsh Wren was seen and heard in 
North New Portland, Maine (Higginbotham), June 
28, and in certain areas in the Region there seems 
to be a lessening in the numbers of Long-billed 
Marsh Wrens. Eastern Bluebirds are apparently still 
down in numbers. Loggerhead Shrikes nested in 
Danvers and also in Newburyport, Mass., each nest 
containing 4 young. This is the first time in 50 
years that the Loggerhead Shrike has nested in 
Massachusetts. 

Warblers —The early southward migration of 
warblers was notably poor this year with both the 
quality and the quantity poor until the end of August. 
Migrants that were reported included: Worm-eating 
Warbler in West Newbury, Aug. 4 (CdeW); Mag- 
nolia Warbler, Prairie Warbler, and Canada Warbler 
were seen on Plum Island, Aug. 12 (RE, MA), 2 
Louisiana Water-thrushes were reported from James- 
town, R. I., Aug. 12 (M. Davenport), and Am. 
Redstarts were reported from Middletown, R. L., 
Aug. 2 (JB). In West Newbury a male Golden- 
winged Warbler and a female Blue-winged Warbler 
were observed feeding two young Brewster's Warblers 
out of the nest (E. E. Barry), and the Yellow-breasted 
Chat bred successfully in Newburyport (CdeW ). 

Blackbirds, Dickcissels, Sparrows.—A few flocks of 
migrating Bobolinks were seen in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island in early August. One hundred Eastern 
Meadowlarks were seen at Squantum, Mass., Aug. 7. 
A Yellow-headed Blackbird was found in Arlington, 
Mass. (E. Frost), Aug. 2. Two early Dickcissels were 
teported from Chatham, Aug. 11 (P. W. Smith, L. 
Vaughan), and Roxbury, Conn., Aug. 14 (Clapp). A 
Lark Sparrow was seen at Newburyport, Mass., July 
29 (CdeW), and one at Rockport, Mass., Aug. 4 
(RG).—JAMEs Bairp, Norman Bird Sanctuary, Mid- 
dletown, R. I., and RuTH P. EMERY, Massachusetts 
Audubon Society, 155 Newbury St., Boston 16, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—In the 
northern part of this Region, particularly, the weather 
during the nesting season was abnormally cool and 
tainy and nesting was late; it was remarkable that 
many young of passerine birds were being fed during 
the second half of August and even later; an un- 
usually high water level in lakes and marshes inter- 
fered with birds nesting in such habitats. Insect food 
was not plentiful but a heavy crop of cones on spruce 
and fir indicates abundant and ample food supply 
for many birds during the fall and winter. 

Loons through Cormorants—Common Loons were 
reported in large numbers and dispersed in unusual 
Places. This probably indicated that the persistent 
high water had drowned out the customary nesting 


sites. The breeding of 
the more adaptable Pied- 
billed Grebe seemed gen- 
erally successful. 

One Sooty Shearwater 
was reported off Jones 
Beach, Long Island,. on 
June 10 (G. Carleton). 
In a flight of shearwaters 
off Shinnecock Inlet, L.:I. 
on Aug. 15, all of the 
birds that could be pos- 
itively identified were 
Cory’s. Approximately 
500 Wilson’s Petrels 
passed Jones Beach on 
June 10 (¢P. Buckley) 
and on July 23, after a 
storm, 1 of this species 
was taken near Brielle, 
N. J. (G. M. Seeley). A colony of 150 nests of 
Double-crested Cormorants at Ile aux Pommes, Temis- 
couata Co., Que. was reported on June 14 (L. 
Lemieux ). 














Herons.—Am. Egrets have been common; a nest- 
ing at Jones Beach is the second for western Long 
Island (Alperin, ef al.) and the heronry on Fishers 
Island, L. I. shows an increase of 14 nests (H. L. 
Ferguson, Jr.). In the area about Binghamton, N. Y. 
the arrival of this species was early, as it has been 
for the past two years (L. Bemont). Additional rec- 
ords of this egret are from Quechee, Barnard and 
Burlington in Vermont. Thirty-five were seen at 
Vishers Ponds, near Schenectady, N. Y. on Aug. 12 
(Schenectady B. C.) and others were found in Jef- 
ferson County to the north. Several single birds were 
reported from the vicinity of Syracuse, N. Y. and 
from 4 to 7 were at Oneida Lake, N. Y. from mid- 
July to mid-August (Onondaga Aud. Soc.). Seven 
were at Hackettstown, N. J. on July 13 (J. Zamas) 
and 5 were on Franklin Pond in Sussex County, 
N. J. on July 25 (E. Cherepy). 

At Jones Beach, L. I. from 80 to 90 pairs of 
Snowy Egrets were reported with 100 to 150 young 
(J. Bull, et al.) and on July 1 at the Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge 4 young Snowy Egrets were banded 
(Mayer, P. W. Post). It is estimated that 800 birds 
of 5 different species occupy the Jones Beach heronry 
—in addition to the Am. and Snowy Egrets there 
are 4 or 5 Little Blues, 40 pairs of Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons and 30 pairs of Black-crowned 
Nights (a most unusual condition where the num- 
bers of Yellow-crowned exceed those of the Black- 
crowned); a Louisiana Heron was at the heronry 
on July 8 (PWP, et al.), A heronry made up of 
about 200 nests of Black-crowned Night Herons was 
found in Montmagny County, Que. (F. Hamel, 
et al.). An imm. Yellow-crowned was at a reservoir 
near Nyack, N. Y. on July 21 and 22, the second 
record for the area (Rockland Co. Aud. Soc.). An 
adult Little Blue Heron was at Navesink, N. J. on 
July 7 (GMS). There were but few reports of the 
Least Bittern: 1 at St. Albans, Vt. on Aug. 11 (Betty 
Ball); in Massachusetts 1 at Longmeadow on June 
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1 (Bates) and a pair at Pittsfield (Schumacher). 

W aterfowl.—Blue-winged Teal had a good nest- 
ing season in the vicinity of Syracuse, N. Y., the 
breeding population there being about double that 
of last year (O.A.S.); a pair of these teal and a nest 
were found in the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge, L. I. 
on June 9 (E. Whelen). On July 8, at the same 
refuge, a 9 Shoveller and 11 downy young were re- 
ported (PWP), the first breeding record on Long 
Island for this species in recent years. Wood Ducks 
had a satisfactory nesting season near Syracuse, N. Y. 
but it was late, an incubating 9 being seen in early 
July and 3 day-old young at the end of that month 
(O.A.S.). In the area about Watertown, N. Y. the 
nesting season for this species was highly satisfactory 
(J. B. Belknap) as it was also in northwestern 
Connecticut (A. A. Saunders). In northern New 
Jersey, however, nesting was below normal. In early 
May there were 10 pairs of Ring-necked Ducks in the 
vicinity of Lake Memphremagog in Vermont; on 
Aug. 8, 2 broods of downy young were seen there 
(S. D. Rowden). Twelve adult Am. Golden-eyes and 
20 young were found in the Connecticut Lakes area 
of New Hampshire (Vera Hebert, e¢ al.). In the 
nest of a pair of Hooded Mergansers at Deposit, 
N. Y. 24 eggs were found, 23 having hatched by June 
6 (Wilson). This abnormal clutch probably indicates 
that other females were using the same nest, perhaps 
Wood Ducks. 

Hawks.—There were no encouraging reports that 
nesting hawks had shown an increase, and the reverse 
was probably true. Turkey Vultures continue to press 
northward; 1 was reported near Watertown, N. Y. 
in mid-July (D. Gordon, fide JBB); 5 or 6 were 
seen near Schenectady, N. Y. where none was found 
last summer (S.B.C.); at Four Brothers Island in 
Lake Champlain, N. Y. 1 was seen, apparently feed- 
ing on the dead in a gull colony (T. A. Lesperance) ; 
other reports indicate that this species was well rep- 
resented in western Massachusetts. One Black Vul- 
ture was seen at Ashley Falls, Sheffield, Mass. on 
June 23 (S. W. Bailey). At Wading River, L. I. a 
nest of Red-shouldered Hawks with downy young 
was found on May 19 (G. S. Raynor). Pigeon 
Hawks were not uncommon during the summer in 
Saguenay County, Que.; 6 were seen on Aug. 1 and 
3 on Aug. 2 (G. Moisan, J. Normandin). 

Grouse and Bob-white—Reports indicate that 
Ruffed Grouse had a successful nesting season in 
Quebec (R. Cayouette, et al.) and also in Vermont 
around Burlington (Marion L. Smith) and in the 
central Green Mountains (A. M. Decker). Numbers 
were rather high at Topsham, Vt. (A. and E. Mac- 
donald) but low at Woodstock in eastern Vermont 
(T. S. Fillebrown). In Sullivan County, N. Y. these 
grouse were numerous (K. D. Niven). Spruce Grouse 
were frequently noted about the Connecticut Lakes 
in northern New Hampshire (VH) and the species 
had a good nesting season in Quebec (RC, ef al.). 
Bob-whites were seen or heard at Williamsburg, 
Mass. on June 3 and 8, and at Deerfield, Mass. on 
June 22 (Hirth). 

Rails and Coots —A King Rail and 8 young were 
seen at Fairhaven near Rumson, N. J. (G. D. Stout). 
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Virginia Rails were rather numerous in the Vicinity 
of Burlington, Vt. (MLS). Am. Coots bred abund. 
antly in the Hackensack Meadows, N. J. (F. Wol. 
farth) and a pair nested on Aqueduct Pond, Prince. 
ton, N. J., and produced a brood—this is the first 
breeding record for the area (C. H. Rogers). 

Shorebirds, Jaegers, Gulls—aA few Piping Plover 
were at Sandy Pond in eastern Lake Ontario until 
early July. There was no indication of breeding, for 
crowds of people now occupy the beaches there and 
planes use the site for landing (Onondaga Aud. 
Soc.). In northern New Jersey, Am. Woodcock had 
practically disappeared after the late spring snows 
(Elsie S. Weig). Upland Sandpipers showed almost 
double the usual number of nesting pairs near Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. (F. Scheider, et al.); the species was 
found in two new locations in Hunterdon County, 
N. J. and on Long Island 3 birds were seen at Hemp. 
stead on June 4 (J. J. Elliott); 2 were at Orient, 
L. I. throughout August (R. Latham). A Purple 
Sandpiper was still at Atlantic Beach, L. I. on June 6 
(JJE). In early June many jaegers, mostly Parasitic, 
were seen off southern Long Island; later, on July 
21, at Riis Park, L. I. 19 were recorded, all Parasitic 
(PWP, et al.). A Glaucous Gull remained at Union 
Beach, N. J. from June 1 to July 23 (W. F. Sand- 
ford); over 50 Great Black-backed Gulls summered 
on the Hudson River off Piermont, N. Y. (RAS). 
Nesting colonies of Herring Gulls are increasing in 
size and number on Fishers Island, L. I. (HLF, Jr.). 
An adult Black-headed Gull (L. ridibundus) in win- 
ter plumage was seen at South Amboy, N. J. on Aug. 
18 and 19 (I. H. Black) and at the same location a 
Little Gull was seen on Aug. 19 (IHB, WFS). 

Terns, Skimmers.—Inlet Island at Moriches Inlet, 
L. I. formerly supported a large breeding population 
of terns and skimmers but it was abandoned when a 
dense growth of vegetation covered the sand. Later 
fresh sand was washed in and in the past season about 
1000 Common Terns, 1 pair of. Roseate Terns and 
100 Black Skimmers nested. On July 26, R. Wilcox 
saw 2 adult Gull-billed Terns over the Island that 
vigorously protested his presence. On Aug. 4, al- 
though no Gull-billed Terns were seen there, 2 adults 
were seen about a mile away. An immature was seen 
also but not associated with the adults (GSR, ef al.). 
The nesting colony of Common Terns at Sandy Pond, 
Lake Ontario, has been practically wiped out (O.A5.). 
A Royal Tern was at South Amboy, N. J. on Aug. 
19 (IHB, WFS) and 2 Caspian Terns were seen at 
Sackets Harbor, N. Y. on Aug. 14 (JBB). Two Black 
Terns were reported on June 26 in L’Assomption 
County, Que. (W. Gaboriault). 

Doves.—Mourning Doves were abundant in north- 
ern New Jersey (ESW, Ella C. Black) and they 
were also numerous in northwestern Connecticut 
(AAS); they continue to increase in central and 
northern Vermont (MLS, AMD). Seven were seen at 
Ste. Rosalie, St. Hyacinthe County, Que. on June 15 
(JN). 

Cuckoos.—Throughout the Region Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos were very scarce and, although some locali- 
ties reported the Black-bills numerous, they too were 
below normal in numbers; both species were very 
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scarce in the vicinity of Syracuse, N. Y. (O.A.S.) ; the 
numbers may have been influenced by the local ab- 
sence of Tent Caterpillars. At Northampton, Mass. a 
Black-bill was heard singing at 11 p.m. on Aug. 12 
(S. A. Eliot); the last Black-bill song at Canaan, 
Conn. was heard on Aug. 17 (AAS). 

Ouls—The numbers of Barn Owls continue to 
decrease in the vicinity of Morristown, N. J. for many 
former nesting sites have been destroyed (ESW); a 
pair was present as usual on Fishers Island, L.I. but 
apparently did not nest (HLF, Jr.). There is a nest- 
ing record of the species at Granby, Mass. (Clement). 
A Horned Owl, almost full grown, was seen in an 
old heron’s nest at Lafayette, N. J. (Johnson). 

Nighthawks, Hummingbirds, W oodpeckers.—There 
was a marked decrease in the numbers of Common 
Nighthawks on Fishers Island, L. I. as the former 
nesting sites are now grown up with brush (HLF, 
Jr.); in a small flock of Common Nighthawks at 
Franklin Lakes, N. J. a complete albino was seen 
(F. W. McLaughlin). On Aug. 6 at Shaftsbury, Vt. 
a Ruby-throated Hummingbird was found incubating, 
perhaps a second nesting (BB). Red-headed Wood- 
peckers are considered rare nesters in Jefferson 
County, N. Y. but several pairs have appeared in the 
Perch Lake area where 2 nests were found (JBB). 

Flycatchers—Eastern Kingbirds were unusually 
abundant, particularly so in northern New Jersey 
(ECB); in Quebec 10 were seen in Valcartier, Que- 
bec County (C. Aimé) and 4 at Pointe Taillon, 
Chicoutimi County (JN). Crested Flycatchers also 
were plentiful throughout. At Topsham, Vt. a pair of 
Eastern Phoebes settled in an old nest of a Barn 
Swallow, the young leaving this nest on June 24. 
For a second brood the phoebes selected a second 
swallow’s nest a few feet from the first (AM, EM). 
Two Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were seen at the 
summit of Slide Mountain, over 4000 ft., in the 
Catskills on Aug. 4 (J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.). 
Traill’s Flycatchers nested at Hackettstown, N. J. 
(JZ). On June 9 a Traill’s was singing at West 
Long Branch, N. J. and the song was heard in the 
area until the end of June; one was seen on July 8 in 
nearby Oceanport; there have been no records in this 
section for 20 years (GMS). The Traill’s Flycatcher 
was surprisingly scarce or quite absent throughout 
northwestern Connecticut (AAS) and this was also 
true in western Massachusetts; the species was un- 
usually numerous in Quebec (RC, et al.) and around 
Syracuse, N. Y. (O.A:S.). 

Swallows.—Bank Swallows were very numerous, a 
colony of 120 nests being found at Andover, N. J. 
(ECB); 1 of about 600 nesting holes was reported 
near Burlington, Vt. (BB) and several colonies in the 

r St. Lawrence River Valley (JN). Large post- 
breeding concentrations of Bank Swallows were re- 
orted in Jefferson County, N. Y. on July 19; one 
xk was estimated at 1500 adult and young birds, 

inother flock at about 1000 individuals (JBB). 
ugh-winged Swallows were reported north to 
averill, N. H. (WH). Young Barn Swallows had 
ft their nests between July 10 and 15; 4 later 
ods were still on the nests on Aug. 21 (AM, EM). 
migration concentrations of Barn Swallows were 


forming on Aug. 8 in L'Islet County, Que. (RC, 
et al.). A small colony of Cliff Swallows was estab- 
lished at Springdale, Sussex County, N. J. but the 
usual colony near Newton, N. J. was not reestablished 
as the barns where nests were formerly built had 
been recently painted (ECB); a 75-nest colony was 
reported at South Canaan, Conn. (AAS) and one 
of 150 nests at Highmarket, Lewis County, N. Y. 
(JBB). The recent colony of Purple Martins on 
Staten Island, N. Y. has prospered (M. P. Weingart- 
ner); there are now several well-established colonies 
in the vicinity of Blairstown, N. J. In Iberville 
County, Que. 150 Purple Martin nests were re- 
ported (JN). 

Jays to Wrens.—Gray Jays were fairly common 
at Pittsburg, N. H. (VH, et al.). The first resident 
population of Fish Crows on Fishers Island, L. I. 
was established this summer (HLF, Jr.). Red-breasted 
Nuthatches have been very scarce throughout and 
particularly so in the central Green Mountains of 
Vermont (AMD); at Topsham, Vt. they were en- 
tirely absent but appeared on Aug. 1 (AM, EM); 
these nuthatches were seen on the top of Slide Moun- 
tain in the Catskills on Aug. 4 and 5 (J.B.N.H:S.). 
On June 4 a Brown Creeper was singing at Monti- 
cello, N. Y. at a site where the species has nested in 
past years at an elevation of 1400 ft. (KDN); 2 
Brown Creepers were at Williamsburg, Mass. on June 
9 (Graves) and in the Green Mountains of Vermont 
the species was reported as common (AMD). 

Wrens—House Wrens bred abundantly in the 
vicinity of Morristown, N. J.; on Aug. 15 a nest with 
5 eggs was found there; the late date probably in- 
dicated a third nesting (ESW). Despite the severe 
weather conditions of the past winter and spring, 
many Carolina Wrens survived the cold and storms 
at northerly points; 3 were at Glastonbury, Conn. 
on April 10 and later a nest was found, perhaps the 
property of all three (L. J. Whittles); a pair nested 
at the Delmar Game Farm near Albany, N. Y. 
(SBC); at Hadley, Mass. song was still heard in 
late July; on Staten Island, N. Y. a pair nested in 
the Moravian Cemetery (MPW). The Long-billed 
Marsh Wren seems to have disappeared from west- 
ern Massachusetts and the Short-billed was very in- 
frequent there (SAE); 10 of the latter species were 
counted at Napierville, Que. on June 3 (JN). 

Mockinghirds and Catbirds—Mockingbirds nested 
in increased numbers on Long Island and in northern 
New Jersey. A nest was found at Rockaway Beach, 
L. I. about July 8 (R. Clermont); the 4 young had 
left the nest by July 15. Two adults and 2 half-grown 
young were at a nest at Mecox, L. I. on July 28 
(GSR). In New Jersey a Mockingbird and nest were 
seen at Union Beach where the species has bred for 
the past 2 or 3 years (WFS); 2 pairs were at Mid- 
dleville on June 27 (Mrs. Herdman) and a single 
bird was at Paulinskill Lake on July 22 (D'Angelo). 
A Catbird with 6 young was found at Stanhope, 
N. J. on June 13 (Denmead); at Canaan, Conn. the 
Catbirds sang until Aug. 1 (AAS). 

Thrushes—Wood Thrushes were fairly common 
in northern Vermont, Burlington and Topsham; and 
a nesting pair was found on June 2 in Magog 
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County, Que. (JN); at Canaan, Conn. the latest song 
of the Wood Thrush was heard on Aug. 2 (AAS). 
Hermit Thrushes nested again at Comac, L. I. (JJE). 
Olive-backed Thrushes were common in the Green 
Mountains, Vt. as 16 were noted on Pico Peak on 
June 17 and 13 on Killington Peak on June 30 
(BB). This thrush is continually increasing in num- 
bers in the northern part of the Region. Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes were seen in Kilkenny Township, Cods 
County, N. H. in the same spot where this form 
(Bicknell’s) has nested for years (R. M. Hatch); 
this thrush was more numerous than usual on the 
highest peaks in Vermont in early July (BB). From 
all points it is noted that the Eastern Bluebird has 
come into the breeding season in greatly reduced 
numbers. 

Gnatcatchers, Kinglets and Shrikes—It might have 
been expected that after the relatively large flight of 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers last spring a number of breed- 
ing records would have been established in the south- 
ern part of the Region, but this was not the case; in 
two areas near Chatham, N. J. it was known that 
nests were built and that adults were in the vicinity 
until mid-August but no nests were found nor were 
any young seen (C. Hoiles). At Vishers Pond near 
Schenectady, N. Y. a gnatcatcher was singing on 
June 16, the only local record of the species there in 
5 years (S.B.C.). 

Golden-crowned Kinglets were found near the top 
of Slide Mountain in the Catskills on Aug. 4 
(J.B.N.H.S.). Both kinglets were commonly seen in 
the Connecticut Lakes area of New Hampshire, and 12 
singing Ruby-crowned were counted in early July 
(Edith M. Halberg); the latter species, which is 
usually very uncommon at the Quebec Zoo, was seen 
there on June 28 (RC); 3 were at Lac Trois 
Saumons, Que. on Aug. 9 (RC, et al.). A Logger- 
head Shrike feeding on large grasshoppers at Somer- 
set in southern Vermont at an elevation of 2000 ft. 
was an unexpected occurrence (AMD). In late June 
this species was reported from Napierville and from 
Richelieu, Que. (JN). 

Vireos—The White-eyed Vireo has decreased in 
numbers but the Yellow-throated Vireos show a gen- 
eral increase, markedly in northern New Jersey 
(ESW) and at Binghamton, N. Y. (LB). Solitary 
Vireos nested in Sullivan County, N. Y. near Monti- 
cello, the first nesting record for the area; on June 
4 the nest contained 1 cowbird and 4 vireo eggs 
(KDN). Near Chatham, N. Y. young Solitary Vireos 
left a nest on June 28 (Myra Smilow). A Philadel- 
phia Vireo was reported from Kilkenny Township, 
Coés County, N. H. where it probably nested 
(RMH) and one was still singing on Aug. 1 in 
Saguenay County, Que. (JN). In late July several 
Warbling Vireos were seen in the vicinity of Burling- 
ton and at Milton in northern Vermont. 

Warblers—A pair of Prothonotary Warblers 
nested at Princeton, N. J. (C. H. Rogers); again the 
Worm-eating Warbler was seen at South Egremont, 
Mass. (Bailey); on June 13 a Brewster's Warbler 
was still singing at Holyoke, Mass. (Smart); the 
Nashville Warbler was the most common summer 
warbler at Topsham, Vt. (AM, EM); at High Point 
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in the Catskill Mountains this species was found 
above 2700 ft. on June 16 (J.B.N.HLS.); at Rome, 
N. Y. this warbler was extremely common (O.AS,). 
An imm. 9 Cerulean Warbler was banded at North. 
ampton, Mass. on Aug. 6 (Mason); many Bay. 
breasted and Black-poll Warblers were noted in early 
July in Coés County, N. H. (RMH); Black-polls 
were numerous on Pico Peak, Vt. on June 17 (BB) 
and in the Catskills one was singing on the north 
slope of Slide Mountain on Aug. 4 (J.B.N.HS.). 

It appears that 3 pairs of Northern Water-thrushes 
nested in the vicinity of Norfolk in northwesterm 
Connecticut and, at a swamp on Bear Mountain in 
the same general area, 1 or 2 additional pairs were 
studied on July 1 (RMH); the Mourning Warbler 
shows a yearly increase near Syracuse, N. Y. and 1 of 
these warblers was trapped and banded at South 
Londonderry, Vt. on July 23 (Mrs. J. R. Downs); 
Yellow-breasted Chats summered in increased num. 
bers in the area in northern New Jersey about the 
National Historical Park at Morristown (ESW); 1 
sang through June in Northampton, Mass. (SAE) 
and until July 20 in Conway, Mass. (Rockwood). 
Canada Warblers still nest in the park at Morris. 
town, N. J. (ESW) and have been unusually abund. 
ant throughout their entire range. 

Blackbirds and Tanagers—Bobolinks were reported 
nesting in New Jersey at Hackettstown (JZ) and near 
Newton (ECB) ; the species is decreasing as a nesting 
bird in northern New Jersey as suitable areas for nest- 
ing are being appropriated. Although Eastern 
Meadowlarks suffered severely during the late spring 
snowstorms, they nested commonly throughout the 
Region. High water interfered with the nesting of the 
Red-winged Blackbirds and the late clutches were 
not at all successful. For the fourth consecutive year 
Orchard Orioles have returned to the same nesting 
site at Stone Ridge, Ulster County, N. Y. and on the 
usual date, May 11; they delayed nest building as the 
development of the foliage was late, but the young 
were off the nest by July 10 (J.B.N.H.S.). This 
species probably bred near Ashley Falls, Mass. for a 
family was seen in late July (Bailey). After the heavy 
spring migration of Scarlet Tanagers most reports 
indicated that the number of summer birds was 
subnormal. 

Finches and Sparrows.—The only Dickcissel re- 
ported was an adult ¢ at West Pelham, Mass. on 
June 2 (Seitz and Staples). Since 1949 Evening 
Grosbeaks have been increasingly common summer 
residents in the Adirondacks in New York (G. T. 
Chase) and, although recent nesters in Vermont, they 
have become numerous there; at Gaysville young 
were seen in mid-June (R. E. Bishop); these gros- 
beaks have nested in the vicinity of South London- 
derry, Vt. for the fourth summer and show increased 
numbers there. On Aug. 30 an adult Q brought 2 
young to a feeder; the usual date when the young 
appear at this point is July 1 (Mrs. J. R. Downs). 
In New Hampshire summering Evening Grosbeaks 
were reported from Columbia, Stark and Pittsburg 
(VH); in Quebec there were summer records from 
Rimouski County (R. McNeil) and from Bonaven- 
ture County (JN). Purple Finches were unusually 


repor 
Spar 
(P. | 
on t 
Conn 
(RM 
notec 


(JN, 








Ss); 
um- 


the 


| 
AE) 
d) 

rris- 
ind- 


rted 
near 
ting 
rest: 
tern 
ring 
the 
' the 
were 
year 
ting 
. the 
, the 
yung 
This 
or a 
eavy 
ports 
was 


| Te 
. on 


i 


numerous in the Adirondacks (T. A. Lesperance) and 
at Red Rock, N. Y. (MS); at South Londonderry, Vt. 
700 were banded during the summer (Mrs. JRD), 
and many young were being fed in early August. On 
the south shore of Oneida Lake, N. Y. a Purple 
Finch was seen on June 21. Two House Finches 
were at Greenwich, Conn. on June 30 (Carol 
Roesler ). 

Five Red Crossbills were at Pittsburg, N. H. on 
June 5 (VH) and 2 White-winged at East Lancaster, 
N. H. on Aug. 3 (RMH). There are several reports 
of Grasshopper Sparrows nesting in northern New 
Jersey but these continue to decline in numbers as 
suburban developments encroach on former habitats. 
In Onondaga County, N. Y. this sparrow has oc- 
cupied areas formerly used only by Henslow’s and 
Savannah Sparrows (O.A.S.).Henslow’s Sparrows were 
more numerous than usual around Schenectady, N. Y. 
(S.B.C.) but only one record came from western 
Massachusetts (from Egremont). The 2 Vesper Spar- 
rows at Pittsburg, N. H. in early July were the first 
reported occurrences from this area (EMH). A Lark 
Sparrow was seen at Mill Neck, L. I. on Sept. 3 
(P. H. Gillen, Jr.). A Slate-colored Junco was seen 
on the slope of Bear Mountain in northwestern 
Connecticut on June 24 but no nest could be found 
(RMH). A Chipping Sparrow feeding young was 
noted on Aug. 9 at Peribonka, Lake St. John, Que. 
(JN). White-throated Sparrows were very common; 
several were singing on Slide Mountain, Ulster Co., 
N. ¥. on Aug. 4 (J.B.N.H.S.); at Somerset, Vt. 4 
young were found at 2500 ft. elevation on July 22 
(AMD); at Granby, Mass. they were nesting in the 
same field with Prairie Warblers (Ballman). In the 
Connecticut Lakes area of northern New Hampshire 
2 Lincoln’s Sparrows were seen carrying food and in 
this vicinity 22 individuals were counted in early 
July (EMH).—CuHartes K. NICHOLS, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—Tem- 
peratures were below normal in June but close to 
normal thereafter. The northern part of the Region 
was very wet in 
June and July, 
with frequent 
storms of tropical 
intensity, bringing 
damage from flash 
floods and light- 
ning. The south- 
ern section was 
dry in June, but 
wetter than usual 
in July. 

Grebes to An- 
hingas—A _  Pied- 
billed Grebe with 
2 young was seen 
near Elverson, Pa., 
July 26 (Nevin Musser). One was found at Hollis 
Marsh Island, Westmoreland Co., Va., June 24 
(J. M. Abbott) ; and young in June at Stumpy Lake, 














Norfolk, Va. (W. F. Rountrey). Edward J. Reimann, 
on an ocean trip about 16 miles off Cape May, N. J., 
July 1, made an interesting count of 2 Sooty, 5 
Greater, and 400 Cory’s Shearwaters, and about 400 
Wilson's Petrels. There were 3 Anhingas at Stumpy 
Lake, Va. on June 12 (WFR) and 18 (Paul Sykes). 

Herons.—Herons in New Jersey, especially coast- 
wise, had a successful breeding season. Both Am. and 
Snowy Egrets were present in unprecedented num- 
bers, perhaps 2000, in the Brigantine Refuge, Ocean- 
ville, N. J. on July 29. This refuge, with its improved 
habitat, is becoming a must in the itinerary of bird 
students. A heronry at Fish House, above Camden, 
N. J. discovered by Fred Poole and A. H. Bernadou 
in 1952, had on July 3 about 20 Am. Egrets, 10 
Little Blue Herons, and 200 Black-crowned Night 
Herons. In Cape May County, Louisiana and Little 
Blue Herons are on the increase. A heronry on Hog 
Island, Virginia Eastern Shore, had an _ estimated 
number of nests on June 23, mostly with young, as 
follows: Am. Egret, 10; Snowy, 500; Louisiana 
Heron, 400; Little Blue, 60; Black-crowned Night 
Heron, 50 (F. R. Scott). At least 4 adult Cattle 
Egrets were present in Cape May County, N. J. 
through the summer, but no nest was reported. The 
first Cattle Egret for the season at Chincoteague Re- 
fuge, Va. was noted on March 31; then 2 on April 
4; 4 on April 11; 1 on May 21; 3 on May 28; and 
10 (at Piney Island) on July 5 (J. M. Valentine). A 
large Green Heron colony near Parramore Island, 
Va. still had 2 nests with 3 eggs each on Aug. 5, 
the young not leaving one of these nests until Aug. 
18 (FRS, C. C. Steirly, PS). A Least Bittern was 
seen at Elverson, Pa. June 30 (NM). 

Glossy Ibis.—Russell S. Fowler reported a nest of 
the Glossy Ibis, with 3 young perched nearby, on 
June 16, in the same tree in a heron rookery in which 
one was found last year, in Cape May County, N. J. 
In the same locality a nest with 6 pipped eggs was 
found on June 28 (EJR). At Hog Island, Va. Scott 
saw 5 individual Glossy Ibises on June 23, and a 
pair that appeared to be nesting. 

Geese, Ducks.—As is now normal, small numbers 
of Am. Brant lingered along the New Jersey coast 
all summer. Several species of diving ducks also sum- 
mered, mostly along the coast: scaup; Am. Golden- 
eye; Am. Scoter, at Stone Harbor, June 10 (D. 
Kunkle); Ruddy Duck, flocks up to 10; and Red- 
breasted Merganser. The last Snow Geese, 2, at Chin- 
coteague were seen on May 7 (JMV). At this refuge 
many species of ducks are now summering, and more 
and more are nesting, the minimum score of broods 


seen in 1956 being as follows: Mallard, 2; Black 


Duck, 33; Gadwall, 2; Am. Widgeon, possibly 1; 
Green-winged Teal, 1; Blue-winged Teal, 5 (JMV). 
Several pairs of Black Ducks nested at Stumpy Lake, 
Norfolk, Va. (WFR). At Byrd Park, Richmond, 
Va. a feral Black Duck mated with a Mallard, pos- 
sibly domestic, and produced at least 10 young (FRS). 

Rails, Coots, Gallinules—A Clapper Rail, a crash 
victim found at Philadelphia, Pa., April 15 (Fred 
Ulmer) is a noteworthy inland record. Young Am. 
Coots were found at Stumpy Lake, Va. during July 
(WFR). Abbott saw a Florida Gallinule in Dyke 
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Marsh, near Alexandria, Va., Aug. 12. 

Shorebirds—At Beach Haven Inlet, N. J. on June 
23 an Am. Oyster-catcher nest with 2 eggs was found 
(RSF); and 4 Am. Ovyster-catchers, 150 Piping 
Plovers and 3 Wilson's Plovers were seen (Edward 
Manners), all of these probably breeding birds. David 
Cutler saw 5 early Am. Golden Plovers at Tinicum, 
Philadelphia, July 27. M. S. Malloy watched an Am. 
Woodcock in a late flight performance at Springfield, 
near Alexandria, Va., June 17. Hudsonian Curlews 
were abundant in early August on the Virginia East- 
ern Shore (V. S. O.). Upland Sandpipers were again 
found in some numbers around Norfolk, Va. with 
a peak of 29 on Aug. 6 (PS). A Willet’s nest with 
4 eggs was found at Beach Haven Inlet, May 30 (R. 
F. Miller), the most northern New Jersey coast 
breeding record. At Beach Haven Inlet 12 White- 
rumped Sandpipers were seen on the very unusual 
date of June 30 (DC). Two Baird’s Sandpipers were 
watched at length at Cedar Island, Va. on Aug. 4 
(FRS, CCS, PS). A Marbled Godwit was noted on 
May 19 at Ocean City, Md., where it is very rare 
in spring (P. G. DuMont). A Curlew Sandpiper in 
transition plumage was seen at Beach Haven Inlet, 
N. J., July 28 (Floyd Wolfarth). A Ruff still in 
breeding plumage, dark phase, was found at the 
Brigantine Refuge on July 5 (William Forward, Ref- 
uge Biologist). The Ruff lost some of its dark 
feathers during the 10 days in which it was seen sev- 
eral times. One of the most exciting records at the 
same refuge was the appearance of 9 Am. Avocets 
on June 22 (Refuge Manager H. E. Whitley). On 
June 26 there were 17, all in breeding plumage ex- 
cept one. They were still present on July 29. There 
are no previous June records for New Jersey. A fe- 
male Wilson's Phalarope in breeding plumage was 
seen at the Brigantine Refuge on June 12 (WF), 
the first June record for New Jersey. 

Gulls.—Harry Mathews saw a second year Glau- 
cous Gull at Indian River Inlet, Del. on July 22, a 
very unusual record for the date; and Valentine and 
Scott made an even more unusual record of an adult 
Glaucous Gull at Assateague Island, Chincoteague 
Refuge, Va. on June 9, carefully comparing it with 
other gulls for size. Of equal interest was a late Ice- 
land Gull at Gibson Island, Md., June 4 to 6 (Mrs. 
W. L. Henderson, Mrs. G. Tappan). In their second 
year of breeding in Maryland, Herring Gulls had 6 
nests on Sharp's Island, Talbot County (R. L. Kleen). 

Terns, Skimmers.—At Brigantine Refuge 2 Gull- 
billed Terns were seen on July 26 (Dr. W. M. Par- 
ker); and a Forster’s Tern’s nest with eggs was 
found on June 27 (WEF), the first breeding record 
for New Jersey since 1879. Mrs. Mabel Gillespie and 
her son John identified an adult Arctic Tern at Beach 
Haven Inlet, N. J., Aug. 5. Viewed in a favorable 
light as it stood on the sand, the bill, tarsi, which 
appeared somewhat short, and feet were bright red. 
A Caspian Tern at Alexandria, Va., July 22 (JMA) 
is the first July record in the Washington area in 25 
years. A Black Skimmer colony at the south end of 
Cedar Island, Va. still had eggs in 19 nests on Aug. 
4 (FRS, CCS, et al.). On Aug. 18 eggs were just 
hatching in one of these nests, while there were 
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many new scrapes, six of them with 1 egg and one 
with 2. 

Ouls, Goatsuckers, Woodpeckers.—In Talbot 
County, Md. 13 Barn Owls were banded on June 39 
from 4 nests in duck blinds on Broad Creek (R. | 
Kleen). Elizabeth Lippincott heard a Chuck-will’s 
widow near Moorestown, N. J. from May 30 to 
June 15, the most northern record in the state for 
June. One was heard on May 24 and July 6 at Feder. 
alsburg, Md. (V. Wright). Young Red-headed 
Woodpeckers were found in a nest at Pleasantville 
Berks Co., Pa., July 13 (NM). A very much out of 
season Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was observed at Hoot 
Owl Estates near Medford, N. J. on June 17 by Alice 
Rogers; and another at Denton, Md. on June 20 by 
A. M. Thompson. 

Flycatchers, Swallows—A_  Traill’s Flycatcher's 
nest with 4 eggs was found at King of Prussia, Pa, 
July 3 (DC). A very late Acadian Flycatcher’s nest 
with 2 small young was discovered on July 28 at 
New Alexandria, Va. (JMA). A large colony of 
nesting Bank Swallows, perhaps 500 pairs, was Jo. 
cated in a sand pit near Bridgeport, N. J., 
(FP). 

Jays, Shrikes, W axwings.—Blue Jays have increased 
in recent years in the Williamsburg, Va. area until 
they are now common (J. H. Grey). Loggerhead 
Shrikes continue to press eastward in Virginia, both 
north (JHG) and south (WFR) of James River. 
Rountrey found a pair feeding young on the wing at 
Salem, Princess Anne Co., June 24, the first breeding 
record for the Norfolk area. Gordon Orians watched 
a pair of Cedar Waxwings build a nest at Fort 
Eustis, Va. during the week of June 20; and Roun- 
trey again found them nesting at Norfolk, Va. 

Vireos, Blackbirds, Tanagers—A Yellow-throated 
Vireo’s nest, with the brooding adult singing on the 
nest, was found 50 feet up in a maple on June 7 at 
Vineland, N. J., an unusual find for that place (EM) 
Ten male Bobolinks were noted at Sandtown, N. J. 
June 17 (AR), this number at the southern edge of 
the breeding range indicating a good breeding popv- 
lation there. A blackbird roost, estimated at 20,000 
birds and including Common Starlings, Purple Grack- 
les, Red-wings, and Brown-headed Cowbirds, was 
found near Elverson, Pa., June 30 (NM). A Sum: 
mer Tanager was seen and heard at Wyncote, Pa. 
May 20 (G. P. Marsello). 

Finches and Sparrows —Lawrence Corn watched a 
Blue Grosbeak pulling nesting material from the 
frayed end of a clothesline in his yard near Mason- 
ville, N. J., July 4. Two Red Crossbills with 2 young 
out of the nest were found at Harrisia, Burlington 
Co., N. J., July 24 (Frank McLaughlin). Several 
Henslow’s Sparrows, a species which seems to be 
missing from many breeding areas this summer, were 
found at Elverson, Pa., July 24 (NM).—Ju.ian K. 
PoTTER, 437 Park Avenue, Collingswood, N. J., and 
J. J. Murray, 6 White Street, Lexington, Va. 
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SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
Again this year June was abnormally cool and dry. 
By month’s end, a near-drought condition existed at 
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Columbia, S.C. 
Along the coast 
rainfall was 
late but ade- 
quate and the 
growing season 
was good. July 
was about nor- 
mal over most 
of the Region 
but there were 
some very wet 
spots in the in- 
terior. August 
brought very hot weather with promise of more heat 
to follow. The nesting season appeared to be pro- 
tracted, if not retarded. Reporting was unusually 
meager. Kuerzi, on the southern Georgia coast, 
found the season “generally normal or a bit below.” 
Generally, it was somewhat better than last year. 

Cattle Egrets were found esting in both Caro- 
linas. So were Glossy Ibises. Black-necked Stilts 
appeared in greater numbers than usual; a fledgling 
was captured near Hatteras. There were two singing 
male Traill’s Flycatchers in Wilkes County, N. C. 
A second brood of Brown-headed Nuthatches was 
raised at Charlotte, N. C. 

Loons, Grebes.—On July 28 and again on Aug. 
2 Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Norwood studied a Common 
Loon at close range just below High Rock Dam on 
the Yadkin River between Rowan and Davidson 
Counties, N. C. The bird was in immature plumage. 
It was still present on Aug. 30 and it was examined 
in detail through a 30X Balscope by E. B. and B. R. 
Chamberlain. It appeared to be a second-year bird. 
The nape and sides of the neck appeared to be 
streaked due to wet, disarranged feathers. A pair 
of Pied-billed Grebes nested at Ward’s Pond, 8 miles 
north of Rocky Mount, N. C. J. W. E. Joyner 
filmed the progress almost daily from nest building 
on May 23; at least 1 egg, May 30; 7 eggs, June 6. 
By June 28 the nest had been abandoned. An exam- 
ination of one of the eggs showed a three-quarter 
developed embryo. 

Egrets, Ibises—Two nests, each containing two 
young Cattle Egrets, were found on June 14 by 
David Adams and T. L. Quay ir the Battery Island 
heron colony at Southport, Brunswick Co., N. C. 
This first North Carolina breeding record is at 
a salt-water site, the first for which we have a record. 
Both pairs of adults were present. On June 23, three 
of the four young were banded by Adams and John 
Funderburg. At Charleston, S. C., July 8, P. H. 
Staats and Ellison A. Williams saw three Cattle 
Egrets feeding young at the Drum Island heron 
colony in the harbor. This first breeding record for 
South Carolina is also at a salt-water colony. J. B. 
Shuler, Jr., im company with Ronnie Langston, 
counted 12 Cattle Egrets near the Santee Gun Club 
tice fields at the mouth of the Santee River, on the 
upper South Carolina coast, June 30. They were 
with a small group of Snowies and Little Blues. Am. 
Egrets and Snowy Egrets were the most abundant 
species at the two nesting colonies at the Pea Island 
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Wildlife Refuge, N. C., where Manager Louis 
Turner estimated a season total of 600 nests and 
1900 young, for all species. Am. Egrets were inland 
early and in large numbers in North Carolina. About 
50 of them were on the Yadkin River at High Rock 
Dam, July 28 (JRN); 14 were in the upper Yadkin 
basin at Elkin, N. C., July 2 (Linville Hendren). 
Waters Thompson and David Adams noted the 
arrival of about 30 Glossy Ibises at the Southport 
heron colony toward the end of April. On May 18 
at least 12 nests were there, each containing eggs or 
young. By June 15 the young were climbing the 
brush and trees and by June 23 all but two had 
moved to join a group of 25 to 30 adults in an 
adjoining marsh. The two remaining young were 
banded. Thompson estimated a total of 20 ibis nests 
in the colony. Harry T. Davis found 6 Glossy Ibis 
nests in the Starvation Island heron colony near 
Beaufort, N. C., July 5 to 8, and banded one of 
the young. There were 180 other nests of four other 
species in the colony. Although this ibis was abun- 
dant in the Santee delta area, no nests were reported 
there. The first set of eggs of the Glossy Ibis to be 
reported in South Carolina was located by Ernest 
Cutts, April 26, at Drum Island in the Cooper River 
adjacent to the city of Charleston. (Young were 
found in a nest in the Santee area in 1947.) At 
“Gallinule Pond’ near Long Beach (Southport), 
N. C. Mrs. Cecil Appleberry, Clifford Comeau, and 
others watched an adult White Ibis followed by 4 
immature birds, July 24. Mrs. Appleberry feels 
certain that the young were raised close by. 
Ducks.—Black Duck production at the Pea Island 
Refuge was placed at 27 broods totaling 189 young. 
Gadwalls at Pea Island raised 267 young in 38 
broods. This is a slight decrease in Gadwall for the 
first time in several seasons there (LBT). Turner 
also reported 7 broods of Blue-winged Teal on the 
island. In the upper reaches of the Lumber River, 
near Lumberton, N. C., a single young Black Duck 
in the “flapper” stage was captured, May 29. The 
bird was examined by James Stephens who judged it 
to be between 45 and 50 days old. It definitely was 
not an adult in molt. This fresh-water site near 
Lumberton is noteworthy. At the Savannah National 
Wildlife Refuge, near Savannah, Ga., E. O. Mel- 
linger found, May 31, an adult Wood Duck with 
6 young which he estimated to be 5 days old, and 
another small brood of 6, June 3. These last were 
estimated to be 3 weeks old. At Lumberton, Stephens 
found the best Wood Duck nesting in five years and 
estimated 200 young raised in the vicinity. He fol- 
lowed the progress of 13 young raised in a cypress 
some 60 feet above the river. The whole brood 
reached flight stage and left the nesting site. A pair 
of Red-breasted Mergansers brought off a brood 
of 7 at the Pea Island Refuge. This appears to be a 
first for this northern breeder in North Carolina. 
Hawks.—Quincy Scarborough, Jr., and a companion 
flushed a Bald Eagle from its nest in a 90 ft. pine 
near Orton Plantation, Brunswick Co., N. C., Dec. 
31, 1955. A single immature Bald Eagle was seen, 
Aug. 4, near Newton, Catawba Co., west-central 
North Carolina (B. R. Chamberlain). An Osprey 
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was flushed from its nest, April 21, at Swan Quarter, 
Hyde Co., N. C. (JRN). Norwood also noted a 
Sparrow Hawk on Roanoke Island, Dare Co., N. C., 
April 19. 

Gallinules, Plovers, Stilts, Terns —At Lake Ellis, 
Craven Co., N. C., Mr. and Mrs. Matt L. Thompson 
and party found a total of five broods of Purple 
Gallinules, June 12 and 13, and July 4, 5 and 6. 
The young ranged from one to six in number. The 
Thompsons also located three broods of Florida 
Gallinules at Lake Ellis, July 6. As many as 7 chicks 
were in one of the broods. In a pasture 4 miles north 
of Elkin, N. C., E. M. Hodel saw about 50 Killdeer, 
July 30. An Upland Sandpiper was studied and 
photographed at Old Town farm, Rocky Mount, 
N. C. July 15. [he “Spotted Sandpiper” flight and 
wing quiver as the bird settled were noted. The site 
was an oat field cut over three weeks earlier (JWEJ). 
T. L. Quay reported a single Black-necked Stilt at 
Beaufort, N. C., May 19 to 20; twelve of these birds 
were counted near the mouth of the Santee River, 
S. C., June 10. Many of them were feigning injury 
but no nests were located (N. A. and B. R. Cham- 
berlain, Robert Edwards, et al.); at the Cape Hatteras 
Refuge area Mr. and Mrs. Irwin C. Hoover found 
and photographed a young stilt from a nest of four, 
July 28. Victor Kay reported the colony of Royal 
Terns at Romain Refuge, S. C. flooded out by high 
tides. The second nesting was successful. 

Cuckoos, Flycatchers, Larks.—Black-billed Cuckoos 
were calling on May 12 to 19 and June 29 to July 3 
on visits to western Halifax Co., N. C. and were 
thought to be nesting there (Thomas E. Street). 
An Acadian Flycatcher nest at Matthews, N. C. 
contained 3 eggs, May 26 (BRC). At North Wilkes- 
boro, N. C. elevation c. 1000 ft., 2 singing male 
Traill’s Flycatchers were found by Wendell P. 
Smith and Henry M. Stevenson. One of these birds 
was collected. This is believed to be the first evidence 
of breeding of traillii in North Carolina. An immature 
Horned Lark was seen at Elkin, N. C., June 24 
(EMH). 

Swallows.—Robert Overing and BRC watched a 
pair of Rough-winged Swallows taking food to 
young in a nest near Busick, Yancey Co., N. C., 
June 23. The nest was located in a drainage hole of 
the stone masonry of an overpass. The altitude of 
the site is approximately 3300 feet. Barn Swallows 
arrived at McClennanville, S. C. during the last week 
of March and again nested in the boat shed of the 
U. S. Wildlife Refuge there. Joyner found 2 pairs 
beginning a nest in an old barn six miles east of 
Rocky Mount, N. C., May 27. Quay reported nesting 
in small groups, June 14, 15, in the vicinity of 
Southport, N. C. Norwood found six Barn Swallow 
nests being built at the old lifeboat station near 
Hatteras, April 19. Two occupied nests were found 
at North Wilkesboro, N. C. about June 29 (WPS 
& HMS). At Elkin, N. C. young Purple Martins left 
five of the seven nests under observation, July 7. The 
remaining two nests were vacated on July 27 (LH). 

Raven.—On April 8, Quincy Scarborough, Jr., and 
companion found a Common Raven nest containing 
4 young (one dead) on Snake Mountain near Boone, 
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Watauga Co., N. C. Very few raven nests have been 
reported in this state in recent years. On June 7 
and 9, the Hendrens saw a Common Raven soaring 
above Mt. Mitchell. 

Chickadees through Waxwings.—Near the South 
Carolina coast, at Aynor, Horry Co., Mrs. G, E 
Charles noted a pair of Carolina Chickadees “house 
hunting” on March 3, and building in a bird house, 
March 12. Brown-headed Nuthatches, normally cred. 
ited with one brood a year, made news in the Nor. 
wood’s yard in Charlotte. Two broods were raised in 
a bird box. Nest building was first noted on March 
6 and food was being carried to the first brood, 
April 11, and 2 young were awing on April 26, 
New nesting material was being carried in on April 
30. The second brood hatched, May 21. This brood 
(5) perished, June 9 or 10, just as they were due 
to leave the nest. Excessive heat on the exposed box 
may have been the cause. Mrs. Norwood also re. 
corded a pair of House Wrens seeking possession 
of a box, April 30, from which a House Sparrow 
nest and eggs had been removed. A Brown Thrasher 
nest, 11 feet above the ground at Aynor, S. C. held 
3 young, April 9. This is a high location (20 ft. 
maximum—Bent) and an early date (GEC). At 
Edisto Beach, Charleston County, S. C. Mrs. Paul 
L. Atwood had an Am. Robin at her feeder, on the 
ground, June 3—a rare summer visitor there. Mating 
activities of Eastern Bluebirds were first noted at 
Charlotte, March 30 (JRN). Orrin Whetner found 
a Cedar Waxwing’s nest, July 8, at Lenoir, N. C. 
(fide Fred May). 

Vireos, Warblers —Yellow-throated Vireos seemed 
to be more abundant than usual in the Charlotte area. 
Near Jocassee, Pickens Co., S. C. within 3 miles of 
the North Carolina border (elev. approx. 2000 ft.) 
James B. Shuler, Jr., on July 21 watched a Warbling 
Vireo for 5 or more minutes at distances down to 
six feet. The bird was attracted by a Screech Owl 
imitation. Shuler had previously observed a nesting 
pair near Annapolis, Md. for several weeks. In the 
absence of a collected specimen this observation makes 
a second record for the Warbling Vireo, now on 
the South Carolina Hypothetical List. Six Mpyrtle 
Warblers were still present, May 20, on the Parkway 
in Alleghany Co., N. C. The latest date at nearby 
Elkin is May 6 (1950, 1954, 1956—-EMH). Hendren 
and Hodel noted a Cerulean Warbler at Elkin, May 
2, 3, 4; one was at North Wilkesboro, July 29 
(WPS). A mile south of Jocassee, $. C. noted above, 
Shuler found a female Am. Redstart feeding an 
immature bird out of the nest, July 21. Although 
suspected of breeding in this area, this appears to 
be the first actual record of the Am. Redstart 
nesting in South Carolina. 

Cowbirds, Finches —At Rocky Mount, N. C. about 
6 male Brown-headed Cowbirds were seen, June 28; 
on July 15 at nearby Old Town, a “large flock’ of 
both sexes as well as immature birds appeared 
(JWEJ). Norwood saw a flock of about 22, ap- 
parently all males, July 7, near Mint Hill, Mecklen- 
burg Co., N. C. A Blue Grosbeak nest with 4 eggs 
was found at Ashley Hall Plantation, near Charleston, 
S. C., May 27, a rare record for the coast (Ernest 








Cutts). Indigo Buntings were reported as unusually 
abundant on the upper North Carolina coast this 
summer. T. L. Quay commented upon their numbers 
in association with large numbers of Painted Bunt- 
ings. Of the latter he found singing males about 
every quarter mile from Atlantic Beach, N. C. to 
Salter Path (Outer Banks of Carteret County), June 
11. Up to five Dickcissels were reported at Spartan- 
burg, S. C., May 20. Several were carrying food 
but no nest was found (Gabriel Cannon). Mr. and 
Mrs. Linville Hendren saw a pair of Pine Siskins 
at very close range at the top of Mt. Mitchell, N. C., 
June 7 to 9; one was near Mitchell Inn, July 2, and 
one was at nearby Mt. Craig, June 14 (HMS). The 
Hendrens noted singing Henslow’s Sparrows in upper 
Yadkin Co., N. C., July 25. At Elkin, a single Vesper 
Sparrow was seen on July 25 and two, Aug. 12 (LH). 
One to three Song Sparrows were found singing at 
Salisbury, Rowan Co., N. C., May 29 and June 17 
(JRN); at Duck, in Dare Co., N. C. Joyner found 
singing birds between June 12 and 15.—B. R. and 
E. B. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—The summer of 1956 has 
been one of the most comfortable in Florida history. 
Only one station reported a daily maximum as high 
as 100° in June and then 
on only one day (the 
24th). On the other hand, 
nearly all stations reported 
deficits in average tempera- 
ture, and a minimum of 
48° at Sanborn Tower 
(Wakulla County) on the 
3rd tied the all-time state 
tetas record for June. Compara- 

eg tively cool weather con- 
tinued through July, but 
during that month the 
deficits were smaller and 
some stations had slight excesses in average tem- 
perature. Coupled with these lowered temperatures 
came badly needed rains in North Florida, but dry 
weather increasingly prevailed in the Peninsula and 
Keys. This resulted in a poor nesting season for 
wading birds and few large concentrations this 
summer in that part of Florida. Many North Florida 
stations, however, managed to erase rainfall deficits 
established earlier in the year, but were beginning 
to lose these gains as the period closed. 

Migration —It has been mentioned previously in 
this column that migrating birds may be anticipated 
in Florida, especially coastwise, during any part of 
the summer. Again this year north-bound migrants 
were recorded in early June and “fall” migrants 
before the end of that month. But the most spectacu- 
lar migration this summer was not that of the birds 
but the bird-watchers. By the early part of the period 
2 South Florida observers who had contributed 
heavily to these notes in the past were gone per- 
manently or at least for indefinite periods—Louis A. 
Stimson, of Miami, and Mrs. D. W. Hundley, of 
Key West. Their cooperation will be sorely missed. 
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Although having had less field experience, Ben and 
Sylvia Berkowitz, who moved away from Tallahassee, 
had submitted records of significance in each period 
of their residence here. Summer visitors to more 
northern or western climes include Karl and Marion 
Zerbe, Barbara Lund, and Lovett Williams, of Talla- 
hassee; Dennis Paulson, of Miami; and Frances 
Hames, of Key West. Even the writer was out of 
the state for a month early in the period. Such a 
mass exodus inevitably resulted in a decreased volume 
of records for this column. 

Nesting records —On a June 6 trip to a small 
offshore island in Wakulla County where Laughing 
Gulls have long nested, H. L. Stoddard and Leon 
Neel not only found the gulls thriving (90 to 95 
nests) and beginning to nest on a neighboring island 
but discovered the first positive evidence of the 
Cattle Egret’s nesting in the Tallahassee Division. 
A pair of Common Starlings nested a few miles west 
of Miami; both birds were seen carrying food to the 
nest hole on May 7 (Dennis Paulson). An increase 
of this species was noted around Clearwater, where 
flocks numbering up to 40 were observed in late 
July (Thomas A. Imhof). Other interesting records 
included 5 young Burrowing Owls out of a nest 
near Miami, June 8, and young Red-bellied Wood- 
peckers still in the nest (Joc. cit.), Aug. 12 (William 
B. and Betty Robertson, William G. Atwater). 

Shearwaters, Petrels and Pelicans —A sick Audu- 
bon’s Shearwater was picked up at Cocoa Beach 
on Aug. 14 by Lon Ellis and W. Foster White; there 
are about 12 state records, and this is the 7th to fall 
in the first half of August. Two large shearwaters 
seen 20 miles off Canaveral, July 12 (WFW), were 
of interest in that the Greater Shearwater has occurred 
in Florida waters only a few times and Cory’s not at 
all. At the same place a Wilson's Petrel was observed 
on June 12 (WFW), and another near the Marquesas 
on July 13 (Daniel B. Beard, fide WBR). A flock 
of 14 White Pelicans at Lake Kissimmee, June 13, 
may be the first summer inland occurrence for Florida. 
Single individuals remained in northwestern Monroe 
County until July 18 (WBR & Robert P. Allen) 
and near St. Marks Light until July 22 (Francis M. 
Weston and Burt Monroe, Jr.). 

Wading Birds.—A Cattle Egret near Oldsmar, July 
28 (TAI & George Palmer), is thought to be the 
first of record for the Tampa Bay region. Wood Ibis 
became comparatively uncommon in South Florida in 
June and July (WBR), but were present in about 
normal numbers in the Tallahassee Division. A 
notable concentration of Roseate Spoonbills was that 
of 350 near Cape Sable, July 12 (WBR & Ralph 
Miele). Four Am. Flamingos were seen at Lake 
Ingraham through July 26 (WBR & RPA). 

Waterfowl—A remarkably late Canada Goose 
unaccountably turned up at St. Marks Light on July 
29 (Horace and Janice Loftin). The bird had not 
been seen there earlier in summer either by visitors 
from Tallahassee or by Wildlife Refuge personnel, 
nor was it subsequently observed. In the same vicinity 
were a number of other interesting records: 5 late 
Blue-winged Teal, June 2 (BL); and singles of 
the Am. Widgeon, Pintail, and Ring-necked Duck, 
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Aug. 14 (HLS). It is likely that all of these had 
lingered there since spring, though barely possible 
that an early Pintail had arrived from the north by 
that date. Another summering Ring-neck was seen 
near Tallahassee, July 12 (HMS). 

Falcons and Gallinules—Sparrow Hawks, rare in 
summer near Tallahassee, arrive in numbers from 
the north during August. Individuals seen near Talla- 
hassee on July 24 and 31 (Robert T. Lynn) may 
have been very early migrants or may have summered 
in the vicinity. A migrating or wandering Purple 
Gallinule struck the television tower in northern 
Leon County on the surprising date of July 1 (HLS). 

Shorebirds.—Records of the Killdeer at 5 localities 
in South Florida (WBR, et al.) point to its increase 
as a breeding bird there. Early fall records were 
obtained for the Hudsonian Curlew at Wakulla 
Beach, 2 on July 14 (HMS, e¢ al.); Lesser Yellow- 
legs, 6 at Snake Bight, July 26 (WBR): dowitcher 
(sp.), 200 at Lake Ingraham on July 26 (WBR & 
RPA); and Sanderling, 3 in breeding plumage in 
Franklin County, July 21 (HMS, et al.). A Solitary 
Sandpiper near Tallahassee on July 12 (HMS) tied 
the earliest fall record for the state; and a Western 
Sandpiper at a temporary rain pool on a Florida 
State University parking lot, July 24 (HMS), proved 
to be the earliest for Leon County. Marbled Godwits, 
irregular in the Tallahassee Division, apparently turn 
up in summer as frequently as at other times of the 
year; this year 9 were seen off the coast of Wakulla 
County, June 6 (HLS & LN). Am. Avocets were 
found in the state for the first time in early summer. 
One capable of strong flight was seen at Snake Bight, 
June 13 (WBR); one seen on the Banana River at 
Canaveral on July 9 and 12 (WFW), like the first, 
was in breeding plumage. A Red Phalarope, never 
before recorded in Florida in summer, was definitely 
identified 16 miles off Canaveral on Aug. 17 
(WFW); others there were tentatively referred to 
this species by the ship's captain on June 11 and 
Aug. 4. An early Wilson’s Phalarope was present 
at the Cocoa Causeway on Aug. 7 (WFW). 

Gulls and Terns.—The first Florida summer record 
of the Great Black-backed Gull was obtained near 
Canaveral when an immature was seen on June 16 
and 18 and July 14 (WFW); on the last date an 
immature Herring Gull afforded good comparison 
of size and color. Albino Sooty Terns were reported 
from the Dry Tortugas, Aug. 2 to 11 (John & Lauri 
DeWeese): one was entirely white with pinkish bill 
and legs, the other a partial albino of light tan color 
and with a bluish gray bill. Single Caspian Terns 
were found at Snake Bight, July 3 and 27 (WBR & 
Finn Salomonsen). 

Cuckoos, Goatsuckers, and Kingfishers—A dead 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo at the TV Tower in Leon 
County, July 19 (HLS), confirmed other evidence of 
its early fall migration. A survey of the Florida Keys 
revealed no nighthawks on June 29 and 30 except 
on Key West where the Cuban subspecies was present 
(WBR, BR, & Haskell Curry). Previous literature 
had indicated no hiatus between the breeding range 
of this race and the Florida race (chapmani). A 
Belted Kingfisher near St. Marks Light, June 16 
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(RTL), may have been a very early arrival from 
farther north as the species is generally absent from 
the coastal area around Tallahassee in late May and 
much of June. 

Wood peckers, Flycatchers, and Swallows. —A Red. 
headed Woodpecker was seen near Miami (where jt 
is rare) on July 11 (Mrs. Eugene C. Miles, Jr.). A 
Crested Flycatcher at the TV tower on the morning 
of July 4 (HLS) may have indicated the beginning 
of the fall migration for that species. Unusually early 
Tree Swallows appeared near St. Marks Light on 
July 21 and 22 (FMW & BM) and Paradise Key, 
50 on Aug. 6 (David Karraker, fide WBR). Early 
Bank Swallows were located near Princeton on Aug. 
3, and 3 Purple Martins at Gould’s, June 15 (WBR). 
A Barn Swallow near St. Marks Light, July 21 (FMW 
& BM), was early; but 2 other records fall between 
the normal spring and fall migration periods—near 
St. Marks Light, June 16 (RTL), a bird resting on 
wires, and at Franjo (Dade Co.), June 22 (WBR) 

Crows and Wrens—An Am. Crow was found on 
Key Largo, July 8 (WBR & BR); it is thought to 
be uncommon on the upper Keys. Extremely early or 
summering Short-billed Marsh Wrens were singing 
at Lake Jackson (Leon County), Aug. 4, and on the 
prairie near Live Oak Point (Wakulla County), Aug. 
18 (HMS, e¢ al.). 

Cathirds, Thrashers, and Robins —The first summer 
record of the Catbird in the Southern Peninsula was 
made on July 23 when Mrs. Roberta Knight and 
Hazel J. Bradley studied one near West Palm Beach. 
Summering Brown Thrashers were encountered at 
several localities from Miami to a point 3 miles 
southwest of Florida City; none of these were in 
native habitats (WBR). Two more indications of 
Am. Robins summering in South Florida came to 
light. One was seen at Boynton Beach on May 14 
(though not subsequently) by Mrs. Louis Merckel 
(fide HJB); another at the east entrance of the 
Everglades National Park in pine woods, Aug. § 
(David Karraker, fide WBR). 

Warblers —Two species arrived on record-breaking 
dates for their respective divisions: the Yellow- 
throated Warbler at the mouth of Lostman’s River 
(Monroe Co.), July 29 (tie; WBR). Also early, but 
not exceptionally so, were the Cerulean and Kentucky 
Warblers at the TV tower in Leon County, Aug. 4 
(HLS); another Kentucky was seen near Shadeville 
the next day (HMS). A very late northward-migrating 
Blackpoll Warbler was seen in Miami on June 5 by 
Eva S. Dickie. A Yellow-breasted Chat was still sing- 
ing near Lake Iamonia (Leon Co.), Aug. 4 (HMS). 

Orioles, Tanagers, and Finches.—An extra-limital 
record of the Spot-breasted Oriole was established 
at Pine Island (Everglades National Park), May 3 
(DBB, fide WBR). Summer Tanagers were located 
at 5 sites in pine woods near the southern edge of 
their breeding range around Miami (WBR & WGA). 
There were indications of southward extensions in 
the breeding ranges of the Blue Grosbeak and Indigo 
Bunting this year. The grosbeak was found in summer 
for the first time in Wakulla County: 2 near the 
entrance to the St. Marks Refuge south of Newport, 
June 2 (BL); and a male in full song near Panacea, 
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July 21 (HMS, ef al.). On the latter date a male 
Indigo Bunting was singing about 2 miles from this 
spot (HMS, ef al.), and 2 males were located near 
Gainesville, July 19 and 20 (DP); but a more ven- 
turesome male sang persistently 350 miles farther 
south at Florida City, June 19 to July 9 (WBR). 

Corrigendum: The Henslow’s Sparrow record at 
Lake Jackson mentioned in Audubon Field Notes, 
9:254, was made on March 5, not March 1—HENRY 
M. STEVENSON, Biological Sciences Dept., Florida 
State University, Tallahassee, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
—Following on from a late, cold spring, the summer 
was cool and moist. A warm period from June 5 to 
15, with maxima in 
the nineties, served 
to raise an  other- 
wise chilly June 
close to normal 
temperatures, but 
July was cool 
throughout as mean 
temperatures ran 
from 2° to 6° be- 
low normal. Even 
in the southern part 
of the Region, mini- 
mum __ temperatures 
dropped into the 
fifties on over half 
of the days of the 
month and in the north occasionally fell to the high 
forties. August and early September continued in the 
same fashion, and the summer passed withvut the 
occurrence of anything that might be designated as 
a heat wave. 

It is not yet clear what effects the seemingly in- 
clement weather had on population levels and breed- 
ing success. This is due largely to the lack of com- 
parable data necessary for an intelligent assessment. 
We do have a quite definite report from Louise 
deK. Lawrence, of Rutherglen, near North Bay, Ont. 
She says: 

“Delayed spring arrivals still continued to come 
in throughout the first two weeks of June . . . Nest- 
ing in general was delayed therefore, but some retar- 
dation in the progress of the nesting cycle was 
observed also in birds which had arrived in May or 
were residents. Thus prolonged periods were observed 
for the interval between completion-of-nest and 
egg-laying in Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, the nest- 
life period of Hairy Woodpecker and Veery, and 
the incubation period for Veery. In this, the definite 
scarcity of insects appears to have been the chief fac- 
tor. The Mayflies did not swarm as usual, and a 
great scarcity of moths and other insects existed. The 
sapsuckers sucked sap to a much greater extent than 
previously observed in a number of years during 
their nesting season and fed their young berries 
(elderberries), also never before observed. 

“There was a definite decline in the number of 
birds taking up territory in the Pimisi Bay study 














area, particularly in warblers, Hermit Thrushes, Olive- 
backed Thrushes, Winter Wrens, Red-eyed Vireos, 
Least Flycatchers, Scarlet Tanagers. Absent 
Black-billed and Yellow-billed Cuckoos, 
Grosbeaks and Indigo Buntings.” 

Mrs. Lawrence did report extraordinarily high 
nesting success in July—‘I know of only two pairs 
of birds that did not produce a fledged family at 
their first attempt.” 

Elsewhere, the position was not so clear-cut. In 
the Ithaca, N. Y. district, Sally Hoyt reported 
“spotty”  distribution—Wood Thrushes, Veeries, 
House Wrens, Am. Redstarts few or absent in some 
areas, but present in normal numbers in others; nest- 
ing tended to be late and nesting mortality high. 

In the extreme east, David Hurrie at Brockville, 
Ont. found some species more plentiful—Common 
Nighthawk, swallows, Wood Thrush, Purple Grackle, 
Scarlet Tanager, Indigo Bunting—and others less 
numerous—Pied-billed Grebe, Ruffed Grouse, Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, and Eastern Bluebird. 

At Dorion, on the north shore of Lake Superior 
(475 miles west-northwest of Rutherglen), J. Mur- 
ray Speirs and Doris Huestis Speirs found bird popu- 
lations at a high level, comparable to that of the 
previous year, and nesting success reasonably good. 

A personal impression gained in visiting all but 
the far northern portion of the Region was that 
pockets of low passerine density did exist in various 
parts of the east, but were not evident west of Lake 
Nipigon. 

Studies of fall migration may shed further light 
on the subject. Frank Smith, who banded 1200 warb- 
lers in late summer and early autumn last year on 
the southern shore of Rice Lake, Ont. this year finds 
his “catch” running well below last year, but it is 
still too early to say whether this may be ascribed 
to delay in migration or an overall drop in numbers. 

Red-necked Grebe-——Four broods of this species 
were seen by H. G. Lumsden at Lillibelle Lake, near 
Cochrane, Ont. on July 20. 

Pelicans, Herons.—A White Pelican at Hamilton 
Beach and Dundas Marsh (western end of Lake 
Ontario) on July 13 and 14 (G. Munger, G. North, 
R. MacLaren) was certainly misplaced. During the 
summer, small numbers of Am. Egrets visited many 
areas in southern Ontario from Lake St. Clair in the 
west (H. Wressell) to Kingston in the east (A. E. 
Garwood). A Snowy Egret seen at Oshawa by George 
Scott on June 10 was the first reported for the north 
shore of Lake Ontario. 

White Ibis—Herewith is a belated but hitherto 
unpublished first record of White Ibis in Ontario. 
Two were seen at Clayton, near Ottawa, on Oct. 13, 
1955; ome specimen was taken and is now in the 
collection of A. E. Bourguignon of Ottawa (fide 
W. E. Godfrey). 

Whistling Swans—As in 1955, a few seemed 
unable to keep up the pace on the long spring migra- 
tion. One was seen at Kettle Point, Lake Huron 
(H. Woolfenden) on June 6; 3 at Cobourg, June 
6-13 (G. Bennett), and 9 at Port Nelson, Ont. (M. 
Lucas) on June 13. The last report was of 2 at Dun- 
das Marsh on July 2. 
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Geese.—The time seemed past when important 
new discoveries of goose-breeding grounds could be 
made on this continent, but such a find was made 
this summer by H. G. Lumsden who, from the air, 
saw 3 major concentrations of Blue and (Lesser) 
Snow Geese with small young on nesting grounds 
about 15 miles west of Cape Henrietta Maria and 
close to the shore of Hudson Bay. A count of 530 
adults and small young was obtained from one side 
of the aircraft only, no count being made from the 
other. His first impression was that the colonies were 
fairly evenly divided between Blues and Lesser 
Snows, but he later felt that because the Snows were 
more conspicuous, the Blues actually comprised more 
than 50 per cent of the population. This marks the 
fifth-known breeding ground for the Blue Goose, 
and the first in Ontario. Indians have said that this 
breeding ground has existed for many years, but 
there is still some question as to whether it is oc- 
cupied every year. 

Ducks.—A successful breeding season in the Lake 
St. Clair district was reported by Conservation Of- 
ficer A. Roberts for Black Ducks, Mallards, Wood 
Ducks and Pintails. In the northwest, Pintails ap- 
peared in considerable numbers at Fort William on 
Aug. 10 (A. E. Allin) and remained in the area. 

Ruffed Grouse, Quail——Grouse continued on the 
up-grade in the Fort William district, where many 
broods were seen (AEA). Bob-white were more 


numerous in eastern Kent County, but down in sur- 
rounding areas (HW). 

Waders —Returning in good numbers, shorebirds 
have been widely reported since Aug. 10, and were 


plentiful along Lake Ontario and Lake Erie by late 
August. A Ruff spent several days at Rockhouse 
Point, Ont. (Lake Erie) in mid-August (A. Schaffner, 
R. Brownstein), and a Marbled Godwit was seen 
there on July 22 (Harold H. & Mrs. Axtell, B. 
Nathan, H. Mitchell). A  Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
was also seen there on Sept. 8 (HHA). Northern 
Phalaropes turned up at Presqu’ile, Ont. on Aug. 
26 to 28 (3, K. F. Edwards); Rockhouse Point on 
Sept. 8 (1, HHA); and Sarnia on Sept. 11 (1, 
HBW ). 

Gulls, Terns—Three hundred Bonaparte’s Gulls, 
presumably non-breeders, remained about Cobourg 
Harbour and Peter's Rock during July (GB). The 
colonies of Ring-billed Gulls and Common Terns on 
High Bluff Island, Presqu’ile, Ont. have increased 
steadily in the past few years and reached a new 
high this year, amounting to several thousand birds 
of each species (O. Kelly). A few Caspian Terns 
also summered there but there is no evidence of their 
breeding in the vicinity. Black Terns are reported 
on the increase at Beatty’s Point, near Ottawa (V. 
Humphreys). 

Doves, Cuckoos.—Mourning Doves were reported 
down in numbers at Brighton (OK) and Brockville 
(DH), but elsewhere enjoyed a good season. Black- 
billed and Yellow-billed Cuckoos were scarce, the 
latter particularly so. 

Barn Owl.—Ten Barn Owl eggs were found inside 
a tower at Essex, Ont. on June 17 by F. Lewis and 
M. Field. This species breeds regularly but very 
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sparingly in the Region and this constitutes a new 
nesting site. 

W oodpeckers—A hybrid Yellow-shafted x Red. 
shafted Flicker was found dead outside the Royal 
Ontario Museum, Toronto (S. Downing, E. H. Tay. 
lor), and now reposes in the bird collection. Suc. 
cessful nestings of Pileated Woodpeckers were 
reported from widely separated parts of the Region, 
At Melbourne, the only-known breeding place for 
Red-bellied Woodpeckers in Ontario, different broods 
were observed on June 29 and July 28, the widely 
separated dates suggesting they might possibly have 
been raised by the same pair of adults. Another pair, 
seen in courtship display in mature woods west of 
the village of Shetland, Lambton Co. in late May 
might have nested there (WG). 

Flycatchers.—A pair of Acadian Flycatchers nested 
at Point Abino, Ont., where the nest was found on 
July 22; 1 young was reared (Winston and Mrs. 
Brockner, W. Ray and Mrs. McCann). Prior to this 
record, Rondeau Provincial Park was the only known 
nesting site for this species in Ontario. A Western 
Kingbird was identified with care (HHA, Mrs, 
HHA) south of Dunnville, Ont. on Sept. 3. 

Swallows.—Small colonies of Bank Swallows noted 
by F. H. Helleiner and Ken. MacDonald in August 
in the Abitibi Canyon and at the mouth of the Abit- 
ibi River qualify as among the most northern in the 
Region. A Barn Swallow banded on May 17 at 
Point Pelee by Wishart Campbell was recovered on 
June 11 at Milan, Ohio—some 44 miles due south 
and across Lake Erie. This is the first concrete 
evidence of the so-called “‘reverse’’ migration noted 
each spring in the Pelee area. 

Wrens.—Except in the Ithaca area, House Wrens 
seem to have made a good come-back from last 
summer’s low level. The northeastward extension of 
the Carolina Wren noted in Audubon Field Notes 
10: 249 was given added substance by two breeding 
records. An adult with 2 young was seen at Tiffany 
Falls, near Hamilton, Ont. on July 7 (J. Dowall, 
G. North); at Canton, 5 miles north of Cobourg, 
Carolina Wrens raised 1 brood on the estate of a 
Mr. Stewart in June, and a second nesting, with 5 
eggs, was begun but eventually abandoned (GB). 

Vireos.—Red-eyed Vireos, though still common, 
seemed less numerous in many parts of the Region. 
Yellow-throated and Philadelphia Vireos were scarce. 
A singing White-eyed Vireo was collected north of 
Akron, N. Y. on July 18 by R. D. Coggeshall. 

Warblers —aA few warblers were found south of 
their normal nesting range in this Region well into 
the summer, for example: a Parula Warbler singing 
at Tollendal, Barrie, June 17 to 26 (F. Westman) and 
another at Ancaster on July 7 (JG, GN). 

The suspicion that Blue-winged Warblers now 
breed regularly, if sparingly, in southern Ontario 
was supported by 2 breeding records in the Hamilton 
area. On July 3, 2 adults were seen feeding 1 young 
at Ancaster (GN, RM), while at Milton on July 10, 
Huber Moore found a male Blue-wing paired with 
a female Golden-wing, feeding small young in the 
nest. The family was collected by J. L. Baillie and 
is now in the Royal Ontario Museum. Plumages of 











the young showed Brewster-type coloration. These 
are the first breeding records for the Blue-winged 
Warbler in Ontario. 

Unquestionably the most bizarre warbler find of 
the year was a male Prothonotary Warbler mated 
with a female Yellow Warbler at Point Abino. 
The nest was found by B. Nathan, A. Schaffner and 
R. Stein on June 24, and the young taken to Dr. 
A. A. Allen, of Cornell University, who raised them 
alive. Plumage development showed them to be 
authentic hybrids of the two species mentioned. 

Meadowlarks —D. Perks and Mrs. H. McDougall 
found a meadowlark (species not determined) at 
Port Credit that had a unique repertoire of songs— 
one was fairly orthodox Eastern Meadowlark with 
a few embellishments, but the other two were un- 
mistakable and truly whistled Cardinal songs! It main- 
tained a territory through June, but is not believed 
to have been successful in attracting a mate. 

Fringillids —Evening Grosbeaks were numerous 
in Algonquin Park, rather less so in the Cochrane, 
Chapleau, and Fort William districts. White-winged 
Crossbills were numerous and conspicuous all across 
the north. White-throated Sparrows remained to breed 
in the Brockville area during the summer—farther 
south than is usual. At Dorion, a Lincoln’s Sparrow 
nest was found by Neil Atkinson on June 24 and 
the day-to-day development of the young was studied 
in detail by Dr. and Mrs. Spiers—WILLIAM W. H. 
GUNN, Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 187 High- 
bourne Road, Toronto 7, Ont. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—The weather in gen- 


eral was cool and wet. Wide fluctuations in tem- 
peratures and turbulent storms occurred. Throughout 
West Virginia, for example, things 
happened like this: Terra Alta, 
She which ordinarily has a high rate 
of precipitation, was pelted for 13 
out of 16 days the latter half of 
June. In mid-summer central West 
Virginia was inundated with about 
four inches of rain that fell during 
one storm. At Wheeling, July 
temperatures were more than 5° 
lower than for the same period in 
1955. The Ohio Valley section 
generally was drenched and a new 
yearly record was on the way to 
being set for 1956. By late August, 
the temperatures ranged between 
45° and 50° during the coldest 
parts of the night. 

In eastern Ohio the same general pattern was 
corroborated by William C. Baker. Salem and Youngs- 
town experienced wetter and cooler conditions in 
June, July and August. Millport, in southern Colum- 
biana County, however, received less than average 
Precipitation in July. 

In the Ohio section, drought of the past several 
years is still having its effect on some of the marsh 
birds. Although the lakes and marshes are full this 
year, a lack or scarcity has developed among some 

















species like the ‘“‘white’” herons, Am. and Least Bit- 
terns, Virginia Rail, Florida Gallinule, Marsh Hawk, 
both Marsh Wrens and Swamp Sparrow. 

Good coverage for the entire Region was far 
from complete. Fred W. Behrend and Henry M. 
Stevenson made a number of excursions in the Great 
Smokies and Maurice Brooks made significant ob- 
servations at several stations in West Virginia. The 
latter reporter found large summering populations of 
Red Crossbills, below 2000-foot elevation, in late 
July and early August in Greenbrier County, W. Va. 
One male was found in full song. 

A nest of the Canada Goose was found in Ash- 
tabula County, Ohio, April 26 (G. W. Richter, fide 
WCB), and a mated pair apparently on territory 
was observed at Hartstown, Pa., May 30 (GWR and 
James Bruce). A male Purple Finch was on territory 
at Salem, Ohio, until Aug. 4. Evidence of breeding 
was not established but young showed up at the 
same site last year (WCB). 

In correspondence dated August 10, Maurice 
Brooks commented to the effect: ““We are having very 
heavy swallow migrations. There are thousands of 
Purple Martins roosting on television aerials all over 
town (Morgantown). Over 1000 Barn Swallows 
flew over our place last night. They are about normal 
as to dates, but the big martin concentrations did not 
come last year until Sept. 3 to 6. One aerial outside 
my office had over 800 birds by actual count.” 

Herons.—A_ smattering of records came in on 
herons. A Little Blue in white plumage was located 
on a farm pond near Valley Bend, Randolph Co., 
W. Va., Aug. 2 (MB). Six Am. Egrets, 7 Green 
Herons, and 5 Black-crowned Night Herons were 
observed on the Ohio River at Wheeling, July 15 
(Delbert Blattler and Carl Slater). Stray Am. Egrets 
were noted at Bear Rocks Fishing Area, Ohio Co., 
W. Va. during late August (Herb Moore). Two 
Snowy Egrets were found near Boardman, Mahoning 
Co., Ohio, July 15 (CWR, fide WCB). At Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn. an adult and four immature Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons were found inside city limits 
(Mrs. Adele H. West). 

Waterfowl—A female Redhead was seen at 
Wheeling, W. Va., June 30 (Tom Shields, fide 
George A. Hall). A brood of eight young Hooded 
Mergansers seen at Point Pleasant, W. Va. may be 
the second-known breeding record for the state (J. 
C. Appel, fide GAH). Also wild Canada Geese held 
in captivity at Point Pleasant nested and produced 
a brood of young. Breeding Mallards, Black, and 
Wood Ducks occurred in “‘usual’’ numbers at Salem, 
Ohio, and a male Lesser Scaup was seen at the 
Salem Reservoir, June 17 (WCB). A male Am. 
Merganser was seen at Montezuma, Rockingham Co., 
Va., June 23 (H. G. M. Jopson, fide J. J. Murray). 
The species has previously nested in that county. 

Hawks, Eagles—A Goshawk was seen at Bearden 
Knob, Tucker Co., W. Va., June 6 (TS, fide GAH). 
The nesting Bald Eagles in the Youngstown, Ohio, 
Region disappeared after having nested there for 17 
years (Vincent McLaughlin, fide GAH). Sharp- 
shinned Hawks were recorded in the Great Smokies 
at Yellow Mountain, May 20 and Hump Mountain, 
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July 15 (FCB). Cooper's and Marsh Hawks were 
reported scarce in the Salem, Ohio, section (WCB). 

Gallinaceous Birds —The Bob-white apparently 
held at relatively the same population levels or 
increased over last year. Verbal reports from various 
sources claimed “‘lots of quail.’’ Stevenson found two 
calling on Pisgah Ridge, N. C., el. 5400 ft., July 3. 
By late June, wild Turkey broods in West Virginia 
were few and small. Cool, wet weather in the nesting 
and brooding season probably was responsible (C. O. 
Handley, Sr.) 

Shorebirds—At Salem, Ohio, Upland Sandpipers 
were first noted on southward migration on July 26, 
and 15 Solitary Sandpipers and Pectorals and Leasts 
were on the filter beds of the Salem sewage plant, 
Aug. 24 (WCB). Pectorals were also seen at the 
Youngstown, Ohio, airport, July 29 (Roy A. Booth, 
fide WCB). High waters made for poor shorebirding. 
Pectoral, Least and Semipalmated Sandpipers showed 
up near Chattanooga, Tenn., Aug. 19 and a Semi- 
palmated Plover, Aug. 5 (Mrs. AHW). 

Terns —A Least Tern was seen about 20 miles 
northeast of Chattanooga, Tenn., Aug. 5, possibly 
the first Tennessee record east of Nashville (Mrs. 
AHW). One Black Tern was found at Mountain 
Lake, Md., June 5, where it has been known to nest 
before (TS, fide GAH). 

Other Non-Passerine Birds—Barn Owls nested on 
the Virginia Polytechnic Institute campus (Allen R. 
Stickley, fide JJM). Two Barn Owl nests were re- 
ported from Clarksville, Pa. (Ralph Bell, fide GAH). 
Nighthawks put in their appearance in northern 
West Virginia, when several were seen, Aug. 26 to 
27, in Ohio County (HM, George H. Breiding). 
Mourning Dove numbers were greater in northeastern 
Ohio (Albert T. Hartley, fide WCB) and census 
counts show an increase after last year’s low (WCB). 
The Ruby-throated Hummingbird and both species of 
cuckoos were considered scarce in the Salem, Ohio, 
area (WCB). Much cold weather at the arrival time 
of the hummingbirds may have had some influence. 
Young Red-headed Woodpeckers were found in a 
nest near Bridgewater, Va., June 30 (HGMJ, fide 
JJM). 

Flycatchers—In the tri-state area of Ohio, West 
Virginia and Pennsylvania, Hall reported the Traill’s 
Flycatcher seemed to be extending its range. Glen 
Phillips and Tom Shields made several records for 
Ohio Co., W. Va. where the latter located a nest, 
June 10. Other records considered unusual were 
from East Liverpool, Ohio, Chester, W. Va. and 
Clarksville, Pa. The Eastern Kingbird was scarce at 
Salem, Ohio, but Acadian and Traill’s Flycatchers 
were regarded as plentiful. Baker recorded a non- 
territorial Least Flycatcher on his census tract and 
Richter found others in Columbiana County, Ohio. 
The Least was more abundant at Morgantown, W. 
Va. (MB) and an increase was noted in the Wheel- 
ing area (GHB). 

Larks, Swallows.—Immature Horned Larks on the 
Alabama and Georgia sides of Lookout Mountain, 
el. 1800 ft., June 26, are the first summer records for 
Lookout Mountain and the second breeding season 
record for Alabama (HMS). Dr. Stevenson, in the 
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company of Fred Behrend, found Horned Larks at 
a number of higher points in the Great Smokies. 
Reports of swallows during the nesting season were 
practically nil, but seven nests of the Cliff Swallow 
were located near Punxsutawney, Pa. by Mr. & Mrs. 
Ford N. Dilworth and Mr. and Mrs. William C. 
Baker. 

Ravens, Nuthatches, Marsh Wrens.—A nest of the 
Common Raven was found in Hardy County, 
W. Va., May 3, by K. Anderson and others. On 
June 14, F. R. Scott observed a Red-breasted Nut. 
hatch on Stony Man Mountain, Shenandoah National 
Park, el. 4000 ft. This represents a new locality re. 
cord for Virginia in the breeding season. A Short. 
billed Marsh Wren’s nest was found near Oakland, 
Garrett Co., Md. (L. W. Oring, et al., fide JJM). 
This species occurs in summer in adjacent Preston 
County, W. Va. 

Thrashers, Thrushes.—Mrs. Adele West had a pair 
of Brown Thrashers on her premises at Chattanooga. 
They successfully brought off three broods of young. 
The nests were placed in a rose trellis and the same 
nest was used for the second and third _nestings. 
After a relatively heavy migration of brown thrushes 
(GAH), Baker reported the Hermit Thrush more 
plentiful than previously at Cook Forest State Park, 
Pa., July 8 to 12 

Wood Warblers —The flight northward was con- 
sidered much better than for the past several years, 
and some waves the best in a dozen years. The 
abundance of the different species varied. The Black 
and White Warbler was reported low in West Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania and Tennessee. A record for the 
Parula Warbler, Columbiana Co., Ohio, June 7, was 
the first summer occurence since 1933, and a nest of 
the Chestnut-sided Warbler near Salineville, Ohio, 
is 75 miles farther south than previously reported for 
that state (GWR, fide WCB). Members of the Brooks 
Bird Club located several Prothonotary Warblers 
along the Shenandoah River, plus a nest, May 19-20, 
presumably in Jefferson County, W. Va. (GAH). 
A Prairie Warbler fledgling established a breeding 
record for Marshall County, in the northern pan- 
handle of West Virginia, June 13 (TS, fide GAH). 

Blackbirds —Mrs. Adele West had three reports 
of sizable flocks of Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., Aug. 23. She was unable to verify 
them personally. She forwarded the report with the 
hope that somebody else may have encountered them 
to help confirm the observations. Perhaps this record 
should be held tentative until additional evidence 1s 
acquired or authenticated. 

Fringillids —Stickley found a pair of Blue Gros- 
beaks on the V.P.I. farm, Blacksburg, Va., July 16. 
Some days later a wildlife management student saw 
what he identified as young of that species (JJM). 
The Rose-breasted Grosbeak was considered more 
abundant in the southern portion of the Region 
(FCB). In the higher Tennessee mountains Steven- 
son found Pine Siskins at three localities in June and 
July. Maurice Brooks reported nesting Savannah 
Sparrows near Huntington, W. Va. There is no pre- 
vious nesting record so far south. Henslow’s Sparrow 
was scarce in the Salem, Ohio, area but not so in 
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other localities in that section of Ohio and adjacent 
territory (WCB). Shields found the nest of a Hen- 
slows in Ohio Co., W. Va., June 30. Stevenson en- 
countered a single Slate-colored Junco on Brasstown 
Bald, Ga.—GEorGE H. BrEIDING, Oglebay Institute, 
Oglebay Park, Wheeling, W. Va. 
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sulted in the warmest June since 1933. At Marquette, 
Mich. the maximum temperature record for June 11, 
93°, was equaled; a new high was set for June 12. 
Dr. Charles A. Kemper of Chippewa Falls, Wis. 
wrote, “The late wetness has one favorable ecological 
result—it delays haying, and as a result, the late 
brood nestlings of meadowlarks, Bobolinks, Savan- 
nah Sparrows, Dickcissels and other birds in the 
cultivated meadow face less hazard.’ An interesting 
commentary by Walter P. Nickell of the Cranbrook 
Institute of Science was this: “In general the height 
of the nesting season was from ten days to two 
weeks later than normal for this Region. Migration 
dates were normal, but unseasonable weather delayed 
the vegetational factors necessary for many small 
birds to begin nesting. A marked decrease was also 
noted in the breeding populations of many small 
birds. This was particularly noted in the case of 
the Yellow Warbler, with a reduction of about 50 
per cent. One factor that may have contributed to 
the situation in the area was the extensive use of 
DDT spraying for Dutch Elm Disease and also for 
insect controls. This spraying resulted in the death 
of large numbers of small birds during May and 
June.” 

Herons and Egrets—There were more Am. Egrets 
nesting this year than last in the colony of Great 
Blue and Black-crowned Night Herons on Dicken- 
son Island, St. Clair Co., Mich., which was visited 
on May 12 (D. S. Middletons and B. Johnston). 
Am. Egrets were first found nesting in this area in 
1954. Four Snowy Egrets were observed at Horicon 
Marsh, Dodge Co., Wis. on July 21 (the N. R. 
Bargers and Roy Lounds) and 3 were seen on July 
28 at the same place (Dick Wills). Walter Nickell 
again censused the Black-crowned Night Heron col- 
ony on Harsen’s Island, St Clair Co., Mich. and 
recorded 516 nests, 300 less than last year. Wind- 
storms during the nesting period destroyed many 
nests. Two immature Little Blue Herons were ob- 
served at Madison, Wis. on July 29 (Wayne Brown 
and §. D. Robbins) and three mature at the same 


reau. They re- 


place on July 31 (Wills). One imm. was seen close 
by at the north end of Horicon Marsh near Wau- 
pun, Dodge Co., Wis. on July 30 (SDR). The nest 
of Yellow-crowned Night Herons in Racine County, 
Wis., reported in the previous summary, was appar- 
ently successful. Three young were in the nest on 
July 7 (Wills). At least two other mature birds 
have been seen in the same area (J. Allan Simpson). 
One mature bird was seen on July 21 at Horicon 
Marsh, Wis. (Bargers and Lounds). 

(Eastern) Glossy Ibis —Two birds were seen on 
May 14 at Horicon Marsh, Dodge Co., Wis. (Dr. 
Raymond B. Dryer) and reported in the previous 
summary. On July 21 two birds were again seen at 
Horicon Marsh, Wis. (Bargers and Lounds). They 
were also reported by Tom Soulen (detailed account) 
and Dick Wills. There are apparently no other re- 
cords of this bird in Wisconsin since 1900 according 
to Kumlien and Hollister’s Birds of Wisconsin. 

W aterfowl—At Mud Lake National Wildlife Re- 
fuge, Marshall Co., Minn. the nesting success for 
the refuge proper was below that of recent years, 
but it was felt that the overall success for that sec- 
tion of the state was better than usual. Mallards 
and Blue-winged Teal were the most abundant 
nesters with the Redhead a strong third (J. C. Carl- 
sen). At least 4 Am. Widgeon and 6 Green-winged 
Teal were spending the summer in Adams County, 
Wis. (SDR). In the Kalamazoo, Mich. area poten- 
tial nesting pairs of Canada Geese, Mallards, Black 
Ducks and Blue-winged Teal were present in usual 
numbers. Very few broods were noted, however, 
and the local count is down compared to last year. 
At Seney Refuge in northern Michigan there was 
little change in the number of nests of Canada Geese. 
The nesting success was greater this year than last. 
In 1956 no nests were lost to predators. In 1955 
26 per cent of the nests were lost to predators (C. 
J. Henry). There was no marked change in duck 
nesting. A positive Am. Pintail nesting record was 
procured for the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The 
hen and part of a brood were killed by a bulldozer 
near the Escanaba ore docks, Delta County, Mich. 
The rest of the brood was reared at Seney Refuge 
(Henry). 

Hawks.—Two adult Goshawks and at least 2 
young were observed west of Port Wing, Bayfield 
Co., Wis. on July 6 (Roy Lound). Three Bald 
Eagle nests in Baraga and Marquette Counties, Mich. 
were unsuccessful and two nests at Seney Refuge, 
Seney, Mich. were successful (R. Gysendorfer and 
Mary Spear Ross). A Turkey Vulture nest contain- 
ing 2 eggs was found 12 miles northwest of Orr, 
St. Louis Co., Minn. on June 18, 1956 (Arthur 
Appledorn). On June 21 and June 30 there were 2 
young (Edwin Erickson) and on July 7 the 2 young 
were found dead (Breckenridge, Erickson, and Gun- 
derson). 

Gallinaceous Birds —There were two unusual and 
interesting reports from Wisconsin about the Greater 
Prairie Chicken. One lone bird was observed in 
southern Marinette County on June 9 in an area 
where one bird was booming earlier this spring. Mr. 
Carl Richter is thoroughly familiar with the area 
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and is of the opinion that it is the only remaining bird 
in the area. The other report was from S. D. Rob- 
bins, “Several [Greater Prairie Chickens] were still 
booming in north-central Adams County on June 12.” 

Shorebirds.—Returning shorebirds in Adams 
County, Wis. were first noted as follows: Semipal- 
mated Plover, July 25; Solitary Sandpiper, July 17; 
Greater Yellow-legs, July 15; and Least Sandpiper, 
July 4 (the Lounds and Robbins). Of more than 
usual interest were three nesting records of the 
Upland Sandpiper in Oakland Co. Mich. in late 
June and early July (Mr. and Mrs. Neil Kelley). 
A Western Sandpiper was observed in Chippewa 
County, Wis. on June 3 (Dr. Charles Kemper). 

Gulls and Terns.—A Laughing Gull was seen by 
the shore of Castle Rock Lake in Adams County, 
Wis. on July 14 and 15 at the same place where one 
was observed late in July 1953 (detailed account 
by Robbins). The colony of Common Terns at Met- 
ropolitan Beach in Macomb County, Mich. was again 
censused this year. There were 1126 nests this year 
as against 1341 in 1955 (Nickell and members of 
Detroit Bird Survey group). 

Warblers, Meadowlarks—Canada Warblers and 
Northern Water-thrushes nested for the third con- 
secutive year in Macomb and Oakland Counties, 
Mich. A nest with 3 eggs of the Canada Warbler 
was found in Bruce Township, Macomb Co. on 
June 16. Later 3 young were banded. There were 9 
singing males in the area (D. Middleton). On June 
17 adult Northern Water-thrushes were feeding 
newly-fledged young in Bruce Township, Macomb 
Co., Mich. There were four other singing males pres- 
ent in the area (A. Berger, et al.). On June 30 a 
nest with 3 eggs was found in Springfield Township, 
Oakland Co., Mich. There were three other singing 
males in this area. This is the first breeding record 
for Oakland County (O'Reilly and Kelleys). Black- 
throated Green Warblers were heard singing in 
Chippewa Co., Wis. on June 17. This is the first 
June record for that county (Kemper). Four young 
Western Meadowlarks were banded in Macomb 
County, Mich. on June 11 (B. Johnston). 

Sparrows.—This seemed to be a Dickcissel year in 
southern Minnesota where I heard them in every 
county to the western border and even within the 
city limits of Minneapolis, Minn. They were reported 
as being decidely more numerous and widespread 
in Adams County, Wis. this year than last (SDR). 
The nest of a White-throated Sparrow containing 
3 eggs was found at Cedar Creek Forest, Anoka 
Co., Minn. on July 27. This is the first record for 
the county and is at least 100 miles south of any 
previous record (Gunderson). On June 29 a pair of 
Lincoln's Sparrows was observed carrying food and 
on July 7 and 8 two singing males were observed 
carrying food in other parts of an area in Lovell’s 
Township, Crawford Co., Mich. (D. Middleton and 
W. P. Nickell) —Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Minnesota 
Museum of Natural History, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—The 
breeding season of 1956 was, as a general matter, 
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both cooler and wetter than the comparable period 
of 1955. The 
weather of 
March, April, 
and May has been 
described in the 
preceding issue 
in connection 
with the spring 
migration. June 
was hotter than 

















usual from Iowa 





east to Indiana, 
cooler in Ohio; the month was wet throughout all 
but the northwest quarter of the Region. July tem. 
peratures were below normal and precipitation for 
the most part above (but note that summer cloud- 
bursts can, and in places did, produce deceptively 
high monthly rainfall figures, concealing the fact 
that there were long intervals of dry weather). Aug: 
ust in most places was like July, rather cool and moist. 

As always, only those observers engaged in studies 
of particular species or tracts could detect the effects, 
most of them subtle and limited, that this weather 
had on bird reproduction. It can be said that Mour- 
ning Doves suffered what were probably abnormally 
heavy nesting losses during the cool periods prior 
to June, and that Prairie Warblers near Blooming- 
ton, Ind. began nesting about 10 days later than in 
1955 and were less persistent in rebuilding when 
nests failed during the rainy intervals in June. Other 
than this, reporters trace no connection between the 
spring and summer weather and the breeding of birds. 

A brood of Periodical Cicadas emerged from the 
ground in the Chicago area, providing a vast food 
supply for many species during June and July. At 
Lake Forest, Marion Clow found few birds coming 
to feeders; Cardinals, for example, evidently pre- 
ferred the insects to the diet of seeds set out for 
them. 

Anhingas—A female Anhinga was seen in a 
rookery of Double-crested Cormorants and Great 
Blue Herons at Mingo Wildlife Refuge near Puxico, 
Mo. on June 23 (Roy E. Coy). 

Herons, Wood Ibises—Am. Egrets were mentioned 
in but one report, that of Fred W. Kent, who found 
the mid-summer influx at Iowa City, Iowa, only 10 
per cent as large as that of recent years. Ponds and 
other small wet areas there have shrunk or disap- 
peared in the face of the months of drought. A 
Snowy Egret appeared at Cleveland, Ohio, on Aug. 
12 and was seen again on the 19th (Owen Davies, 
fide Vera Carrothers ). 

Yellow-crowned Night Herons nested in Iowa for 
the first time in the knowledge of observers. Two 
pairs brought off 2 young each, within the limits 
of Des Moines (Woodward H. Brown). Lexington, 
Ky. also had its first breeding record when Al. H. 
Mayfield (fide Anne L. Stamm) discovered a nest 
with half-grown young on July 22. The same species 
was seen in a Louisville, Ky. swamp where it first 
nested in 1955 (Emily Halverson, fide Mrs. Stamm); 
but the rookery in Hamilton County, Ohio, which 
for the past 2 summers had been occupied by 4 pairs, 


failed and was deserted this year when its 3 nests were 
destroved by raccoons (Emerson Kemsies, Donald 
Koehler). 

The only report of Wood Ibis came from Mis- 
souri; Coy saw 4 at the time and place he found 
the Anhinga mentioned above. 

Ducks ——The Wood Duck population was down, 
at least in 3 localities. Near Genoa, Ohio, Laurel 
Van Camp checked 120 boxes between April 15 and 
May 24; only 24 boxes were in use by the ducks, 
while 30 were occupied by raccoons. (Compare Van 
Camp's 1954 figures of 30 duck nestings in 85 boxes, 
Audubon Field Notes 8: 348.) At Utica, Ohio, Mrs. 
C. R. Wagner noted that none of an unspecified 
number of boxes were in use, and near Quincy, III. 
T. E. Musselman reported the species less numerous 
than usual in the swamps. 

Vultures, Eagles —At least 4 Black Vultures were 
present throughout the summer at Utica, 50 miles 
north of their northernmost known Ohio nesting 
area in Hocking County (Mrs. Wagner). 

For the past 5 years this summary has described 
the results of Van Camp's investigations of nesting 
Bald Eagles in Ottawa County, Ohio. Of the 7 pairs 
present in 1956, 3 incubated for the normal period 
but hatched no young; one pair brought off 1 young 
and another 2 young; one pair nested with unknown 
results; and the nest of the final pair was blown 
from its tree by a storm. Three days later students 
who visited the nest last mentioned found a young 
bird of unspecified age still alive beside it; they 
succeeded in raising the bird to the point at which 
it could fly freely. Miss Carrothers supplies data on 
Bald Eagles from counties just east of Ottawa: near 
Freemont in Sandusky County 1 pair raised 2 young 
for the second successive year, from a nest now 
about 9 years old. In Huron County 1 pair nested in 
a structure built in 1955; results were not known. 

Shorebirds —A male Hudsonian Godwit was col- 
lected at Lake Calumet, Ill. on an unusual date, 
June 23 (Seymour H. Levy). 

Doves.—The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s pro- 
gram to band nestling Mourning Doves presumably 
accounts for many interesting reports on that species. 
Vic Koppelberger at Medina, Ohio, attributes to bad 
weather the loss of 36 among 84 nests he studied. 
Van Camp, who had banded 884 doves by August, 
agrees that the pre-June weather killed many young. 
At Mooresville, Ind. R. S. Gregory banded 55 young 
that reached banding age in 31 broods, but probably 
not all lived to leave the nests. Gregory censused 22 
acres, most of them in orchard, estimating that this 
area held a population of 25 pairs of Mourning 
Doves. Karl Bartel observed a dove using the same 
nest for 3 successive nestings at Blue Island, III. 
and 2 others used nests twice each. 

Cuckoos.—Cuckoos, usually both species, were 
found to be present in exceptional numbers at points 
in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa. Gregory at 
Mooresville detected an influx in early July and 
a disappearance, at least from sight, at the end of 
the month; the birds’ arrival coincided in time with 
the appearance of many caterpillar webs in the trees. 
A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was still incubating 2 eggs 


at Bloomington, Ind. on Sept. 3, a very late date: 
the mest and eggs were discovered about 10 days 
earlier. 

Owls.—A pair of Long-eared Owls nested (laying 
6 eggs) in St. Charles County, Mo. at the extreme 
southern limit of the breeding range in this Region 
(Bruce Dowling, fide J. Earl Comfort). 

Perching birds —Purple Martins, censused annually 
by Bartel at Blue Island, declined in numbers to 173 
pairs, a fact Bartel ascribes to the growth of suburbs 
there. Brown Creepers nested for the second-known 
occasion near Cleveland (Carl Hamann, fide Miss 
Carrothers). While Eastern Bluebirds using Mussel- 
man’s 1000 boxes near Quincy increased in numbers 
over 1955 (the proportions of the increase were not 
stated), there were several reports of a decline near 
Chicago and in parts of Iowa. 

Warblers, Tanagers—Two warblers regarded as 
rare residents around Chicago were seen by Levy in 
July. Male Ceruleans were singing in both Cook and 
Will Counties, and 2 singing male Chestnut-sided 
Warblers were present in Will County; one of the lat- 
ter birds was carrying food. Summer Tanagers nested 
at Cleveland, another first record for that area. A nest 
with 3 young was found early in July; and on the 
23rd and 25th, the adults were accompanying 1 fledg- 
ling (C. F. Gibbs, Charles Knight, fide Miss Car- 
rothers). The species was present, too, at Des Moines, 
where it has been recorded before; this year no young 
fledged (Brown). 

Blackbirds, Grosbeaks—A colony of 20 pairs of 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, previously not known to 
breed in the east-central section of Iowa, was found 
by Kent and others at Muskrat Slough, Jones Co., 
Iowa. (Kent and his companions on a 5-day survey 
of the birds of the counties around Iowa City in 
June discovered 101 species which they regarded as 
resident.) A male Blue Grosbeak appeared during 
the early summer at Des Moines, where last year 
a pair nested; so far as is known, there was no female 
(Brown).—VAL NOLAN, Jr., R. R. 10, North Fee 
Lane, Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—The four 
seasons of the Field Notes calendar are tailored to 
northern concepts. When applied to the Deep South, 
they do not fit. 
The difficulty 
is an unavoid- 

ca.| able one, for 
acpeons Loumyncot| events in the 
miss. | ALA \ southern _ bird 
JKcnson MONTGOMERY world as a 
whole do not 
fall naturally 
into separate 
successive 
stages. Each phase of activity—northward move- 
ment, breeding, southward movement, and winter 
residence—covers a span that is in a very real and 
practical sense six months long. When these phases 
are forced into a four-part temporal division, the 
extent of overlap is bound to be excessively broad. 
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This year, for example, the actual nesting season in 
Louisiana, as evidenced by eggs of the Mourning 
Dove on Jan. 16, got under way well over a week in 
advance of the start of spring migration, as sig- 
nalized by the return of the Purple Martin; and both 
events took place more than a month before the 
end of the winter period! In the interests of greater 
unity, the present report follows a new treatment, 
reaching back to include breeding activities that oc- 
curred as early as April. 

W eather.—At best, the summer weather report for 
the Region and the accompanying ornithological 
summary usually read as though they dealt with en- 
tirely unrelated phenomena. Now, with spring breed- 
ing data also involved, the lack of correlation is more 
complete than ever. It will suffice, perhaps, merely 
to note that the weather was again highly variable 
from place to place but, for the second year in a 
row, there was no serious, protracted deficiency in 
rainfall anywhere. 

Loons through Frigate-birds—Though the Com- 
mon Loon and Horned Grebe are virtually unknown 
as summering birds anywhere else in the Region, 
hardly a summer goes by without at least one obser- 
vation of these species at Pensacola, Fla. This year 
the loon was noted there on Aug. 5, and one of two 
Horned Grebes first seen on July 1 remained until 
July 27 (F. M. Weston). All the birds were in full 
nuptial plumage. From June 15 to 17, T. A. Imhof 
and party noted 20 to 25 dead adult Brown Pelicans 
around Dauphin and Petit Bois Islands, in Alabama 
and Mississippi. On July 1, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. J. 
Evans counted 50 Brown Pelican corpses on Little 
Pitre Island, La., and found others on the Chandeleur 
Islands. Imhof believes that these birds were killed 
during a mid-June storm, and, if he is right, the 
havoc among the young birds in the large colony 
on North Island must have been terrific. Two White- 
bellied Boobies were seen close off the outer beach 
at Pensacola on July 1 (FMW, B. L. Monroe, Jr.). 
There were only two previous records there in 40 
years. On June 15, while a very strong inshore wind 
was blowing, Mrs. A. B. Tolman counted 224 Mag- 
nificent Frigate-birds along the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

Egrets.—The first June record of the Reddish Egret 
in Louisiana—6 birds with nuptial plumes discovered 
in the Brown Pelican colony on North Island on 
June 2 (RJN, B. B. Coffey)—raises the hope that 
the species may have at last extended its breeding 
range into the Central Southern Region. Two more 
Reddish Egrets were observed on the northernmost 
island of the Chandeleurs on July 1 (Evans’), and 
another was noted along the Veterans’ Highway at 
New Orleans on July 17 (S. Gauthreaux, B. Donlan). 
The Cattle Egret, in contrast, has become a breed- 
ing bird of the Region less than eight months after 
its initial detection here. A nest was located by C. 
F. Lard at the Lacassine Refuge in Cameron Parish, 
La. on June 2. An estimated 50 Cattle Egrets at this 
same heronry on June 10 included young of the 
year (G. H. Lowery, Jr.). 

Ibises and Spoonbills —Occasional December nest- 
ing of the Wood Ibis in Florida greatly complicates 
interpretation of its status in more northern areas. 
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The postnuptial wandering of the earliest breeders 
could conceivably bring them into our Region at the 
height of the breeding season here. The most recent 
enigma of this sort is a Wood Ibis that appeared at 
a heronry 26 miles north of Rosedale, Miss. on April 
12 and remained through July 8 (Mr. and Mrs. M. 
G. Vaiden, G. A. Thompson, Jr.). The observers 
were never able to find more than one bird at a time 
at this location. Ten more Wood Ibises were seen at 
a cypress brake near Merigold, Miss. on June 16 (S, 
Danna, Jr.), and a flock of 63 presumptive birds of 
the year flew over the levee near Rosedale on July 
10 (Vaidens). The dark ibises present a difficulty 
of another sort. Though the problem seems not to 
be recognized in guide books, White-faced Ibises 
lacking the white facial feathering that is their sole 
dependable field mark occur at every season of the 
year. Thus all sight records of dark-faced ibises out- 
side the breeding range must be considered indeter- 
minate. Two such records were obtained this sum- 
mer: 3 birds were seen at Heron Bay, Ala. on June 
15 (F. M. Uhler and others), and 5 birds were 
observed on Petit Bois Island on June 17, three of 
them on the Mississippi side, 2 on the Alabama side 
(TAI & others). Both the White-faced and the 
Glossy Ibis are so rare in these two states that even 
indeterminate data are of great interest. Though there 
is no definite published record for the breeding of the 
White Ibis in Alabama, a large colony has existed 
in northern Baldwin County for at least 4 years. 
This spring it contained an estimated minimum of 
more than 10,000 nests (P. Prescott). On three visits 
to the location, J. E. Keeler and helpers banded 
2000 young—almost 3 times the previous all-time 
banding total for the species! An observation of 
5 imm. White Ibises at Mud Lake on June 14 
(BBC) was submitted as the third Tennessee record. 
Three of the birds were still present a week later. 
Roseate Spoonbills appeared to be much more com- 
mon in Louisiana this summer than they have been 
in any recent year. At least 38 spoonbills were present 
in the Shell Hill rookery at the Sabine Refuge on 
May 10 (R. R. Rudolph); an estimated 65 birds 
nested on Willow Island in Lacassine Bayou (CFL); 
another group of 6 to 8 nested in a small clump of 
trees a short distance northwest of Willow Island 
(CFL); and an unchecked report indicated a colony 
of approximately 45 birds near Grand Lake south of 
Lacassine. 

Ducks.—A nest of the Fulvus Tree-duck with 
one egg, found in Evangeline Parish on May 25 (M. 
B. Meanley), is the earliest ever recorded in Louisiana. 
During the period of May 17 to June 17, no less 
than 14 different species of ducks were noted in 
Alabama. The list included: a wild-acting $ Mallard 
at Marion Fish Hatchery on June 1 (L. McCollough); 
a Mottled Duck at Heron Bay on June 16 (O. L. 
Austin, Jr.), only the sixth definitely identified in the 
state at any season; a pair of Gadwalls at Cochrane 
Bridge in Baldwin County on June 14 (FMU), first 
coastal record in summer; a @ Am. Widgeon, pos- 
sibly a cripple, at Hammondville on June 6 (TAI; 
G. M. Kyle); a @ Canvas-back at Birmingham on 
June 5 (TAI), first state record in summer; a ¢ 








Redhead at Cochrane Bridge on May 6 and 19 (M. 
W. Gaillard); a pair of Greater Scaup (identified 
by wing strips extending over at least 5 primaries) 
on Dauphin Island on June 16 (TAI, J. L. Dusi), 
first state record in summer; a 2 Hooded Merganser 
with 8 young well grown but still unable to fly at 
McIntosh on May 25 (TAI, W. Colin), southern- 
most breeding record for the state by well over 100 
miles 

Hawks.—A Swallow-tailed Kite carrying Spanish 
moss, the typical nest lining, at Stiggins Lake on May 
26 (TAI, WC) provides the first concrete evidence 
of nesting activity in Alabama since July, 1858. The 
last two years, however, have brought reports from 
9 localities in the southwestern part of the state, all 
within the breeding season. On Aug. 11, in the At- 
chafalaya Basin near Krotz Springs and Breaux 
Bridge, La. S. M. Russell and P. S. Callahan counted 
73 Mississippi Kites, 53 of them along one 10-mile 
section of levee. There are no comparable figures 
from which to judge whether or not such abundance 
is regular in that area; but the species was unusually 
common this year all over western Bolivar County, 
Miss. (MGV), and an individual on July 14 at Nich- 
olson in the southern part of Mississippi (ABT) 
was only the second seen at that locality in 14 years. 
Though eagles gencrally desert the Deep South in 
summer, they were noted this June at 4 different 
places in Alabama. Attempts to collect an alleged 
Golden Eagle at Demopolis Lake on June 12 (W. 
W. Beshears) were unsuccessful, while single Bald 
Eagles were recorded from Choctaw Bluff (June 2— 
MWG), Baldwin County near Lillian (June 17— 
BLM), and the Tennessee River near Four-mile Creek 
(July 8—D. C. Hulse). 

Shorebirds—Although the break in the drought 
continues and water levels have apparently re- 
mained favorable, last summer’s parade of shore- 
bird observations was not repeated. Such note- 
worthy data as there were came almost entirely 
from coastal situations where rainfall is not a 
factor. Following the first breeding-season record 
of the species for Alabama, on May 30 on Robin- 
son Island, 4 more Am. Oyster-catchers were 
seen on the oyster reefs at nearby Cedar Point on 
June 15-16 (TAI, e¢ al.). Fifteen or more Semipal- 
mated Plovers, a remarkably high total for the 
time of year, were recorded on Dauphin Island, 
Ala. on the same dates (TAI). At Mamoa, La. 
on July 15, 1955, Meanley obtained the earliest 
state record for a southbound Upland Sandpiper; 
this year at the same locality, he bettered the 
record by 3 days. As separated by call note and 
habitat, 21 Eastern and 25 Long-billed Dowitchers 
were still present on Dauphin Island on June 15 
and 16 (TAI). The Easterns were scattered over 
the mud flats, while the Long-bills were in a loose 
flock in sparse, wet grass. 

Terns —The Gull-billed Tern is by no means an 
uncommon bird along the northern shores of the 
Gulf in summer. Yet all the years of field work up 
to the present left us with only one actual dated nest- 
ing record of the species for the whole stretch of 
coastline and adjacent islands between Florida and 


Texas: 3 eggs found on Isle au Pitre, La. on June 
10, 1941. Then suddenly the observations of the cur- 
rent season brought two more records and a near-miss, 
each in a different state. The series began on May 8 
with the discovery of adult Gull-bills at Least Tern- 
Black Skimmer nesting grounds on the Mississippi 
mainland near the west end of the Pascagoula Bridge 
(W. H. Turcotte, J. Phares). On June 3, however, 
the birds were no longer in evidence, and, though 
large tern chicks were found at the site, they could 
not be identified (Coffeys, F. and V. Cook). Next, 
Imhof, watching the birds on a small island near 
Cedar Point through a telescope on June 15, estab- 
lished the first Alabama breeding record by spotting 
3 Gull-bills that were sitting on nests and apparently 
turning eggs. Finally, on their trip to Little Pitre 
Island on July 1, Mr. and Mrs. Evans found the 
species in numbers and definitely located the second 
nest for Louisiana. On June 15, the day that the 
frigate-birds flocked in to the Mississippi Coast, an 
exhausted Sooty Tern was picked up on Dauphin 
Island (MWG), establishing the second state record. 
Another specimen, found on Petit Bois Island 2 days 
later (OLA), apparently dead for about 2 weeks, 
placed the species on the Mississippi list as well. The 
late spring migration of Black Terns through the Re- 
gion, their presence in fair numbers in summer, and 
their early movement southward provide an annual 
puzzle that this year was more puzzling than ever. The 
first observation of the spring—at Cedar Point, Ala., 
on April 20 (TAI)—was exceptionally early. Yet, on 
June 10, Black Terns could still be seen by the hun- 
dreds in Jefferson Davis Parish, the great majority of 
them in wir 1 immature plumage (GHL). From 
June 15 to well over 1000 birds, this time with 
nuptial plumage predominating, were noted on Dau- 
phin and Petit Bois Islands (TAI). At Pensacola, 
where the species had been more numerous than ever 
before in June, the climax was not reached until June 
28, when flocks totaling approximately 3500 individ- 
uals were observed (FMW ). There, as at the opposite 
corner of the Region at the beginning of the month, 
birds in breeding dress were few, constituting only 
about 1 per cent of the count. 

Flycatchers and Swallows—The Eastern Phoebe 
has already extended its breeding range southward 
into Mississippi to a point 80 miles below the Ten- 
nessee line; a nest with fully-fledged young was noted 
on June 24 at a bridge site 3 miles north of Hous- 
ton, Miss. (BBC). Moving in the same manner, 
along highways where there are bridges and culverts, 
Barn Swallows of northern populations have been 
carrying on a similar spread southward. A record of 
a nest with one egg 3 miles south of Water Valley, 
Miss. on May 20 (BBC) involved a 40-mile advance 
farther into that state. Meanwhile the disjunct, pale- 
breasted population along the Gulf coast was also 
showing signs of expansion. Originally discovered as 
a mere handful of birds restricted to the few islands 
with abandoned buildings, these swallows established 
a modest foothold on the mainland in Cameron Par- 
ish early in the present decade. Now, through con- 
certed action on the part of the birds or through 
unwitting concert on the part of observers, records 
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are cropping up all along the coast proper: 3 nests 
at Gulfport, Miss. on June 1 (BBC); 2 adults be- 
lieved to be mainland breeders at Bayou La Batre, 
Ala. on June 17 (TAI); a nest in a flimsy boat- 
house over water at Pensacola, Fla. on July 1 
(FMW). Whether these birds will continue to be 
coastal in habit or will edge inland to meet the on- 
coming advance of the northern race remains to be 
seen. A Bank Swallow colony at Moffett, Okla. just 
across the Arkansas boundary from Fort Smith, con- 
tained 18 birds on April 25 and 75 to 85 on May 26, 
when one of the nests held 3 eggs (J. Price). A 
Purple Martin roost near Hardy, Ark. was being 
used by 1000 birds on July 7 and double the number 
on July 28 (Coffeys, A. Smith). 

Nuthatches through Warblers —The Brown-headed 
Nuthatch is a common permanent resident of the 
Region, but definite dates of breeding activity in 
Louisiana are so few that an observation of an adult 
feeding young at Alexandria, La. on May 1 (MBM) 
seems worthy of mention. Two ¢ House Wrens ob- 
served at Nashville between May 14 and July 15 sang 
at nest-boxes, and one of them carried nesting material 
into the box (A. R. Laskey). There was no previous 
known occurrence of the House Wren as a summer 
resident in that area. A nest of the Swainson’s War- 
bler at Donald Point, Miss. held two eggs on June 18 
(MGV). A dead Myrtle Warbler found in Baton 
Rouge on June 16 (T. B. Pugh IV) appeared to have 
been killed less than 10 days before and thus seems to 
establish the first June record for the state. A singing 
Oven-bird in the Natchez Trace Forest on May 27 
(BBC) was probably summering, and, if so, is the 
first ever known to do so in West Tennessee. 

Icterids—A 8 Bobolink, one of a probable flock, 
was definitely identified as it flew in front of a car 
in Macon County, Ala. on June 12 (JEK). The 
record is the latest ever for Alabama. A nest with 
5 eggs at the Memphis Penal Farm on May 26 was 
tentatively referred to a pair of Western Meadow- 
larks present there (BBC), but no final verification 
has been received. At any rate, the species has now 
been noted in Tennessee in 3 non-consecutive breed: 
ing seasons. Brown-headed Cowbirds seem to be on 
the increase in the Region. Vaiden estimated that in 
the vicinity of Rosedale this spring and summer there 
were an average of 1000 cowbirds per mile of levee. 
Imhof is of the opinion that the species now occupies 
the whole of Alabama as a breeder. He cites varied 
evidence including two June records of adults on 
the outer coast—Fort Morgan, June 12, 1955 (Henry 
M. Stevenson), and Dauphin Island, June 15, 1956 
(TAI). The evidence seems equally strong that north- 
west Florida has been included in this extension of 
range: an immature at Pensacola on July 12 was so 
totally unafraid of humans that it allowed itself to 
be caught by hand in the open (BLM), and a flock 
of 50 birds, mostly young ones, was seen there on 
July 26, much the earliest date for so large a group 
(FMW ). 

Finches —The Blue Grosbeak, hitherto classified 
in our migration analyses as a “key transient’ (on 
the grounds that it does not breed regularly in the 
coastal counties) seems about to be disqualified. A 
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record of an adult ¢ near Elberta, Ala. on June 17 
(BLM) makes this the second successive year that 
the species has been found in Baldwin County in the 
breeding season; and a singing male, a much agitated 
female, and 3 full-grown young were encountered jn 
typical nesting habitat at Molina, Fla. on July 28, 
a month earlier than the species has ever been tre. 
corded in migration in northwest Florida (BLM, 
FMW ). At Gadsden, Ala. in late March, a Q Red 
Crossbill was observed gathering silk from a tent 
caterpillar web (E. L. Clark). She gave some of the 
material to the male. Then both flew out over the 
valley and were lost from sight. The birds remained 
in the vicinity, however, through May 24. On July 
18, the Vaidens counted no less than 7 Lark Sparrows 
along the levee near Rosedale, but, as last year, were 
unable to find positive proof that the species is nest- 
ing in that area. On June 6, two Song Sparrows were 
seen at Fort Payne, Ala. along the same railroad that 
passes through Valley Head, where the first breed- 
ing record for the Region was obtained in 1954 
(TAI).—RosBErT J. NEWMAN, Maseum of Zoology, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—With 
the exception of a few extremely hot days in June, 
temperatures over most of the Region were below 

















average. Precipitation was below normal in the 
western part of the Region. Drought conditions in 
Montana resulted in low water levels and dried-up 
potholes. Severe drought and high temperatures were 
recorded in southwestern South Dakota until the 
first part of August, when a period of storms, tor- 
nados, heavy local rains and cool weather were ex- 
perienced. Light frost was reported from Montana 
and North Dakota in August. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Cormorants—Lower Souris, 
Upper Souris and Des Lacs Nat'l Wildlife Refuges 
in North Dakota reported a decline in Western 
Grebe populations. Small colonies were noted at 
Arrowwood Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. 
(Nelius Nelson) and near Powers Lake and Gackle, 
N. Dak. Large numbers were present at Medicine 
Lake Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont. 
(Elmo Adams); 800 were counted at Sand Lake 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Columbia, $. Dak. in mid- 
August (Howard Huenecke). Many large colonies 
of Eared Grebes nested at Bowdoin Nat'l Wildlife 
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Refuge, Malta, Mont. (Leon Snyder); young were 
off the nest mear Windsor, N. Dak. on July 12 (Ed 
Hibbard). Approximately 250 young White Pelicans 
and 200 young Double-crested Cormorants were 
produced at Lacreek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Martin, 
5. Dak. Most of the hatching had been completed 
by June 7 (Kenneth Krumm). The colony at Sand 
Lake Refuge produced 200 White Pelicans and 500 
Double-crested Cormorants (HH). From 1200 to 
1500 young White Pelicans were estimated on 2 
islands in Chase Lake, Stutsman County, N. Dak. 
(NN). Several nests and young were noted on an is- 
land in Devils Lake, N. Dak. (Irvin Nelson). Ap- 
proximately 1800 non-breeding White Pelicans spent 
the summer at Upper Souris Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Foxholm, N. Dak. (Frank Martin). 

Waterfowl.—In spite of the increase in breeding 
ducks on several of the national wildlife refuges in 
the Dakotas and Montana, there was a decrease in 
broods. With the exception of a few early Pintails 
and Mallards, broods appeared late. The peak hatch 
took place the last 2 weeks in July and the first 
week in August. Several newly-hatched broods of 
Redhead, Canvas-back and Ruddy Ducks were seen 
in potholes between the Des Lacs and Lostwood Re- 
fuges in North Dakota on Aug. 6. The increasing 
drainage of potholes and sloughs in South Dakota 
has destroyed the habitat of large numbers of water- 
fowl and marsh birds. 

Hawks, Upland Game Birds.—Red-tailed Hawks 
were seen carrying food on June 24 in Rapid Canyon 
near Rapid City, S. Dak. (N. R. Whitney). The 
main diet of 2 young Golden Eagles under observa- 
tion in Theodore Roosevelt Nat'l Mem. Park, 
Medora, N. Dak. consisted of Prairie-dogs. The 
young left the nest on June 28 (Mrs. Ebba Brooks). 
A Prairie Falcon was observed carrying food in the 
badlands south of New Town, N. Dak. on July 7 
(Gammell, Bodmer). Sparrow Hawks were noted 
occasionally in the Dakotas. No nests were found, 
but it was believed by refuge personnel that one or 
two pairs of Greater Prairie Chickens nested at 
Arrowwood Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. (NN). A fresh- 
ly-killed, half-grown Greater Prairie Chicken was 
found along a road near Buffalo, S. Dak. on June 
25 (Karen and Whitney Eastman). The Sharp-tailed 
Grouse population was down at Lacreek Refuge, 
Martin, S. Dak. (KK). North Dakota had a good 
population and hatch. During the courtship season, 
18 dancing grounds were located at Upper Souris 
Refuge and 30 at Lostwood Refuge in North Dakota. 
Weather conditions and cover were good, but never- 
theless there was a decrease in Sage Hen broods at 
Fort Peck Game Range, Fort Peck, Mont. (Dallas 
Carlson); no broods were seen at Bowdoin Refuge, 
Malta, Mont. A brood of Bob-white, the first in 
recent years, was observed at Lake Andes Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, Lake Andes, $. Dak. (Leo Kirsch). 

Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns —Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, 
Mont. reported a good hatch of all resident shore- 
birds with the exception of Long-billed Curlews. 
Not a single Long-billed Curlew nest was located 
on the refuge and the late season gatherings were 
not seen (LS). Several North Dakota observers re- 


ported a successful season for Upland Sandpipers, 
Willets, Marbled Godwits and Am. Avocets. Ken- 
neth Krumm reported Upland Sandpipers and Am. 
Avocets as numerous at Lacreek Refuge in South 
Dakota. Ed Hibbard recorded one pair each of Wil- 
lets, Marbled Godwits and Am. Avocets per square 
mile on his study area near Windsor, N. Dak. Scott 
Findley noted a number of sick Ring-billed Gulls 
in the colony at Bitter Lake near Waubay, S. Dak. 
Large concentrations of Franklin's Gulls were noted 
in many areas. The first nesting colony of Caspian 
Terns in Saskatchewan was discovered on an island 
in Dore Lake, 75 miles north of Big River. The colony 
contained 4 or 5 nests; 11 birds were banded (Stuart 
Houston). 

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls.—A large increase in Mour- 
ning Doves was noted over most of the Region. 
Local areas reported some loss of nests and young, 
but on the whole nesting was successful. Kermit 
Dybsetter counted 55 nests in a small farm grove on 
Tewaukon Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, Forman, N. Dak. 
and observed the first hatch on the wing the first 
week in June. Twenty nests were under observation 
in a radius of 150 yards at Bowdoin Refuge head- 
quarters in Montana (LS). Leo Kirsch wrote that 
many ground nests were found in pastures, hay 
meadows, cornfield and grainfields in the vicinity of 
Lake Andes, S. Dak. He also noted that old robin and 
grackle nests were used by the doves in July and 
August. Black-billed Cuckoos feeding young were 
observed in the Dakotas in late June and early July. 
Burrowing Owls were scarce in most areas. Edgar 
Preston noted an increase near Tower City, N. Dak. 
Several were found at Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, 
S. Dak. (HH); successful nesting in abandoned 
Prairie-dog colonies was reported from Lacreek Re- 
fuge, Martin, S. Dak. (KK). Karen and Whitney 
Eastman counted a dozen families in a Prairie-dog 
colony 25 miles east of Redfield, S. Dak. on July 16. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Wrens—A 6 Red- 
shafted and a 92 Yellow-shafted Flicker nested in 
Kenmare, N. Dak. in late April. Twenty to 30 Lewis's 
Woodpeckers were seen between Hill City and Mystic, 
S. Dak. on June 23 (Whitney, Lockerbie, Tanner) ; 
one was observed carrying food in this area on June 
28 and a pair was seen feeding young on July 4. 
A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Red-naped) was seen 
feeding young in the Black Hills on July 8; the nest 
was 15 feet up in a dead poplar (KE, WE). Hairy 
Woodpeckers were feeding young in Hot Springs, 
S. Dak. on July 7 (KE, WE). Eastern Kingbirds 
were noted to be more common than Westerns in 
the Tower City, N. Dak. area (EP) and on Sand 
Lake Refuge, Columbia, S. Dak. (HH). Lacreek 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. reported equal numbers of 
both species nesting (KK). Several breeding pairs of 
Crested Flycatchers were seen along the James River, 
near Jamestown, N. Dak. during the season (EH). 
Cafion Wrens were feeding full-grown young near 
Wind Cave in the Black Hills on July 11 (KE, WE). 
Rock Wrens had a successful nesting season in the 
North Dakota Badlands; a full-grown family was seen 
in the Black Hills on July 13. 

Thrushes, Warblers, Blackbirds —Both Eastern and 
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Mountain Bluebirds were observed feeding young 
along the Little Missouri River south of New Town, 
N. Dak. on July 7; both species were found in the 
Turtle Mountains near Bottineau, N. Dak. in late 
June. Yellow-breasted Chats (Long-tailed) were 
plentiful in the Rapid City, S. Dak. area (NRW), 
and in Theodore Roosevelt Nat'l Mem. Park, 
Medora, N. Dak. (EB). Bobolinks were common 
near Sheho, Sask. after being scarce for many years. 
They were present until Aug. 7 (William Niven). 
Eastern and Western Meadowlarks were abundant at 
Lacreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. The Easterns in- 
habited the lowland meadows; the Westerns were 
found at higher elevations (KK). A Bullock's Oriole, 
observed the last 2 weeks of July, was a new record 
for the Arrowwood Refuge, Kensal, N. Dak. (NN). 
Tanagers, Grosbeaks, Sparrows.—Western Tanagers 
were very common in the pine forests of the lower 
Black Hills in South Dakota. Five young were out of 
the nest by July 9 in Rapid City (NRW). A pair 
of Blue Grosbeaks was found nesting in roadside 
brush in the Black Hills region on July 13 (Eastman, 
Elliott). Dickcissels were common to abundant in 
parts of North and South Dakota. Baird’s Sparrows 
were successful nesters in the Kenmare, N. Dak. 
area and were heard singing into late August. Lark 
Sparrows were abundant in Roosevelt Park, Medora, 
(EB).—ANN M. GAMMELL, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS.—The 


severe 


drought which began in 1952 or earlier was still the 
chief topic of conversation over most of the central 


and western 
— san “1 —s of. the 


ng“ 


wT pay 


portions 
Region. Rain- 
fall for the year was 
less than half the long- 
va Ae time average at Still- 
| water, Okla. (FMB), 
Denton, Tex. (K. and 
R. Rylander) and at 
Tyler, Tex. (J. Gor- 
don). Precipitation was 
normal or nearly nor- 
adh mal in the eastern edge 
wont [PEy and on the western 
| vue border of the Region. 
neonhas Excessively high tem- 
dl, - peratures occurred in 
July and early August 
in many localities. The forest trees as well as orna- 
mental plantings and shelter-belts are dying in large 
numbers from the lack of subsoil moisture. In cen- 
tral Oklahoma even the Blackjack Oaks on the 
ridges turned brown during the summer. Low reser- 
voir levels and thousands of dry farm ponds were 
characteristic of the landscape in the central and 
western portions of the area. 

In general nesting success seemed to be normal 
but several species apparently suffered from the ef- 
fects of the cumulative drought. For example, egrets 
and herons were reported to be scarce in most 
localities and nesting Red-wings were local and limi- 
ted in numbers. 
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Loons through W aterfowl_—A Common Loon seen 
at Lake Tyler on June 10 was the first summer fe. 
cord in that portion of Texas (J. Arvin, G. Taylor 
and JG). A small colony of Great Blue Herons 
nesting near Alva, Okla. showed an increase from 
5 to 12 pairs over 1955 and all nests were believed 
to have been successful (P. Nighswonger). Three 
nests of the Am. Egret in the same colony represent 
a new nesting locality (PN). The heronry near 
Muskogee, Okla. on the Arkansas River contained 
an estimated 2000 birds, by far the largest rookery 
known in the state (J. L. Norman and V. Travis). 
The rookery near Wakita, Okla. which also includes 
nesting Am. and Snowy Egrets and Little Blue Her. 
ons, showed a definite decrease in the number of 
pairs when compared with last year (L. Byfield). A 
Louisiana Heron at Tyler on Aug. 3 (O. C. Shef. 
field) and again on Aug. 11 (JG) and one at 
Muskogee on Aug. 20 to 24 were new locality records 
(JLN and VT). The scarcity of Black-crowned Night 
Herons near Amarillo suggested that the species was 
nesting in unusually limited numbers, if at all (Mrs. 
D. Acord). Two Yellow-crowns seen at Lawrence, 
Kans. on June 4 to 5 represented a distribution te- 
cord north of the usual range of this species (Mr. 
and Mrs. B. S. Chewning). The first nesting record 
of the Least Bittern at Tyler consisted of two small 
young found at Lake Tyler on July 13 (JG). A 
Wood Duck seen at Denver in the early part of the 
season was well out of its summer range (Donna 
Thatcher). 

Hawks.—The first definite nesting record of the 
Mississippi Kite at Stillwater consisted of two large 
young in a nest found on July 20 (K. H. Baum- 
gartner). Red-tailed Hawks appeared to have had a 
good nesting season at Alva (PN). The Broad-winged 
Hawk was observed at Denton on July 4. This 
species rarely nests in that locality (K and RR). Two 
pairs of Swainson’s Hawks raised young in Wagoner 
County, Okla. (VT). This record constitutes the most 
eastern nesting distribution for the state (FMB). A 
pair of Swainson’s Hawks with one flying young 
was seen regularly in August near Lewis, Iowa (D. 
L. Carter). This locality also represents an eastern 
nesting of this species. This species had a successful 
nesting season near Alva (PN). A pair of Golden 
Eagles built a nest in the northeast corner of Woods 
County, Okla. in December but apparently did not 
complete their nesting since the birds were not seen 
after Feb. 4 (J. Molz and PN). Six active Marsh 
Hawk nests were located near Fort Gibson Reservoir 
in Wagoner County. This represents an unusually 
heavy nesting concentration (VT). Two Marsh Hawk 
nests were found in wheat fields near Alva. This is 
an unusual nesting habitat (PN). A Sparrow Hawk 
seen at Denton on July 23 suggests that this species 
may have nested (K and RR). 

Gallinaceous Birds ——The Greater Prairie Chicken 
and the Bob-white apparently had successful nesting 
seasons at Topeka (L. B. Carson). The Scaled Quail 
in Cimarron County, Okla. had a very successful 
nesting season. Average brood size in August was 
12 young per pair as contrasted with 8 in 1954 and 
1955 (S. D. Schemnitz). However at Midland, Tex. 
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where only 0.2 inches of rain fell in June the num- 
ber of broods was low and only 5-8 young were seen 
with their parents (Mrs. F. Williams). 

Gullinules, Shorebirds, Doves—A pair of Purple 
Gallinules and 4 young were seen at the State Fish 
Hatchery near Tyler on July 1. This was the first 
nesting record in the locality in recent years (JG). 
The Am. Avocet and Black-necked. Stilt nesting at 
Midland was a complete failure due to nest preda- 
tion by opossums (FW). Mourning Dove nesting 
appeared to have been very successful at Wagoner 
(VT), Stillwater (FMB), Alva (PN) and at 
Amarillo and Buffalo Lake (DA). At Midland early 
nesting attempts produced few young (FW). A 
White-winged Dove at Amarillo from June 2 to 
Aug. 1 was an unusual distribution record (J. D. 
Thompson, Jr.). The Inca Dove, which is usually 
a common resident at Boerne, Tex., was not known 
to nest there this year (D. T. Smith). 

Cuckoos, Road-runners.—The Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
was not seen or heard near Alva where several pairs 
normally nest (PN). At Clayton, N. Mex. several 
nests of this species were found, the first positive 
evidence of breeding (A. J. Krehbiel). This cuckoo 
apparently did not nest at Boerne where it is con- 
sidered a common breeder (DTS). A Road-runner 
seen near Bartlesville, Okla. on July 22 was the 
first one reported in three years (J. R. Owens, B. 
Wiemer). The Road-runner nested at Alva, the first 
definite evidence of breeding in five years or more 
(PN). This species showed an increase at the Wichita 
Refuge (A. Halloran) and at Commerce, Tex. (Mrs. 
N. S. O'Neill). 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds—A Chuck- 
will’s-widow heard near Alva on July 8 was a new 
species for that specific locality (PN). At Boerne this 
species arrived in normal numbers in the spring but 
was heard for such a short period that it is doubtful 
that nesting was completed (DTS). The Chimney 
Swift nested at Boulder, Colo. west of its normal 
range (O. A. Knorr). Unusually large numbers of 
Broad-tailed and Rufous Hummingbirds were seen at 
Longmont, Colo. (Mrs. C. N. Collister). A Rufous 
Hummingbird seen near Guymon, Okla., was a new 
locality record (A. Felkel). 

Flycatchers, Swallows —Western Kingbirds showed 
a marked decrease in numbers at Midland but appar- 
ently had a successful nesting season (FW). Scissor- 
tailed_Flycatchers_ showed an increase at Topeka 
(LBC). The first-known nesting of this species near 
Clayton was a nest near the Oklahoma line north- 
east of Clayton found on June 24 (E. Taylor). 
Traill’s Flycatcher was seen regularly at Tulsa from 
May 26 to July 1 and probably nested (Mr. .and 
Mrs. O. W. Letson, et ai.). One of the most sur- 
prising finds of the season was the nesting of the 
Vermilion Flycatcher in Major County, Okla. east 
of Mooreland. One nest was found on May 8 and a 
second pair with eggs on May 30. Neither pair 
raised young (R. L. Downing). This locality is ap- 
parently several hundred miles north of the known 
nesting range of the species. Barn Swallows showed 
a decided decrease near Alva (PN). This species 
nested for the first time at Midland (FW). 


Wrens, Mockers, Thrushes—A Carolina Wren, 
which was found last winter at Colorado Springs, 
was seen and heard throughout the period (Miss J. 
Miller, Mrs. H. J. Wagner). Mockingbirds showed 
a decrease at Alva (PN) but were unusually plenti- 
ful at the Wichita Refuge (AH) and on the plains 
in northeastern Colorado (D. M. Thatcher). The 
Brown Thrasher was almost rare near Alva where 
the species is usually fairly common (PN). Am. 
Robins nested in Boerne in May and young were 
found in a nest in August. These were the first 
nesting records in that locality (DTS). At Midland 
a pair of nesting robins also raised young for another 
new nesting locality record (FW). 

Starlings, Vireos, Warblers —Nesting Common 
Starlings showed an increase at Denton (KR, RR) 
and at Denver (DMT). Red-eyed Vireos also showed 
an increase about Denver (DMT). A Yellow- 
throated Warbler collected at Loveland in July was 
an addition to the Colorado list (Mrs. Carl Thown- 
send). A Yellow-breasted Chat nest found at Fol- 
som, N. Mex. on June 22 was a new nesting locality 
(ET). 

Blackbirds, Tanagers—Red-wings revealed very 
low nesting populations at Stillwater and probably 
throughout much of the Region due to the dry farm 
ponds and low lake levels (FMB). However, at 
Lewis, Iowa, several Red-wing nests were found in 
bushes and even in apple trees far removed from 
water (DLC). Orchard and Baltimore Oriole popu- 
lations were conspicuously low near Alva (PN). 
Boat-tailed Grackles nested in larger numbers at 
Denton and showed some range extension to the 
north (KR, RR). A Scarlet Tanager seen at Tyler 
on June 13 was a new locality record (JG). A 
Hepatic Tanager seen at Boulder on May 13 to 15 
is believed to be the second record in the state (G. 
Alexander, OAK, O. Thorne II). 

Finches and Sparrows——The Black-headed Gros- 
beak nested at Ponca City, Okla. A male was seen 
feeding 2 young just out of the nest on July 3 and 
on several later dates (Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Barrett 
and C. F. Marshall). This locality is east of the 
known nesting range in the state. The Blue Gros- 
beak, which is considered a common nesting species 
at Midland, was very scarce (FW). Indigo Buntings 
revealed a remarkable increase in northeastern Colo- 
rado. Five were seen in one flock in the extreme 
northeast corner of the state on May 19 (Mr. and 
Mrs. John Douglass). On the same date others 
were observed at Boulder, Lyons and Fort Morgan 
(Colo. Bird Club). One was seen at Cheyenne, Wyo. 
on May 21 (L. Field). Dickcissels showed decided 
changes in populations in several localities. The 
species may have nested near Boulder where 3 or 4 
were seen on June 3 and July 22 (C. Crone). 
Populations were normal at Stillwater (FMB) but 
in some localities this species was conspicuously ab- 
sent. For example, at Alva none were seen after 
early May (PN) and only a few were recorded at 
Tyler (JG). Two nests of the Pine Siskin were 
found at St. Mary’s, Kans. (T. A. Hoffman and J. 
Mulligan). This area is considerably south of their 
usual nesting range. The Lesser Goldfinch, which is 
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rare in the Texas Panhandle, was seen at Palo Duro 
Canyon on June 10 (DA, V. Fly, I. Yandell). The 
Brown Towhee apparently nested near Clayton in 
Paradise Canyon (W. Cooke, AJK and P. Snoe- 
berger). The Spotted Towhee was found nesting in 
June in Union County, N. Mex. (ET) and this 
species was observed on Mt. Capulin on July 4 
(AJK). These localities lie on the eastern edge of 
the breeding range of this species. A Black-throated 
Sparrow seen at Round Butte, 20 miles north of 
Fort Collins, on June 3 was considerably north of 
its range (L. Crowley).—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, O&- 
lahoma A. and M. College, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—The season was hot 
and dry. Temperatures during June, July and the first 
half of August averaged about normal along the 
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south line running through Corpus Christi—excluding 
coastal areas and the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
Eastern counties, too, were showing effects of the 
drought as the period ended, but were not yet on 


the critical list. From an agricultural standpoint, 
the last generally successful summer season in South 
Texas was experienced in 1949. Since that time, 
drought has plagued farmers and ranchers to varying 
degrees, but never with such disastrous results. In 
many areas, all crops failed completely and stockmen 
cut brush and fed mesquite beans to keep alive what 
few cattle remained on powder-dry range land. 
Springs went dry that had never gone dry before. 
Ponds and stock tanks that had been low for many 
months dried up completely. Many old-time residents 
declared the drought was the worst ever. The loss 
of native trees and shrubs in rural areas was becoming 
increasingly apparent as the weeks dragged by with 
scarcely a drop of rain. Pecan trees in dry creek- 
bottom land were dying by the grove, and shade trees 
such as live oak were succumbing to the unrelenting 
punishment of clear skies and hot, dry winds. By 
mid-August, the brush-covered hills west of Austin 
and San Antonio had a premature fall-like appear- 
ance that, however, had none of the bright colors 
of autumn. 

Land Birds —Without systematic counts in desig- 
nated areas over a period of time, it is difficult to 
evaluate the effects of the drought on land bird 
numbers. Enough rain fell during winter and spring 
to bring on some plant growth in most areas, and 
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many species of trees and shrubs which furnish edible 
fruit made excellent crops (as though to make up 
for last year’s poor showing when many crops were 
reduced or decimated by a late March cold spell). 
Weather conditions were favorable for migrant species 
to reach nesting grounds at normally early dates and. 
as many resident birds start breeding activity as early 
as February, most broods had fledged by the end of 
June. No drastic decline in numbers of land birds 
compared with recent years was reported, and im. 
pressions that birds were less numerous than usual 
in some areas—Beeville (Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht) 
and Austin (Fred S. Webster, Jr.)—could not 
readily be substantiated. Mrs. Conger N. Hagar te. 
ported a normal nesting season for land birds at 
Rockport. From the Houston area, M. Armand 
Yramategui reported that spring rains were just 
enough to get most nesting birds through a ven 
dry summer without adverse effect. . 

Water Birds.—Generally good results were reported 
from nesting of spoonbills, herons and egrets on the 
upper and central coasts. Yramategui wrote that these 
species had their best year in 1956 in the Bay area 
around Houston. Mrs. Hagar reported from Rockport 
that a good year was experienced on the outer islands 
and oyster bars in the bays. No high tides or hurri- 
canes occurred to interfere with nesting. Conditions 
were not so favorable in marshes and fresh-water 
lakes. By mid-July, many ponds and sloughs in the 
Houston area had dried up (Mrs. Norma C. Oates). 
Arlie K. McKay, an observer at Cove for many years, 
commented that salt water, low tides, and lack of 
rain had made a great change in the marshes; ponds 
were dry for the first time, and most of the trees, 
cane, tules and cattails were dead. At Rockport, Salt 
Lake was dry and few of the usual nesting birds 
could be found there (CNH). Most of the 8 ponds 
on the refuge of Welder Wildlife Foundation (San 
Patricio County) had dried up by the middle of May, 
with the result that all water and shorebirds were 
forced to leave (Clarence Cottam). 

Grebes through Spoonbills —Edgar B. Kincaid, Jr, 
commented on the scarcity of Least Grebes in lower 
South Texas and adjacent areas of Mexico during 
trips on April 21 to 22, July 27 to 29, and Aug. 
11 to 15. About 75 White Pelicans were present at 
Cove on July 7. McKay's previous earliest record 
was July 31. A Brown Pelican on June 24 was his 
second record for that month. He reported no 
Anhingas at Cove during the summer, and commen- 
ted that for the first time he had seen none in the 
spring. An abundance of Louisiana Herons were 
noted at Rockport during the summer (CNH), indi- 
cating a successful nesting season. This may be 
reflected in the unusually large number of immature 
birds seen at Austin since mid-July. A count of 11+ 
on Aug. 3 was very high for this inland location. 
W. A. Jerr, Audubon Warden, reported a highly 
successful season for the Roseate Spoonbill in the 
Houston-Galveston Bay area which supports the 
highest nesting population on the Gulf coast. Approxi- 
mately 1000 nesting spoonbills were counted (MAY). 
A new colony, called Rollover (on Bolivar Peninsula 
near Gilchrist), excited much interest among local 








ornithologists this season. Three years ago spoonbills 
started nesting on man-made islands at Rollover fish 
pass and the Intracoastal waterway (B. B. Watson). 
The colony has now grown to about 300 nesting 
birds. Concern was felt over the accessibility of these 
islands to fishermen and tourists, and there were re- 
ports of nests being molested. However, Jerr reported 
a very successful season for this spoonbill colony, 
and stated that the National Audubon Society has 
taken steps to protect these birds in the future. 

Ducks.—Three Black-bellied Tree-ducks, the first 
of the year, arrived at Santa Ana Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge on April 5. By the end of April, 22 were 
counted on the refuge (Luther C. Goldman). The 
season was about average for the small population 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, according to Wil- 
liam S. Jennings of the Texas Game and Fish Com- 
mission. Jennings told of a dead hen that was 
discovered in a nesting cavity which contained the 
surprising number of 26 eggs—about twice the normal 
clutch. Biologists estimated that the bird had been 
dead for 3 days. The eggs were removed and incu- 
bated. Thirteen hatched, but the chicks were so 
weak that only 5 lived. Fulvous Tree-ducks had an 
about average season in the rice country of the upper 
coast (WSJ), but none were seen at Rockport all 
summer (CNH), and for the first time in years 
none appeared at Cove (AKM). A steady decline 
in Mottled Duck numbers has been noted since 1947, 
apparently due to over-grazing, and draining of 
marshes on the coastal prairies. There are now less 
than 30,000 nesting birds in Texas (WSJ). Mrs. 
Hagar commented that she did not see a single 
Mottled Duck brood this season, and McKay reported 
the species unusually scarce at Cove. 

Hawks —John A. Alderman studied and made a 
photographic history of the nesting of a family of 
Cooper's Hawks and a family of Red-tailed Hawks. 
He found a nest of the Cooper's Hawk near Austin 
in mid-April and noted that the last of 4 eggs was 
laid on April 21. One egg began to hatch on May 22, 
and 2 days later 2 young were free of their shells. 
The remaining 2 eggs subsequently disappeared with- 
out a trace. On July 1, one young had left the area 
of the nest; the other was perched near the nest and 
flew clumsily to the next tree when disturbed. On 
March 10, Alderman found a Red-tailed Hawk's 
nest with 2 eggs near Dripping Springs (Hays 
County). On April 9 both young were working out 
of their shells. The young male left the nest after 
38 days, but was still nearby when the female first 
flew from the nest 5 days later. In 13 visits to the 
nest, Alderman counted the remains of 22 squirrels, 
6 rabbits, 1 rat, 1 Mourning Dove, and 1 Lark Spar- 
row. The White-tailed Hawk and Harris’s Hawk 
were incubating at Welder by mid-April (CC). A 
Peregrine Falcon, unusual in this Region during the 
summer, was seen at Austin on June 28 and July 4. 
The bird, an adult male, was attempting to catch 
bats at dusk over the Colorado River (WSJ). 

Gallinaceous Birds —The 18 male Greater Prairie 
Chickens that had their booming ground near the 
San Jacinto Battlegrounds (near Baytown) were 
absent this year, although about 30 were seen in the 


vicinity in December. Waters Davis reported that 
about 100 prairie chickens have occupied his ranch 
near League City, and it may be that this represents 
a population shift rather than a loss of those that 
frequented the San Jacinto booming ground (MAY). 
A family group of Scaled Quail, including 6 half- 
grown young, was found by L. Irby Davis and Kincaid 
near Reynosa, Tamps., on Aug. 11. On Aug. 15, Kin- 
caid found several broods of nearly grown young 
about 2 miles from Falcon Lake on the Texas side. 
These birds prefer an available water supply, but were 
apparently doing well under unusually dry conditions. 
The best Turkey hatch in years was reported in South 
Texas, with the high rate of hatch of 81/4 per hen. 
Some rain had fallen on this turkey area, which is 
about 60 miles from the coast, from below Falfurrias 
to Hidalgo County (WSJ). Some casualties occurred 
at Welder because of the drought, but Turkeys 
enjoyed a reasonably good season there (CC). 

Whooping Crane——An aerial count at Aransas 
Nat'l Wildlife Refuge on May 3 revealed 3 Whoop- 
ing Cranes within the wintering area. Two were 
adults without young and one was a single young 
of 1955. The latter was on Matagorda Island in a 
territory which had been occupied during the winter 
by a pair of adults with a single young. Refuge per- 
sonnel assumed that the young bird had been weaned 
on the wintering grounds. Joshua J. Harman, Acting 
Refuge Manager, wrote that this action was not with- 
out precedent, as a pair of young birds was weaned 
on the refuge in 1946 and spent the summer there. 
The young bird in question was seen on Matagorda 
Island until June 2, after which he vanished; he was 
located again, on July 2, at Flowing Well on the 
refuge. After his reappearance he was frequently 
observed on Mustang Slough and the nearby Intra- 
coastal waterway. He was last seen on July 17, 
although search of the refuge area has been made 
since by jeep, boat and plane. Sometime around the 
latter part of April, 2 Whooping Cranes alighted on 
the Ed Kirby ranch, 3 miles outside Lometa (Lam- 
pasas County). They remained together beside a small 
stock tank for about 3 days, after which one flew 
away. The other, an adult female, had a broken wing 
tip and could not fly. After the tank dried up, Kirby 
roped the bird and confined her in his barn, notifying 
James L. Chism, Bird Curator of the San Antonio 
Zoo. The bird was taken to the zoo about June 6, 
is now on view to the public and, according to Har- 
man, is receiving excellent care. Harman stated that 
it would be impossible to guess which of the win- 
tering pairs was involved in this incident, as 4 pairs 
migrated back north not accompanied by young, and 
the Kirbys did not remember the exact date when the 
birds were first seen. It should be added that the 2 
adults observed on the refuge on May 3 apparently 
migrated soon after that date. 

Jacanas, Am. Oyster-catcher, Plover—A Mexican 
Jacana appeared at Santa Ana Refuge on April 15 
(LCG) and was seen there throughout the spring 
and summer. Kincaid, who saw this rare visitor on 
April 22 at a pond near refuge headquarters, reported 
it to be a fully-grown bird in immature plumage 
—possibly a first-year postnuptial wanderer from the 
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Tampico area of Mexico where this species starts 
breeding as early as December (EBK). McKay's 
“bird of the year’ at Cove was an Am. Oyster- 
catcher, which he saw on July 7. He believes this is 
a new bird for upper Galveston Bay. Single Wilson's 
Plovers seen at Cove on July 7 and Aug. 11, and 2 
on July 28 represent the second-known occurrence of 
the species in that area (AKM). 

Doves.—A good hatch characterized the current 
Mourning Dove season, slightly better than last year 
—which was one of the peak years (WSJ). About 
234,000 White-winged Doves nested in the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley, a 60 per cent increase over last 
year. Between 30 and 35,000 nested in upper South 
Texas, about the same as last year. This year’s re- 
sults may portend an open season next year; how- 
ever, State game officials believe that 250,000 nesting 
birds are needed before an open season can be con- 
sidered (WSJ). 

Anis, Owls, Goatsuckers—The first Groove-billed 
Ani was observed at Santa Ana Refuge on March 10 
(LCG). A bird was singing at the resaca at Olmito 
on April 21 (Frances J. Gillotti, EBK), and on July 
28 and Aug. 14 an apparent family group of 6 or 
more—some of which appeared young—were seen 
in the brush at this location (EBK). This species is 
an uncommon summer resident in the Rio Grande 
Delta of Texas. A nest with 2 downy young Screech 
Owls was found on April 27 in San Antonio (Mrs. 
Frank Bluemel, Sr.). At Friday Mountain Camp 
(Hays County), a pair of Horned Owls nested in a 
cliff-side hole which they used the previous year. 
They were first seen on the nest on Jan. 31, and 
then until the young were hatched on March 6 
(FJG). On Aug. 16, a Barred Owl was found dead 
on Highway 81, less than 100 yards inside the north- 
ern Frio County line. The nearness of a live oak 
grove contributes credence to this locality record, 
unusually far to the southwest for this species in 
Texas (EBK). The Lesser Nighthawk was found 
nesting at Welder by the first week of June (CC). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows—An Acorn 
Woodpecker was identified by sight and sound on 
May 3 and 4 at Friday Mountain, 17 miles southwest 
of Austin. This is believed to be the only record of 
the species near Austin (FJG, EBK, Johnny McMul- 
lin). A Tropical Kingbird discovered on Galveston 
Island on June 17 (Leota Stillwell, et al.) is believed 
to be the first-known record for the upper Gulf coast 
of Texas. It was “positively identified’’ by Horace 
Jeter and Noel Perley who pursued it for about an 
hour, clearly noting the brownish, slightly forked 
tail at close range. Scissor-tailed Flycatchers had a 
good year at Cove (AKM). Crested Flycatcher fledg- 
lings were seen in San Antonio on June 14 (Mrs. 
Hazel Kush). At Welder, one with a brood of young 
was found in a fence post on June 5 (CC). This 
species was seen feeding nestlings at Beeville on June 
8 and 29, while a pair of Mexican Crested Flycatchers 
was feeding young on June 1. Fewer Ash-throated 
Flycatchers than usual were seen in the Beeville area 
(AHG). Cottam reported them nesting at Welder. 
In her yard at Beeville, Mrs. Geiselbrecht observed 
that Purple Martins raised smaller families than 
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usual. One pair had only 1 young, another only 2, 
and others 3 or 4, whereas they usually have 4 and 
sometimes 5. The first family left the nest on June 
18, about 3 weeks later than usual. All had left the 
yard on July 31, at least 1 week earlier than usual. 

Titmice through Shrikes—Tufted Titmice were 
nest-building in Houston on Feb. 22 and nestlings 
were hatched on March 21 (MAY). Black-crested 
Titmice were building a nest in San Antonio on 
Feb. 21. Immatures were seen on April 16 (FB). 
From Beeville, Mrs. Geiselbrecht commented that Ver. 
dins seemed to be everywhere. Mrs. Bluemel reported 
at least 6 pairs of Verdins in the vicinity of her home 
in northwest San Antonio. Bewick’s Wrens were 
nest-building in San Antonio on Feb. 21. Six eggs 
were found on March 10, and 5 young birds on 
March 29. Two more broods were raised (FB). A 
Long-billed Marsh Wren nest with 4 eggs was found 
at Cove on May 22; this pair was hatching another 
brood on July 7 (AKM). Mockingbirds were feeding 
nestlings from their third brood on June 8 in Hous. 
ton (MAY). A Long-billed Thrasher was feeding 2 
fully-grown young Red-eyed Cowbirds in the brush 
beside the resaca at Olmito on July 28 (EBK). At 
least one brood of the Loggerhead Shrike, uncommon 
in summer, was hatched near the Welder refuge. 
Young were able to fly by June 5 but were still 
being fed by the parents (CC). 

Vireos and Warblers—A Yellow-throated Vireo 
was seen carrying material to a nest at Austin on 
April 1 (Philip Campbell III, FSW). A Red-eyed 
Vireo nest with 2 nestlings and 2 eggs was found on 
June 24 at Little Thicket Nature Sanctuary (Vic L. 
Emanuel, Joe M. Heiser, Jr.). Migrant Black and 
White Warblers appeared in the Austin area on 
Feb. 19, a very early date (Robert K. Selander), and 
on March 2 one was heard singing on known nesting 
grounds on the edge of the Edwards Plateau at Aus- 
tin. Young were out of the nest by May 19 (PC, 
FSW). A male Parula Warbler was seen building 
a mest near Conroe on March 31 (Carl H. Aiken, 
MAY). Five singing males were distributed over 
moss-hung Palmetto State Park near Gonzales on 
July 7. One male, not singing, was helping his mate 
feed young on the nest (PC, Ada Marie Webster, 
FSW ). The Golden-cheeked Warbler was heard sing- 
ing in typical nesting habitat near Austin on March 
2, the earliest known record, and males appeared 
ready to defend territories by March 10 (FSW). Kin- 
caid found 2 males fighting on March 24. Although 
the summer home of this species—juniper-oak woods 
on the limestone hills west of Austin—has deterior- 
ated for many years by clearing of brush, and most 
recently from the drought, singing males seemed to 
be present in peak numbers this spring (FSW). A 
Yellow-breasted Chat, singing at Cove on June 17, 
was McKay’s first record for the month. 

Orioles, Finches, Sparrows——Hooded Orioles at- 
rived at Santa Ana during the last week of March, 
and were numerous and well distributed over the 
refuge area (LCG). At Brownsville, parent Hooded 
Orioles were feeding young in the nest on July 29 
—a fairly late date (EBK). Yramategui reported 
Cardinals nesting at Houston on Feb. 27, possibly 4 
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record early date for the area. Incubation of 4 eggs 
began on March 8; nestlings hatched on March 24 
and left the nest on March 30. Dickcissels nested at 
Welder and by late June several broods could be 
found daily. Cottam believes that none nested in the 
area last year. At Austin, the situation was reversed; 
whereas the population last year was heavy on cer- 
tain sunflower-covered flats, not a single pair was 
known to remain for nesting this year. Lack of ade- 
quate weed growth at time of migration this year is 
believed responsible (FSW). Seaside Sparrows nested 
in good numbers at Cove (AKM). Cottam reported 
nesting Cassin’s Sparrows abundant at Welder; they 
first appeared on March 22, were common by April 
16, and several broods of young were in evidence by 
the first week of June. This species was first heard 
singing in Bastrop County on March 25, and seemed 
more common than usual in adjacent Travis County 
as the nesting season started (FSW). Black-throated 
Sparrows were feeding young in the Beeville area on 
April 20 and feeding nestlings on June 22. Mrs. 
Geiselbrecht found them in the same small, isolated 
area as the year before and believes they are a per- 
manent resident. Two or 3 were seen at Welder early 
in July (CC). —FReED S. WEBSTER, JR., 4926 Strass 
Dr., Austin 3, Tex. 


PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—After a rather backward, cool spring and 
early summer in most localities, conditions became 














hot and dry during July and August. In general, 
conditions appeared favorable for nesting birds, ex- 
cept for the drying up of many small ponds in the 
Great Falls area. At Turnbull Refuge, Verner reported 
“a fine spring, which resulted in a very good early 
hatch of Mallards.”” His report from the refuge is 
again outstanding. 

Observers for the Region are as follows: for Boze- 
man, Mont. and the eastern slopes of the Rockies, 
Clifford V. Davis; for the Great Falls, Mont. area 
and the Little Belt Mountains, Tom Walker; for 
Missoula, Mont. and Ninepipe and Kicking Horse 
Reservoirs, Lake Co., Mont. Ralph L. Hand; for St. 
Ignatius, Mont. Earl and Lola Hiett; for the Libby, 
Mont. area and Melita Island, about 10 miles north 
of Polson, Mont. in Flathead Lake, the editor; for 
the Spokane, Wash. area, Stephen O. Stanley, and 
for Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, southwest 


of Cheney, Wash. and the Pullman, Wash. and Mos- 
cow, Idaho area, Jared Verner. Credit for other 
observations is indicated in the text. 

Loons, Grebes—A pair of Horned Grebes was 
seen feeding 4 young at Turnbull Refuge, June 27. 
Twenty-six broods of Eared Grebe, totaling 49 young, 
were observed at the refuge during the summer. The 
species was unusually common in the Bozeman, Mont. 
area also. Walker noted an exceptional migration at 
Great Falls this spring, with a peak of about 200 
birds on May 1. At least a dozen pairs of Western 
Grebes, mostly with young, were noted at Ninepipe, 
Aug. 1, where the Hietts saw one on Aug. 14. 

Waterfowl —Canada Geese were widely reported. 
They were at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse. A nest 
was found, April 24, on the Upper Yellowstone in 
Yellowstone National Park (CVD). The birds were 
reported nesting on islands in the Missouri River near 
Great Falls. Verner counted 24 broods totaling 92 
young at Turnbull, and 18 nests with 111 eggs on 
islands of the Snake River in Whitman County, Wash. 
He also reported a very good hatch of Mallards at 
Turnbull, where he located 100 broods. The species 
appeared to be in normal numbers elsewhere, with 
the possible exception of the Great Falls area, where 
drought conditions dried up many small ponds. 
Walker reported that Freeze-out Lake near Great 
Falls has been improved for waterfowl, as it is now 
possible to maintain a constant water level there. At 
Turnbull, Gadwall and Am. Widgeon appeared with 
17 and 22 broods, respectively. Pintail were noted 
breeding only at Turnbull (3 broods). Other species 
breeding there were Green-winged, Blue-winged and 
Cinnamon Teal, Shoveller, Redhead, Ring-necked 
Duck, Canvas-back, Lesser Scaup and Ruddy Duck. 
Several pairs of Wood Ducks nested near Missoula 
but the species was not reported around Spokane 
this summer. Three Barrow’s Golden-eyes and a 
downy young were seen near Okanagan Falls, B. C. 
on June 20 (H. L. Cogswell). A pair of Hooded 
Mergansers with young was noted on the Little 
Spokane River near Spokane. Broods of Am. Mer- 
gansers appeared near Great Falls and Missoula. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures occurred 
near Missoula, Manhattan, and Choteau, Mont., and 
Rockford, Wash. A nest of young Sharp-shinned 
Hawks was discovered in the Bridger Mountains 
near Bozeman in early August (Robert Edwards). 
Several Ferruginous Hawks were seen in the Bridger 
and Snowy Mountain areas. Davis located a nest of 
the Golden Eagle with 2 fertile eggs, in mid-April 
near Miles City, Mont. Walker noted about 15 pairs 
of Ospreys nesting along the Missouri River in the 
Gates of the Mountains region north of Helena, 
Mont. A young Prairie Falcon shortly out of the 
nest was caught and promptly released at Great Falls, 
July 13. A Peregrine Falcon’s nest was located on a 
cliff in the Little Belt Mountains on July 10. Two 
downy young were in the nest. Near Great Falls a 
Sparrow Hawk nest was located in a hole in the side 
of a 75 foot sandstone cliff. 

Gallinaceous Birds —Davis reported Blue Grouse 
in all mountain areas visited by him, including the 
Snowies. Ruffed Grouse broods were widely but spar- 
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ingly reported from the mountains of the Region. 
The European Partridge appeared to be increasing 
around Missoula, with coveys of 20 to 30 noted 
frequently in August. The birds seemed scarce at 
Great Falls. 

Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns —The Am. Coot 
bred abundantly at Turnbull Refuge (90 broods 
noted) and at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse. Killdeer 
were numerous, with many young, in the Spokane 
area. Verner noted a nest with 4 eggs on April 12 
at Pullman, Wash. Wilson’s Snipe was seen less 
commonly than usual around Bozeman. A few Spot- 
ted Sandpipers were out of the egg on June 21 at 
Turnbull. Old and young Forster's Terns were on the 
wing at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse in early August. 
The earliest report of young, flying Black Terns was 
on July 9 at Turnbull. 

Doves, Owls, Cuckoos, Nighthawks.—Mourning 
Doves were numerous as usual around Spokane. Hand 
and Davis report the birds as more common than 
usual around Bozeman and Missoula, respectively. 
Concentrations up to 150 birds were noted near Mis- 
soula in early August. The Great Gray Owl was ob- 
served in three different places in the Bridger Moun- 
tains during July (CVD). A yellow-billed Cuckoo 
was noted about 20 miles north of Coulee Dam, Wash. 
June 21, and a Poor-will, June 20 (HLC). Common 
Nighthawks appeared at Missoula, June 9. Eight nests 
with 2 eggs or young were located at Turnbull, June 
20 or later. The species seemed more numerous than 
usual at Spokane. 

Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Black Swifts were noted 
only in northwestern Montana, first on May 10. 
About 10 were seen in Glacier National Park at 
Avalanche Camp, Aug. 13 and 14 (Roger Eriksson). 
One or 2 Vaux’s Swifts appeared at intervals over 
Missoula. The White-throated Swift bred fairly com- 
monly along the cliffs of the Missouri River above 
Cascade, Cascade County, Mont. (TW) but Davis 
found them absent from their usual nesting areas. 
Rufous, Black-chinned and Calliope Hummingbirds 
were all reported, with a nest of the Black-chinned 
in the Little Spokane River area (C. Smedley). The 
latter species was noted elsewhere only at Libby. 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—Lewis’s Woodpecker 
was noted as far east as Garneil, Fergus County, Mont. 
(CVD). One was carrying food in the foothills of 
the Little Belt Mountains, July 13. The Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker was noted breeding in several localities 
of the Region. Young Arctic Woodpeckers were out 
of the nest on July 17 in the Bridger Mountains. 
Adult Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen in a can- 
yon south of Bozeman in June. A nest of the rare 
White-headed Woodpecker was observed near St. 
Maries, Benewah Co., Idaho, June 17 (E. Pettibone). 
The first occupied nest of the widely reported Eastern 
Kingbird was one at Bozeman, June 10. A pair 
of Western Kingbirds had a nest with young, July 1, 
at Warland, Lincoln Co., Mont. (TR). A nest with 
6 eggs of Say’s Phoebe was found under a bridge 
near Wawawai, Whitman Co., Wash., April 22. 
Seven occupied nests of Traill’s Flycatcher were 
observed at Turnbull from June 13 to July 24. A 
parent bird, apparently this species, was feeding 
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3 young out of the nest at Libby, Aug. 13. Western 
Flycatchers were noted in the Bozeman area. Western 
Wood Pewees bred commonly around Spokane, A 
nest of this species on Melita Island in Flathead 
Lake, Lake Co., Mont. was observed from July 19 
to Aug. 4. The eggs were believed to have hatched 
about July 24. The young had not left on Aug. 4. 
A nest of the Olive-sided Flycatcher was observed 
near Nine Mile, down the Spokane River from 
Spokane (SOS). 

Swallows.—The first record of young Violet-green 
and Tree Swallows out of the nest was on July 4 
at Libby. On Aug. 5 Bank Swallows were feeding 
young on wires at St. Ignatius. Rough-winged Swal. 
lows were unusually common in the Bozeman area 
and were entering nest holes the second week in 
June. Nine broods of Barn Swallows were noted at 
Turnbull between July 2 and Aug. 16. Cliff Swallows 
were observed in nests, May 20, at Bozeman and a 
colony of several hundred nested again at Great 
Falls at Giant Springs. 

Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Dippers.—Steller's 
Jay and the Common Raven were observed only at 
Libby. Young Am. Magpies in the nest were found 
at Bozeman the secund week of April. On June 24 
at St. Ignatius a young magpie and young Am. Crows 
were about. A flock of Pifion Jays was observed 
along the Madison River, near Bozeman, April 21. 
At Bend, Ore. a flock of about 10 adult and 20 
young of this species was noted; several adults were 
feeding young birds (H. L. Cogswell). Young 
Black-capped Chickadees left their mest cavity in 
Libby on June 1 and 2, the earliest reported. Moun- 
tain Chickadees nested in Bozeman and in a bird 
house in the Little Belt Mountains. White-breasted 
Nuthatches, scarce as usual, appeared only at the 
Little Spokane River and on Melita Island. The 
Red-breasted, reported more widely, was noted nesting 
along the Little Spokane (CS). The Pygmy appeared 
only around Spokane, failing to show up on Melita 
Island between July 7 and Aug. 4. Davis noted Am. 
Dippers commonly in his area, feeding young. Several 
nests were found in the Little Belt Mountains; the 
earliest contained young on May 27. 

Wrens, Thrushes—Young Winter Wrens, barely 
able to fly, were observed at Big Creek in Ravalli 
Co., Mont. July 10 (RLH). Verner located 3 nests 
of the Long-billed Marsh Wren, June 17, at Turnbull. 
About a half dozen young Rock Wrens were seen 
at a rock slide near Great Falls in early August. The 
Am. Robin appeared to have had an unusually suc- 
cessful nesting season in some areas, for immature 
birds seemed much more common than usual in 
Spokane and Libby during August. Varied Thrush 
fledglings, on the other hand, were reported only 
from the top of Moscow Mountain near Moscow, 
Idaho, June 9. Hermit and Olive-backed Thrushes 
and Veeries were widely reported. Veery nests were 
noted at Turnbull, June 14 (J. David Solf) and 
the Little Spokane River (CS). Three well-fledged 
immature Western Bluebirds accompanied their pat- 
ents at The Dalles, Ore. June 17 (TR) and a nest 
with 4 eggs was discovered at Turnbull, June 11. 
Mountain Bluebirds appear to be dwindling in 
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numbers. Davis remarks that the species is seldom 
seen in his area. Hand wonders if the starlings could 
have anything to do with the situation. However, 
Mountain Bluebirds appeared in normal numbers at 
Great Falls. Townsend’s Solitaire nesting, seldom 
reported, was observed in two localities: Logging 
Creek in the Little Belts, Jume 2, and East Pipe 
Creek, north of Libby, where a fledgling was being 
fed, June 21 (John Blackford). 

Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes—Adult or 
young Ruby-crowned Kinglets were observed at Boze- 
man, Missoula, Spokane, Libby, Melita Island and 
Moscow Mountain. The Water Pipit was found with 
young in late July and early August above 8000 feet 
in the mountains around Bozeman. Eriksson noted 
the species at Logan Pass in Glacier Park, Aug. 13. 
Five Cedar Waxwings, apparently a family group, 
appeared at St. Ignatius, Aug. 3. The first immatures 
noted at Libby were 4 on Aug. 5. The species was 
more numerous along the Little Spokane than some 
Two young Loggerhead Shrikes made their 
appearance with their parents, July 26, at Great 
Falls, and a Gray Shrike was reported near Twodot, 
Mont., Aug. 14 (CVD). 

Starlings and Vireos——The Common Starling still 
appears to be on the increase in the Region. Positive 
nesting records were obtained for the species in Libby 
and St. Ignatius. At Spokane an increase in nesting 
sites was reported. The Solitary Vireo was almost 
completely absent from the Little Belts, where it was 
common last year. Hand described the species as one 
of the characteristic birds of the lower north slope 
of Mount Sentinel, at the eastern edge of Missoula. 
The birds were also noted at Libby. The Warbling 
Vireo appeared more abundant than the Red-eyed as 
a city dweller. Stanley mentioned numerous nestings 
in Spokane. 

Warblers —The Orange-crowned Warbler was seen 
near Bozeman and Missoula. The Yellow Warbler 
carried away top honors for the most reports of nests 
and young. Audubon’s Warbler ran second, with 
nesting records for the Little Belts, Melita Island, 
Missoula and Spokane. An Oven-bird was again 
noted—up to July 14—in the Little Belts, in the 
same spot as last year. A nesting pair of Northern 
Water-thrushes was observed, June 17, at St. Maries, 
Idaho (EP). Macgillivray’s Warbler was found nest- 
ing in the Little Belts and at Rockford, Wash. (SOS). 
Yellowthroats were noted as usual. Hand found the 
Black-capped, June 30, at Cache Creek, Mineral Co., 
Mont. Am. Redstarts were common to numerous 
but actual nesting records were few. A family was 
noted at St. Ignatius, Aug. 5, and Verner found a 
nest at Turnbull, June 17. It contained 3 eggs -and 
a young Brown-headed Cowbird, newly hatched. 

Bobolinks, Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers—Bobo- 
links summered at Bozeman. Several nesting pairs 
were at St. Maries, Idaho (EP). Young Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds were in the nest near Three Forks, 
Mont. on June 7 and immatures were noted at 
Reardan, Wash. on July 22. Red-winged Blackbirds 
were numerous as usual. Young were in the nest at 
Bozeman, June 5. Walker obtained his second record 
of a Baltimore Oriole in Great Falls in June. 
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Bullock's Oriole was noted nesting near Bozeman, 
Spokane and Boardman, Wash. (TR). An immature 
Rusty Blackbird was found dead near St. Ignatius, 
Aug. 10. The Brown-headed Cowbird was found 
to have parasitized an Am. Redstart’s and a Traill’s 
Flycatcher’s nest and a young bird was being fed 
by a Warbling Vireo, all at Turnbull. On Melita 
Island, a young cowbird was following a Western 
Tanager. The latter species was very common around 
Bozeman, Missoula and Libby. Walker found a nest 
with young in the Little Belts on the rather late 
date of Aug. 6. 

Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks appeared at 
Bozeman, Missoula and Libby. The Lazuli Bunting 
was unusually abundant from Bozeman eastward and 
was noted frequently along the Columbia River 
between Oregon and Washington, during a trip in 
June (TR). A pair was noted nesting at St. Ignatius. 
Cassin’s Finches were carrying nesting material, May 
20, in Bozeman, where they were common. At 
Spokane they were less numerous than last year. Pine 
Grosbeaks were observed at higher elevations in the 
Little Belts and in the mountains around Bozeman. 
Black Rosy Finches were seen on Sacajawea Peak, 
Gallatin Co., Mont. the first part of August. Red 
Crossbills were common in the mountains surrounding 
Bozeman and on Melita Island. However, Hand had 
not noted the species around Missoula for over a 
year. The birds, including a family group, were noted 
in Spokane during the summer. 

Sparrows.—Many young and old Spotted Towhees 
frequented the Missouri River bank at Great Falls 
in late July and this species and the Green-tailed were 
common around Bozeman, defending territories in 
May and June. Immature Vesper Sparrows just able 
to fly were noted at Missoula, July 17. Young Lark 
Sparrows were reported near Harrington, Wash. July 
22 and near Spokane a week later. The species was 
scarce around Missoula, much decreased from previ- 
ous years. The Oregon Junco was common and 
breeding around Bozeman, Missoula, Melita Island 
and Libby. The first immature out of the nest was a 
fully fledged one noted at Libby, June 23. Twenty- 
two young of this species were banded on Melita 
Island between July 11 and Aug. 4. The Pink-sided 
bred commonly in the Little Belts. Eggs in one nest 
there hatched on July 14. Chipping Sparrows were 
numerous as usual, with many young birds in evidence 
at Libby and Spokane. At the heads of the creek 
valleys in the Little Belts White-crowned Sparrows 
bred in moderate numbers. They were abundant in 
the Bozeman region. Song Sparrow nests were located 
at St. Ignatius and at Turnbull—THomas Rocers, 
Libby, Mont. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—This season was hot and dry in 
general over this whole vast area of mountains and 
deserts. Since the Region is normally hot and dry 
at this time of year, this does not seem exceptional. 
However, almost all stations report exceptionally hot, 
dry weather in spite of the fact that weather in this 
Region tends to be local. What goes on east of the 
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Divide may have little to do with what goes on to 
the west, and the southern part of the Region has 
entirely different storm systems than the northern 
part. Because of heavy snows in the western moun- 
tains last winter, water condition at the refuges was 
excellent, and waterfowl had a very fine breeding 
season. Of course, we are involved in our usual 
problem: that the dates of this report do not cover 
our breeding season. The geese have long since 
hatched by June 1 while the Ruddy Duck season was 
only half over by August 15 at Klamath. The most 
interesting thing this season was the movement of 
Dickcissels (see below). 

Swans.—The Trumpeter Swan had an extremely 
poor breeding season all over the Jackson Hole- 
Grand Teton—Yellowstone Region. There were almost 
no cygnets from remote Bridger Lake (OKS) south- 
east of Yellowstone Park to Flat Creek along the 
highway at Jackson. A clutch of 9 eggs at Marys 
Bay on Yellowstone Lake was taken by a_ bear 
(Warkley). However, the Trumpeter has increased so 
that almost every pond in the northwestern area of 
Wyoming has a Trumpeter pair by now. There is 
a mew man, Mr. Greenwalt, in charge of the Elk 
Refuge at Jackson. He will be glad to show visiting 
birders swans and cranes, and the nation’s most 
spectacular scenery. 

Ducks and Geese -—We have some very precise 
information on the duck breeding season through 
some exact reports from Stillwater Refuge in western 
Nevada, Klamath Basin, Bear River Marshes at the 
north end of Great Salt Lake, Monte Vista Refuge 
in southern Colorado, and the Waterfowl Breeding 
Ground Survey in Utah by Noland Nelson of the 
Utah State Fish and Game Department. By air and 
ground counts Utah had a 27 per cent increase in 
breeding population of ducks and geese. This returns 
the geese to normal after last year’s decline. Southern 
Utah didn’t do so well because of drought. The 
northern Utah success is attributed to ideal conditions. 

William Reid at Bear River Marshes reports duck 
nests counted on 13 sample plots increased from 240 
last year to 418 this year. The most common nesting 
duck was the Redhead with a 27,000 peak reported 
July 3. By mid-August the southward migration was 
well on its way with the Pintail build-up amounting 
to 350,000. Leroy Giles at Tule Lake gives us some 
production figures for the Klamath Basin covering 
major producing areas: Lower Klamath, Tule Lake, 
and Upper Klamath, as well as smaller areas. The 





Redhead leads the ducks again with 27,205 produc. 
tion. Alas, the Am. Coot is the most common water 
bird with a production of 43,700. The other large 
figures in duck production are Cinnamon Teal, 19.. 
495; Mallard, 15,635; Gadwall, 12,670; and Ruddy 
Duck, 10,070. It would be interesting to print all 
the figures from Klamath and Bear River but space 
does not permit it. Dale Sutherland, the wildlife 
management biologist at Stillwater, reports that heavy 
runoff on the Truckee and Carson River watersheds 
insured an abundant water supply for Stillwater and 
by June 1 all units had reached maximum operating 
levels—something unheard of in those parts. It rained 
slightly twice during the summer which is about 
par for the course. The breeding season was very 
successful. The dates for the breeding season are 
particularly inappropriate for Stillwater as much of 
the hatching has occurred before June 1. Charles 
Bryant reports from Monte Vista in southern Color. 
ado that the Refuge is still growing nicely with new 
pond construction, and the production of ducks was at 
a new high. The Mallard is most common there with 
a concentration of 1500. 

Shorebirds—C. W. Lockerbie had ‘unbelievable 
numbers” of Willet, Am. Avocet, and Black-necked 
Stilt at Farmington Bay on Great Salt Lake on July 
3. This was the greatest concentration he had ever 
experienced, and since he has had more experience 
than anyone else in the West, it must have been 
something! He didn’t venture a guess as to numbers 
but it would have to go some to surpass the Bear 
River estimate of 15,000 Am. Avocets and 8000 
Black-necked Stilts, Aug. 14. Undoubtedly the Great 
Salt Lake sees the bulk of these birds. The only 
other competitor in this Region is Stillwater in west- 
ern Nevada with 1000 avocets, although they had 
8000 dowitchers on July 18. 

Owls.—Killpack had 5 Long-eared Owl nests at 
Roosevelt in eastern Utah in addition to the usual 
Horned Owl nests. All young had flown by May 20. 

Poor-wills —The Wyoming Audubon Society had 
Poor-wills at Devils Tower in northeastern Wyoming 
on July 16 on the open hillside below the Tower. 

Hummingbirds—R. G. Beidleman, Professor of 
Biology at Colorado University, reported from Rocky 
Mountain National Park several records for the Cal- 
liope Hummingbird including a collected specimen 
on July 30 (Earl Erickson). These are the first for 
the Park. The Rufous Hummingbird was more com- 
mon than for the past 6 years. Out in the real hum- 
mingbird country on the mesa southeast of Grand 
Junction, Mrs. Crews reported from Hotchkiss that 
there were swarms of hummers. Lots of people feed 
them there as much as a pint of syrup a day. The 
Black-chinned breeds locally and the Rufous and 
Broad-tailed are migrants. Lockerbie reported it was 
also a great year for hummers at Salt Lake, the same 
four species. 

W’rens.—Don Thatcher reported the Winter Wren 
from near Jenny Lake in Jackson Hole (Grand Teton 
National Park) in June, an unusual record. 

Dickcissels—Ordinarily the Dickcissel is seen on 
the eastern border of Wyoming only occasionally. 
This year there was a massive invasion with almost 














every alfalfa field boasting a pair of Dickcissels as 
far west as 10 miles west of Casper in central 
Wyoming (OKS). The Wyoming Audubon Society 
found them all through the eastern half of northern 
Wyoming and Mildred Snyder reported them from 
Cheyenne in southern Wyoming. This is a westward 
movement of at least 200 miles for the bird. This is 
an unprecedented change, as far as we know, and the 
reason for it is not clear. 

Grosbeaks and Crossbills—Beidleman reported 
Evening Grosbeaks with young at Estes Park, Aug. 
2, at about 9500 feet (Mrs. J. E. Schaab) and 5 on 
Aug. 18 at 8500 feet (Beidleman). The on again, 
off again Red Crossbills are now off again in the 
Colorado Rockies west of Denver (Beidleman and 
Thatcher) but were as numerous as ever in the Wy- 
oming ranges (OKS). 

Sparrows.—Thompson Marsh had a Fox Sparrow 
in song at Evergreen in the Rockies west of Denver 
on July 7, a very unusual record—Dr. OLIver K. 
Scott, 437 East 13 St. Casper, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—Hopes that this sum- 
mers rains would follow the pattern set by the 
heavy downpours received last summer have been 
dashed, and a gen- 
eral drought contin- 
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shiver localized lowland 
areas, rainfall has 
been deficient and in 
most places consid- 
erably so. Coupled 
with the low rainfall of the past winter season, this 
means that drought conditions are particularly bad. 
Stream flows throughout the Region were still at 
or near record lows, a state of affairs that has per- 
sisted for so long one wonders if they ever will 
recover. Forest fires of unusual number and size 
raged in Arizona during June. The weather has 
generally been warmer than normal. Despite the 
dryness, the breeding season for passerine birds was 
generally a good one, in the Los Alamos, N. Mex. 
area especially, where unusual numbers of young 
Red-shafted Flickers, Western and Cassin’s Kingbirds, 
Say’s Phoebes, Western Wood Pewees, Steller’s Jays, 
Mockingbirds, Western and Mountain Bluebirds, Au- 
dubon’s and Grace’s Warblers, Western Tanagers, 
Pine Siskins, and Chipping Sparrows were noted. 
Herons through Ibises—A small Great Blue Heron 
colony containing 6 nests was discovered on Long 
Meadow Ranch in the Williamson Valley, Yavapai 
Co., Ariz., July 22 (Heidi McLernon). Although 
Am. Egrets hatched eggs in 18 nests on the Bosque 
del Apache Natl Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., not 
a single young one reached maturity (Raymond J. 
Fleetwood). Fifty Wood Ibises were observed at 
Mittry Lake, mear Yuma, Ariz., July 18 (Gale 
Monson). A flock of 23 White-faced Ibises was 
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found at Tal-Wi-Wi, north of Litchfield Park, Ariz., 
July 1 (James T. Bialac, James R. Werner). 

W aterfowl—Two Snow Geese were seen on the 
Bosque del Apache Refuge, June 2, and an individual 
bird was seen there June 6, 7, and 29 (RJF). Another 
was noted in the Rio Grande Canyon north of Pilar, 
Taos Co., N. Mex., July 7 (Patricia R. Snider). A 
Black-bellied Tree-duck was collected at River Ranch, 
southwest of Phoenix, Ariz. and near the Salt River, 
June 3 (JTB, JRW), and another was seen there, 
June 5 (J. M. Simpson, Ben J. Clark). This is but 
the third Arizona locality in which this bird has been 
found. However, one must take into account the 
possibility of these being escapes. Scattered Am. 
Widgeons, Pintails, and Blue-winged Teal were seen 
on ponds and in marshes in the Phoenix area during 
July (JTB, JMS, JRW). A male Canvas-back was 
observed at Bennett's Marsh, 414 miles southwest 
of Marinette, Maricopa Co., Ariz., July 5 (JMS), 
while a female was noted at Ramsey Pond, 3 miles 
south of Marinette, July 28 (BJC, JMS). 

Hawks.—Two adult Mississippi Kites were found 
in a woods on the west side of El Paso, Tex., July 
31 (Mary Belle Keefer, Lena McBee, Carolyn Mc- 
Clintock). They were seen there the following day 
(Mr. & Mrs. D. C. Johnson), and were still present, 
Aug. 18 (LM). Mrs. McBee reasons that heavy storm 
conditions in central-western Texas at the time 
may have been responsible for the kites’ appearance. 
An adult Mexican Black Hawk was seen at a nest 
containing 2 young near Fort McDowell, along the 
Verde River, Ariz., July 4 (JTB, JRW). Desert 
summertime records of the Peregrine Falcon included 
the following: 2 at Little White Tanks, Castle Dome 
Mountains, Kofa Game Range, Yuma Co., Ariz., 
June 16 (GM); 1 at Four Peaks Dam, Kofa Moun- 
tains, Kofa Game Range, June 28 (Hal Irby); 1 a 
mile east of Tolleson, Ariz., July 30 (JMS, JRW); 
and 1 at Ramsey Pond, Aug. 12 (JMS, JRW). An 
extremely early Pigeon Hawk was seen repeatedly at 
Salt River Marsh, just east of the confluence of the 
Gila and Salt Rivers, Ariz., Aug. 4 (JTB, JRW) 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Scaled Quail were numerous 
in Big Bend Nat'l Park, Tex. (H. J. Brodrick). 
Arizona state game and fish department summer 
surveys showed that Gambel’s Quail numbers were 
at least equal to last year’s, despite the drought. 

Shorebirds and Gulls —Two Snowy Plovers at West 
Pond, near Imperial Dam on the Imperial Nat’! 
Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., July 5, were unusually 
early (GM). A Black-bellied Plover was found on 
the Bosque Refuge, Aug. 15 (RJF). A Common 
Snipe was noted near the Trailer Ranch, 5 miles 
southwest of Santa Fe, N. Mex., Aug. 13 (Louis A 
Stimson). A Spotted Sandpiper at West Pond, July 
5, was early (GM), at least 5 nests of this shorebird 
were found on the Bosque Refuge (RJF). Two 
Greater Yellow-legs had already returned to the 
Bosque Refuge, June 29 (RJF). A Marbled Godwit 
was seen at Ramsey Pond, July 1 (JTB, JRW). 
Neither the Am. Avocet nor Black-necked Stilt nested 
on the Bosque Refuge this summer (RJF). A Frank- 
lin’s Gull was observed on the Bosque Refuge, June 
15 (RJF). 














Cuckoos through Trogons.—A Yellow-billed Cuck- 
oo was seen at Roger Toll Pass (6500 ft.) in the 
Chisos Mountains, Big Bend Park, June 28 (HJB). 
Four Burrowing Owls were noted a few miles north- 
east of Yuma, July 18 (GM). A male Allen's 
Hummingbird was discovered in Chiricahua Nat'l 
ment, Ariz., July 8 (Bruce K. Harris). Single male 
Calliope Hummingbirds were observed in Albu- 
querque, N. Mex., July 26 (F. J. Freeman), and 
at Los Alamos, Aug. 3 and 4 (PRS). A male Rivoli’s 
Hummingbird was discovered in Chiricahua Nat'l 
Monument, July 7 (BKH). A male Coppery-tailed 
Trogon was found in Madera Canyon, Santa Rita 
Mountains, Ariz., June 9 (JTB, Allan R. Phillips, 
JRW); another was seen there, July 5 (BKH); and 
one was seen and one (sex?) heard, July 25 (JMS). 

Flycatchers and Swallows—Five Rose-throated 
Becard nests were found near Patagonia, Ariz., this 
summer (Florence Thornburg). An Eastern Kingbird 
was seen north of Aztec, N. Mex., July 19 (Betty 
Jackson). Three Cassin’s Kingbirds were observed 
at River Ranch, June 5 (BJC, JMS). A Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher was noted near Florida, Luna Co., N. Mex., 
May 26 (Bart Long, fide RJF). An Eastern Phoebe 
was seen at El Paso, Aug. 5 (LM, CM). A Western 
(?) Wood Pewee in New Mexico, near Canutillo, 
Tex., July 17, may have been a breeding bird (LM). 
Two pairs of Vermilion Flycatchers nested on the 
Bosque Refuge (RJF), further evidence of the species’ 
slow extension of its breeding range northward. A 
Barn Swallow at New River Pond, near Peoria, Ariz., 
Aug. 12 (JMS, JRW) was early. 

Nutcrackers through Starlings —A few Clark’s 
Nutcrackers were present at Prescott, Ariz., during 
the period (HM). A flock of 14 Common Bushtits 
was feeding on Acacia seeds at Globe, Ariz., July 11 
(BJ), and 2 small flocks were noted at El Paso, 
July 25 (MBK, LM). Bewick’s Wrens were seen at 
Globe after Aug. 1 (BJ). Blue-gray Gnatcatchers 
seen at Tunnel Spring, Kofa Mountains, Kofa Game 
Range, June 25 to 29, more or less established the 
species’ breeding in these desert mountains (GM). 
A Common Starling was observed at Globe during 
the second week of July (BJ). 

Vireos and Wood Warblers—A Yellow-throated 
Vireo was seen in the scanty brush about Heart 
Tank, Sierra Pinta, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Yuma 
Co., Ariz., June 4 (GM). A singing Tennessee 
Warbler was found at Patagonia, June 2 (FT). A 
stray Orange-crowned Warbler was observed at 
Tunnel Spring, Kofa Game Range, June 25 and 26 
(GM). A small flock of Virginia's Warblers was 
noted at El Paso, July 25 (MBK, LM). A Yellow 
Warbler was found at Cholla Tank, Kofa Mountains, 
Kofa Game Range, July 26 (GM). A Black-throated 
Gray Warbler at El Paso, July 25 and 2 Townsend's 
Warblers, Aug. 5 and 14, were somewhat early 
(MBK, LM). Surely a most unusual occurrence, the 
first of its kind in the area, was that ot a small flock 
of Red-faced Warblers in trees and brush on the 
west side of El Paso, Aug. 1. The scattered birds 
were estimated to be from 4 to 10 in number (John- 
sons, MBK, LM, CM). A lingering Am. Redstart was 
seen in Madera Canyon, Santa Rita Mountains, June 
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9 (JTB, ARP, JRW). 

Blackbirds.—Great-tailed Grackles were apparently 
well-established at the Alcalde Marsh, north of fs. 
panola, Rio Arriba Co., N. Mex. (PRS). A flok 
of 23 at the River Ranch, July 30, contained a: 
least 11 young birds (JMS, JRW). A pair of Bronzed 
Cowbirds was seen in Globe, June 17 (BJ), and 
young were often seen in July (Lyndon L. Hargrave 
Harold Marsh). 

Finches and Sparrows —aA male and female Black. 
headed Grosbeak were noted at the River Ranch, 
June 30 (JMS, JRW). A male Indigo Bunting was 
observed in the Chiricahua Mountains, Ariz., May 23 
(Dudley Ross). A male Lazuli Bunting was singing 
at Patagonia during the first week of July (FT). At 
a rain-water catchment about 6 miles south of Ajo, 
Ariz., 2 pairs of Varied Buntings were seen, May 8, 
and the following day 6 pairs and a single male 
came in (J. T. Wright). About 7 Evening Grosbeaks 
were found in Santa Barbara Canyon, above Penasco, 
Taos Co., N. Mex., June 23 and 24 (FJF); a flock 
of 6 was noted along the Rio Grande in Bandelier 
Nat’! Monument, N. Mex., July 30 (LAS); and a 
few flocks were appearing at Los Alamos in August 
(PRS). A Vesper Sparrow was collected near Fort 
Bliss, Tex., July 28 (fide LM). The Black-throated 
Sparrow seems to be extending its range in Arizona's 
Yavapai County (HM).—GALE Monson, U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, P. O. Box 1032, Yuma, Ariz. 


With this issue, Audubon Field Notes inaugurates 
a Region for Alaska. Because of differences in 
ecological conditions, we plan at present to print 
reports from various areas. These paragraphs on the 
nesting season in Mt. McKinley National Park start 
us off. 

In future issues we would be interested in pub- 
lishing reports from other sections of the Territory. 
Perhaps ultimately it may be possible to have a 
centralized Region for all of Alaska. This is an ex- 
periment. We hope it will add to the migration and 
distribution picture of birdlife in Canada and the 
United States. 


ALASKA (MOUNT MCKINLEY REGION).— 
The weather in this area was quite normal this sum- 
mer with much rain in June and the first portion 
of August. July was our best month with many clear 
days. During the past winter occurred one of the 
heaviest snowfalls on record with 4 feet on the 
ground, Dec. 26, where normally there are only 15 
to 20 inches. The winter adversely affected many of 
our birds as it followed the break in the high cycle 
of the mice and rabbits last summer. 

Loons and Grebes—Two pairs of Common Loons 
nested in the Wonder Lake area, each with one 
young (William D. Berry). Two pairs of Horned 
Grebes nested on the Deneki Lakes, two small lakes 
10 miles south of the McKinley Park Station, but 
failed for the second year to hatch their eggs. One 
male tried to build another nest but could not in 
terest the female (William J. Nancarrow). 
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WW uterfowl—The Alaska Range is a relatively 
high area with few lakes and swamps. As a result 
no large quantities of waterfowl nest here. On 
Dencki Lakes an Am. Widgeon @ had 8 ducklings 
on June 3 and 6 immatures on Aug. 15; 2 9 Buffle- 
heads had 5 and 7 young and all survived the sum- 
mer; 2 Pintails hatched 4 and 8 young and again 
all survived (Virginia M. Nancarrow). 

Hawks and Owls.—Both hawks and owls seemed 
to be very low in numbers this summer, probably 
because of the lack of mice and rabbits. Marsh Hawks 
and Goshawks were infrequently observed but Spar- 
row Hawks and Pigeon Hawks were common. The 
Hawk Owl, Short-eared Owl, and Horned Owl were 
hardly observed at all this summer; normally all 
three are very common. 

Gallinaceous Birds—As a result of the heavy 
snow last winter and the increased predation caused 
by the lack of mice and rabbits, the Willow Ptar- 
migan seemed to be at a low point. Few birds and 
fewer broods were observed this summer compared 
to the hundreds of families observed in a morning 
drive last summer. Spruce Grouse are infrequently 
seen now and the one or two families of Ruffed 
Grouse in the area seem to have been winter fatali- 
ties (Charles J. Ott). 

Shorebirds—The smaller shorebirds, nesting around 
2500 ft. and lower, seemed to nest in their usual 
numbers along the gravel bars (WJN). The high 
nesters—Hudsonian Curlew, Am. Golden Plover, and 
Long-tailed Jaeger, found in an area between 3600 
ft. and 4500 ft, suffered with the late snows. Only 
5 nests, compared to 15 or 20 normally observed, 
were located this summer (CJO). 

Gulls —For the first time in 9 years about 100 
non-breeding Short-billed Gulls stayed in the Sable 
Pass area (3900 ft.) all summer (CJO). 

Jays. —The first immature Gray Jay was observed 
flying on May 29th at Deneki Lakes (VMN). 

Pipits and Wheatears—The European Wheatear 
and Water Pipit are very common in the higher 
passes and a number of nests were located (CJO). 

Warblers —Black-poll, Myrtle and Black-capped 
Warblers all nested near the shores of the Deneki 
Lakes. One family of the Northern Water-thrush 
was often seen feeding along the shore of the lake 
(VMN). 

Chickadees and Juncos——The Hudsonian Chicka- 
dee and the Slate-colored Junco were common this 
year, with many more broods located than in the 
past (CJO).—WILLIAM J. NANCARROW, Mt. Mc- 
Kinley National Park, Alaska. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.— 
After a mild, dry spring, June had more precipi- 
tation than usual and below normal temperatures 
were recorded throughout most of the month. July 
and August, however, were generally fair. Tempera- 
tures averaged above normal and there was little 
precipitation. There were many days in July with 
temperatures several degrees above normal. During 
the month there were no days without at least some 
sunshine. Although the weather during the spring 


and summer was generally 
favorable for nesting birds, 
the severe winter, no doubt, 
decreased the food supply of 
many species. This seems 
to be true for birds such as 
the Band-tailed Pigeon that 
feed on berries. Several ob- 
servers noted increased num- 
bers of young of a few 
species, especially robins. 
Probably the warm, dry 
spring was a factor in this 
increase. 

Grebes, Petrels, Cormorants, Herons. —A. R. David- 
son saw 2 immature Pied-billed Grebes at Victoria 
on July 26. Walter Hagenstein noted 5 young on 
Aug. 4, near Seattle. Leach’s Petrels were found 
nesting on Tatoosh Island, Wash. on July 28 (Gar- 
rett Eddy, Frank Richardson and William Goodge). 
One nest contained a downy young. Pelagic Cormor- 
ant nests were started at Victoria by June 1. On 
June 24, newly hatched young were noted. They were 
still in the nest on Aug. 15 (ARD). Breeding birds 
of this species were noted on Tatoosh Island on July 
28. There were downy young in the nests. Green 
Herons were noted near Seattle on July 8 and Aug. 
9 (WH). An immature bird was brought to Mrs. 
H. L. Schumacher from Edmonds on July 23. Theed 
Pearse reported only 30 instead of the usual 35 Great 
Blue Heron nests at Comox. The young were ready 
to fly by July 7. 

Ducks, Hawks, Grouse, Quail—Pearse reports 
several pairs of Ring-necked Ducks were seen at 
Comox. They are probably nesting on small lakes in 
the nearby foothills. He states that Ring-necked Ducks 
are rare in the area and before that have been seen 
only in winter. H. L. Cogswell saw a female Har- 
lequin Duck with downy young seven miles east of 
Hope, B. C. on June 20. Young Ospreys ready to 
fly were noted at a nest near Sydney on July 30 
(ARD). Five adult Bald Eagles were seen on Whid- 
bey Island on June 17 (Zella Schultz and others). 
Two were seen on Vancouver Island on June 9 and 3 
on July 27. Pearse reports that Ruffed and Blue 
Grouse are scarce at Comox this year. A female 
Ruffed Grouse and newly hatched young were seen 
at Goldstream, Vancouver Island, on June 15 (ARD). 
A female and 3 downy young were noted by Mrs. 
Harold Skinner at Diablo Dam, Wash. on July 3. 
Young California Quail, newly hatched, were 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher on July 9 in Seattle. 
Young were first seen in Victoria on June 30 (ARD). 

Shorebirds, Gulls—The first young Killdeer were 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher in Seattle on April 25. 
Other young were brought to her on July 18. 
Young Killdeer were seen near Seattle on July 29 
(WH). Newly-hatched Spotted Sandpipers were re- 
corded by Mrs. Schumacher on July 16 at Seattle. 
More gulls than usual summered at Comox. Up to 
600, mostly Bonaparte’s Gulls, were seen on occasion. 
Bonaparte’s Gulls do not usually summer in that area 
at all (TP). 




















Owls.—Both Webster Ransom near Seattle 
and Pearse at Comox report fewer Band-tailed Pigeons 
in their areas this season. A downy young brought 
to Mrs. Schumacher on Aug. 28 seems to be a late 
nesting record for the Seattle area. The only nesting 
record for owls was a young Screech Owl about 3 
days old brought to Mrs. Schumacher on May 15. 

Nighthawks, Hummingbirds, W oodpeckers.—Five 
young Common Nighthawks were brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher in Seattle from Aug. 19 to 25. They 
were not common at Victoria this year. Two eggs 
were noted on June 22 near Victoria and one at 
Sydney on Aug. 7 (ARD). The first young Rufous 
Hummingbirds were noted in Seattle on May 20. 
Two left the nest at Diablo Dam on July 20 (HS). 
Three male Calliope Hummingbirds were seen at 
Allison Pass on the Hope—Princeton road on June 
20 (HLC). Young Pileated Woodpeckers were noted 
at Victoria on June 26 (ARD). 

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Pearse reported that 
the Eastern Kingbird can be looked upon as a regular 
though uncommon summer resident and seems to be 
making a gradual increase in the Comox area. Bob 
and Elsie Boggs reported the nesting of a pair of 
Traili’s Flycatchers in Seattle. The eg:s were laid July 

to 6 and hatched by July 20. On Aug. 5 the birds 
left the nest. Young were flying by June 23 at Vic- 
toria (ARD). A young Horned Lark was found dead 
near Victoria on July 7 (ARD) and adults and young 
were noted by Mrs. Lucile Kline at Blaine this 
summer. Young Violet-green Swallows left nests at 
Diablo Dam on July 30 and Aug. 3. Young Cliff 
Swallows were reported at Seattle on July 11 (WH) 
and July 19 (HLS). Birds of this species were still 
feeding young at Victoria on Aug. 1. A young Tree 
Swallow was brought to Mrs. Schumacher on July 15. 

Jays, Bushtits, Wrens —A young Steller’s Jay was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher at Seattle on May 20. 
A young Common Bushtit just out of the nest was 
brought to her on May 15. Bushtits are fairly com- 
mon around Victoria (ARD). There were no House 
Wrens seen at Comox and fewer Winter Wrens this 
summer (TP). There seemed to be fewer of the 
latter near Seattle also. 


Pigeons, 


Thrushes, Waxwings, Kinglets—Ransom noted a 
great increase in the number of young Am. Robins 
near Seattle. A young robin was reported at Seattle 
on April 22 (HLS). Flying young Olive-backed 
Thrushes were seen at Victoria on July 14 (ARD). 
A young Cedar Waxwing about 12 days old was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher on July 30. Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets, which are not usually found west 
of the Cascades in summer, were noted near Vic- 
toria on July 26 and Aug. 4 (ARD). 

Starlings, Vireos, Warblers—The only Common 
Starlings reported this Summer were seven seen at 
Cadboro Bay near Victoria on July 10 (ARD). A 
Solitary Vireo just out of the nest was brought to 
Mrs. Schumacher on July 1 and she received a 
young Warbling Vireo just out of the nest on Aug. 
4. A pair of this species began nest building on 
May 19 in Seattle. The young hatched on June 14 
(BB, EB). The first young Myrtle Warblers were 
noted in Seattle on May 19. Warblers, except Mac- 
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gillivray’s, were noted in usual numbers a 
this summer (TP). 

Icterids—Young Western Meadowlarks were fe. 
ported out of the nest on June 23 in Victoria (ARD). 
The Brown-headed Cowbird, which has recently en. 
tered western Washington, has now reached Van- 
couver Island. A young bird fed by Song Sparrows 
at Comox was last seen on Aug. 3 (TP). Males were 
seen at Victoria on June 23 and June 30. A young 
bird was seen at Cadboro near Victoria on July 15 
(ARD). A newly-hatched young was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher in Seattle on July 3. Ransom reported 
a very good season for Brewer's Blackbirds in the 
Seattle area. The first young bird was observed at 
Seattle on July 3. A young bird in the nest was seen 
at Victoria on June 9 (ARD). 

Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows.—Black-headed Gros. 
beaks were feeding young on July 12 in Victoria 
(ARD). A nestling House Finch was brought to 
Mrs. Schumacher in Seattle on May 2. Nestling Am. 
Goldfinches were brought to her on May 30. A late 
record is one out of the nest on Aug. 27. Young 
Slate-colored Juncos were out of the nest in Vic. 
toria by June 15. Nestling White-crowned Sparrows 
were brought to Mrs. Schumacher on May 25, 
Young were flying in Victoria by June 2 (ARD). 
Song Sparrows were observed feeding young in 
Seattle on May 17 (BB, EB).—WILLIAM R. GoopcE 
and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, 
University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 


Comox 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—During 


this period the weather in this Region, being nearly 
100 per cent storm free, is rarely of obvious signif 
cance for bird 
distribution and 
those of its as- 
pects which af- 
fect success in 
breeding are too 
remote in time 
from their con- 
sequences, except 
for excessively 
hot spells, to be 
detected by most 
observers. Tem- 
peratures this 
summer have 
been normal or 
somewhat below 
with no. really 
hot periods, as 
yet, so birds gen- 
erally had good success in breeding, except where 
populations were depleted by the severe weather and 
floods, or failure of food supply, of last winter. In 
the Willow Creek area of Humboldt County, where 
the Trinity River runs through a deep, narrow val- 
ley, all the spring and summer warblers, the House 
Finch and the Am. and Lesser Goldfinches were low 
to very low in numbers, perhaps due in part to the 
sweeping away of riparian growth by last winter's 
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floods (Robert Talmadge). In the area about Sunol, 
Alameda County, water conditions were much more 
favorable for nesting success than last year, a number 
of small streams and springs still flowing on Aug. 
20 (Milton Seibert). 

In the high Sierra Nevada areas breeding-bird 
populations seemed very scarce—at least this was 
true at Tuolumne Meadows, 8500 ft., Yosemite Na- 
tional Park, June 30 to July 3 (W. M. Pursell). 
Last year’s cone crop failure in the subalpine areas, 
coupled with severe weather and snow conditions, 
may account for low populations in the normally 
resident species, of course (but see below, under 
Corvids, for comment on those species which in- 
vaded the lowlands last winter). However, the cur- 
rent crop of cones on the Whitebark Pine, W. White 
Pine, and firs in the Tahoe area promises to be excel- 
lent, as is that on the pifions in the Virginia Range 
of western Nevada (Arnold Small), so no shortage 
of these staple foods should be evident in the coming 
winter. 

Loons and Grebes—An Arctic Loon at SE Farallon 
Island and one between there and San Francisco on 
June 3 (Alan Craig) could be classed as late mi- 
grants; but a Red-throated Loon at Moss Landing, 
July 13 and Aug. 12, and single Common Loons 
there on July 13 (R. D. Ross), at Santa Cruz on 
July 15 and at Pajaro Rivermouth, near Watsonville, 
on Aug. 5 (W. B. Minturn) can be considered only 
as non-breeding vagrants. Western Grebes arrived in 
numbers on the coast early, 33 being at Jenner on 
July 18 (Joseph Kittredge). Nesting of several pairs 
on the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge was 
noted until July 3, but no young were seen there. 
Pied-billed Grebes, however, produced young very 
successfully there, with a peak of nesting in late 
June and early July (Eugene Kridler). 

Albatrosses, Shearwaters, Petrels—Fully 26 Black- 
footed Albatrosses were behind a boat about 6 miles 
off Santa Cruz on June 19, and an estimated total 
of 30 was seen on the trip (Charles Wurster, Doris 
Wurster)—a really record number so close to shore 
in our Region. Three were dead on the beach near 
Watsonville on Aug. 5 (WBM) and 3 or 4 were 
seen on Aug. 7 between the San Francisco Lightship 
and SE Farallon Island (H. L. Cogswell). Offshore 
observations in northern California have been almost 
completely lacking. Hence the presence of 2 imma- 
ture Black-footed Albatrosses on July 16 and one 
on July 30, Aug. 2 and Aug. 9 at more than 3 
miles off Trinidad (D. Bruce Swinehart) is of in- 
terest, although not unexpected. The great close-to- 
shore flights of Sooty Shearwaters in July or early 
August are one of the amazing events of the year in 
central California. The peak this year was apparently 
early, a sudden maximum of 150,000 being seen off 
San Francisco’s Ocean Beach on July 2, and about 
40,000 on July 17 and thousands (in fog) on July 
28 (Betsy D. Cutler). On Aug. 5 only 1000 were 
estimated near shore in northern Monterey Bay 
(WBM), and on Aug. 7 between the Golden Gate 
and SE Farallon Island only 47 Sooty, 1 Pink-footed, 
and 12 unidentified shearwaters were seen (HLC). 
An Ashy Petrel was found dead on the beach south- 


east of Santa Cruz on July 5 (WBM). On the SE 
Farallon on Aug. 7 a 40-minute search for nests of 
this species was unsuccessful (HLC), despite its ex- 
ceeding abundance there in former years. 
Herons.—Adults from over 400 active nests of 
Great Blue Herons and Am. Egrets in a rookery 
south of Princeton, Colusa Co. foraged only close 
to the colony in June, but began to move into the 
Sacramento Refuge in numbers, along with Black- 
crowned Night Herons, July 1, about 160 of the 
egrets being there on July 15 (EK). A small heronry 
near Bolinas, Marin Co. which has existed for at 
least 6 years according to nearby residents, held a 
few large young Great Blues and Am. Egrets on 
July 22 (HLC, Grace Miller), 7 of the latter remain- 
ing on or near nests on Aug. 13 (GM). On the 
former date 12 Great Blues and 93 Am. Egrets were 
counted at nearby Bolinas Lagoon; and on the same 
date the colony on Little Marin Island in North San 
Francisco Bay held about 150 white birds, including 
some Snowy Egrets (possibly nesting there?). On 
Aug. 5 about 35 Am. and 75 Snowy Egrets were on 
a tide flat a few miles from this colony (HLC). 
Small numbers of Am. and Least Bitterns were pres- 
ent on the federal refuges in upper Sacramento Val- 
ley all summer (EK), and a migrant Am. Bittern 
“froze” in a shallow, concrete-bottomed pool on the 
Mills College campus, Oakland, on July 22 (HLC). 
W aterfowl.—A flock of 25 Black Brant at Bolinas 
Lagoon, July 22 (HLC, GM), was an unusual num- 
ber for the out-of-season date. Nesting ducks (chiefly 
Mallards) on the upper Sacramento Valley refuges 
are not considered to be very successful, the reason 
cited being predation by large numbers of feral cats, 
skunks, raccoons, and Norway rats. On the Sacra- 
mento Refuge numbers of Mallards rose from a low 
of 600 to 1800 in early June, as many moved in to 
molt; and another influx took place in late July as 
many nearby waters dried up. The first migrant Pin- 
tails arrived on this refuge on Aug. 1, their num- 
bers increasing to a normal 5000 by Aug. 15 and 
to 28,000 by Aug. 20, when over 200,000 were in 
the Tule Lake-—Klamath Basin (EK). There were 
some earlier flights noted near the coast: 30 on July 
16 and July 27, and 50 on July 29, over Sebastopol 
(JK). Fall movement of Cinnamon Teal brought 2 
on Aug. 4 to a Santa Cruz pond where they did not 
nest, but where 2 female Ruddy Ducks with broods 
of 8 and 7 small young were seen in early August 
(WBM). On June 11 several pairs of Canvas-backs 
were on Grass Lake, 16 miles north of Mt. Shasta, 
where several were also seen on June 17, 1952 
(HLC). They are not known to nest there, although 
the sparse marsh habitat seems suitable. 
Hawks.—Two pairs of White-tailed Kites raised 
young successfully near Glenn (T. E. Balch), and 
7 or more were foraging over dry rice stubble east 
of Woodland on July 21 (E. A. Albertson). Gos- 
hawks were seen only 7 times in 9 weeks at the 
Audubon Camp near Donner Pass, less regularly than 
during the past few years (AS, Charles Hines). The 
only brood of Red-tailed Hawks raised on the Sac- 
ramento Refuge left there in mid-July (EK). Golden 
Eagles showed increases in at least 2 regions: 1) 
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Trinity River and nearby ridges, where juveniles at- 
test some reproductive success (RT); and 2) Donner 
Pass area in the Sierra Nevada, where they were 
recorded 20 times during 9 weeks from June 24 to 
Aug. 24 (AS, CH), Talmadge also reports that a 
pair of Bald Eagles nested along the coast of Men- 
docino County at least until 1940, and may very 
well still do so since the area is remote and difficult 
of access. An adult Osprey was foraging over Lagu- 
nitas Creek near Point Reyes Station on Aug. 5 
(HLC). A Prairie Falcon was seen in lower Arroyo 
Mocho, near Livermore, on July 22 (Lee Stallcup). 
At the Audubon Camp near Norden, 7000 ft., one 
caught a Belding’s Ground Squirrel on July 8 and 
one was seen on July 13 over the same meadow and 
ski slope; and there was one over the summit of 
Squaw Peak, 8900 ft., on Aug. 26 (AS, CH). 

Ouail, Rails —Reports on breeding success of Cali- 
fornia Quail were variable, although most observers 
judged that numbers were up and young numerous. 
Such seemed to be true west of Santa Rosa (G. L. 
Bolander), at Mills College, Oakland (HLC), and 
near Sunol (MS) despite the fact that many pairs at 
the first two localities were seen all through the 
spring and summer with no young in attendance. 
Nestings were late near Willow Creek, where 3 broods 
were seen in August (RT), and quail were reported 
as scarce at Murphys (2200 ft.) Calaveras Co., with 
young seen only in early August (Mrs. J. C. Scoles). 
Three adult Mountain Quail, each with a brood of 
about 7 young, were seen within 14 mile near Packer 
Lake, 6500 ft., Sierra Co. during the week of July 29 
to Aug. 5 (Junea W. Kelly), indicating a good year 
there for this species also. A pair of Clapper Rails 
accompanied by at least 3 downy young were seen 
on July 22 near Pt. Isabel, S. E. Richmond (A. L. 
Curl). Florida Gallinules began nesting on Sacram- 
ento Valley refuges in early May and young were 
frequently seen there beginning in June (EK). An 
immature visited a small marshy pond north of Se- 
bastopol on Aug. 18 (GLB), the third record in 2 
years near the coast north of the Golden Gate, where 
they were formerly unknown. 

Shorebirds.—Several of the larger species of shore- 
birds were noted in unusual numbers as early fall 
migrants: Black-bellied Plover, 100 on July 6 and 
200 on July 21 at Bay Farm Island (JWK); Long- 
billed Curlew, 30 to 40 (this sp.) near San 
Quentin on July 2 (GM), 2 near San Francisco Air- 
port on July 7 and 25 there on the quite normal 
date of July 21 (A. J. Bennett); Hudsonian Curlew, 
1 on July 5 and 43 on July 23 at Bodega Bay (JK); 
and dowitcher, about 50 at Bay Farm Island on July 
6 (JWK) and at least 200 on July 8 east of nearby 
San Leandro Bay (HLC). Quite otherwise was the 
poor flight of Marbled Godwits, in other years re- 
corded in hundreds before July 10 and in thousands 
by July 31, the maximum numbers at one locality this 
year being about 100. Willets appeared to be about 
normal, even at Bay Farm Island where drastic 
changes in habitat still continue. On July 6 there 
were about 300 already present (JWK). Western 
Sandpipers, the most abundant species here, numbered 
about 230 on July 8 (HLC) and reached 4000 by 
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July 19 (JWK)—but this is only about half the 
number estimated here at the same season 7 years 
ago by the same observer. There were relatively few 
records of the less common shorebirds: Lesser Yellow. 
legs, July 26, one at Pajaro River-mouth and 4 (with 
6 Greaters) at Twin Lakes, Santa Cruz (WBM): 
Red Knot, 1 in breeding plumage at Bay Farm Island. 
July 8 (HLC), and about 50 on salt ponds near 
Newark, Aug. 19 (CW, DW, e¢ al.); Pectoral Sand. 
piper, 1 on Aug. 3 west of Santa Cruz, and Baird’s 
Sandpiper, 1 near Santa Cruz on July 26 (WBM) 
The phenology of shorebirds in the Central Val- 
ley of California is poorly known, and is apparently 
changing rapidly with extension of areas of “man. 
aged" water there. Two Spotted Sandpipers on June 
2 and 3 at Deer Creek, near Vina, Tehama Co. (Vee 
K. Curtis), possibly indicate that this species may 
breed in this low altitude area. At Sacramento Re. 
fuge, Am. Avocets had finished nesting by June 1, 
but many remained into August, when they foraged 
on the newly flooded alkali flats of nearby gun clubs 
After nesting in May and June, the numbers of 
Black-necked Stilts on the valley refuges climbed 
slowly, a total of about 400 being found on the 3 
federal refuges from July to Aug. 15 (EK). Long- 
billed Curlews also lingered into the summer at the 
Sacramento Refuge, although none are known to 
nest there: 53 on June 23, 40 on July 3, the num- 
bers then dropping to a last 3 on July 8 (EK). 
Greater Yellow-legs were rare at this refuge in June 
and July, but jumped to 60 on Aug. 12, while dowit- 
chers were completely absent through most of June, 
then rose erratically to 200 by the end of July and 
to about 800 on Aug. 20 (EK). Wilson's Phalaropes, 
not known to nest in the Sacramento Valley, were 
not found on Sacramento Refuge during June, but 
3 pairs and a lone male were there on July 7 and 
they reached a brief peak of 180 on July 22, after 
which only 20-25 were present (EK). In close cor- 
respondence with these dates, 6 Wilson's were on 
the sugar refinery ponds east of Woodland on July 
4, and 47 on July 21, but were replaced by 3 
Northerns on July 29 (EAA). An exceptionally large 
flock of about 1200 Wilson’s Phalaropes fed on one 
salt pond south of Newark on Aug. 19 (Golden 
Gate Audubon Society), far outnumbering the North- 
erns that were more scattered through the area. 
Gulls and Terns.—A very early (or late?) vagrant 
Glaucous-winged Gull was seen at Bodega Bay on 
Aug. 1 and 6 (JK). In the colony of Western Gulls 
at the SE Farallon Island most young were just ar- 
riving at flying stage on Aug. 7, but a few were still 
partly in down and at least 17 young of the year 
were seen 3 or more miles offshore between the 1s- 
land and the mainland (HLC). In their usual haunts 
along the outer coast, Heermann’s Gulls were below 
nermal numbers (BDC, HLC); but near the San 
Rafael-Richmond Ferry run they were unusually nu- 
merous, 1 among 7 there on July 7 (WMP) and 
among 30 on Aug. 5 (HLC) showing the prominent 
white primary coverts known as an uncommon aber- 
ration in this species for over 100 years. Juvenal 
Forster's Terns able to fly were still being fed at 
Bay Farm Island on July 6 and 19 (JWK). Two 





n Terns were seen at Pajaro River-mouth on 
(WBM). Caspian Terns were oc- 
casional all summer in the Sacramento Valley and 
10 were on Colusa Refuge there on Aug. 17 (EK). 
Post-breeding movement of Black Terns at Sacra- 
mento Refuge was evidenced by a decrease from 25 
or 30 to 10 by early August (EK). One was seen at 
Boca Reservoir, 5500 ft., Nevada Co., on July 10 
(AS, CH). 

Alcids —On July 31 and Aug. 5 Minturn saw 6 
Marbled Murrelets at Santa Cruz, where they are 
rarely seen in summer. Two Cassin’s Auklets were 
seen from a boat 5 to 6 miles off Santa Cruz on 
June 19 (CW, DW); and 1 and 2 were found dead 
on the beach SE of there on July 5 and Aug. 5, respec- 
tively (WBM). On SE Farallon Island on Aug. 7 
a 40-minute search among burrows and crevices re- 
vealed 5 containing one young Cassin’s Auklet each, 
the 3 well-feathered ones being banded (HLC). A 
Tufted Puffin was seen more than 3 miles off Trini- 
dad on July 23 (DBS). The greatest rarity of the 
a Horned Puffin, probably immature, 
dead on San Francisco Beach on Aug. 3 (BDC)— 
the 10th and earliest record, seasonally, for the state 
[all being of dead or dying birds]. 

Pigeons through Swifts—Mr. Wallace MacGregor, 
state game biologist working on pigeons and doves, 
reports (fide E. R. Pickett) that the statewide popu- 
lation of Band-tailed Pigeons is very large and that 
Mourning Doves are more than holding their own. 
A total of 502 doves were counted flying past one 
point south of Stanford University on the evening 
of July 21 (Masson, in The Avocet 3:26). A Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo, rarely noted in recent years in this 
Region, was seen in Yolo By-Pass on July but none 
was located there on two later visits (EAA). A 
Road-runner seen on Aug. 15 at the headquarters of 
the Sacramento Refuge, near Willows (Dan Willey 
and Wm. Newton, fide EK), was even more unusual 
at this valley floor locale. A Spotted Owl perched 
20 feet from a house in Inverness for most of the 
day on July 26, and was scolded throughout by a 
female House Finch (GM). A Common Nighthawk, 
a fare transient in the Bay area, was seen and heard 
over El Cerrito on June 25 (ALC). The Vaux’s 
Swift was found again (as in 1955) at Wright's 
Lake, 7000 ft., Eldorado Co. on July 14 (ALC, 
GGAS). Black Swifts were reported from 4 areas 
of the Sierra Nevada: 35 to 40 over Yosemite Val- 
ley on June 9, and 4 in Kings Canyon on June 14 
(RDR): 1 over Lake Van Norden, 6800 ft., near 
Donner Pass, on June 27 (AS); 2 at the nearby 
Audubon Camp on Aug. 17 (CH, Billy Lewis); and 
a flock of about 50 over the American River Can- 
yon along U. S. Route 50 on July 14 (Richard Stall- 
cup). Six were seen on Aug. 3 near the sea cave in 
which a nest was observed last year, near Santa 
Cruz (WBM). 

Hummingbirds —Nests of Allen’s Hummingbirds 
with large young were found to late June at Inver- 
ness (GM) and to July 8 at Prairie Creek State 
Park (Ken Legg). Reduction in numbers of this 
species at Willow Creek was attributed to the fact 
that the riparian vegetation, to which they are re- 
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stricted there, was washed away last winter (RT); 
but the population in the Bay Area also seemed low 
(JWK, HLC), with no such explanation applicable. 
At least one adult male Rufous Hummingbird was 
seen closely in southeast Berkeley, Aug. 3 to 5 (A. S. 
Campbell). Only 6 Anna's and no Rufous Hum- 
mingbirds were seen at Murphys, 2200 ft., where 14 
of each were present at feeders in July, 1955 (JCS). 

Wood peckers.—Pileated Woodpeckers were noted 
in the Sierra Nevada at new locations, including one 
on July 27 and 28 in lodgepole pine—red fir forest 
at the Audubon Camp near Donner Pass, 7000 ft. 
(AS, CH, et al.). Lewis’s Woodpeckers were found 
at several points near the town of Mt. Shasta, June 
17 to 19 (VKC); two were near Dos Palos on June 
15 (RDR), and the exceptionally high number of 
17 was counted in the lower Arroyo Mocho, near 
Livermore, on July 22 (LS). Yellow-bellied Sap- 
suckers were feeding nestlings at an altitude of 8100 
feet in deeply snow-floored forest along the Glacier 
Point Road in Yosemite on June 23 (WBM, W. J. 
Fitzpatrick), and 2 fledglings were seen as late as 
July 15 at Prairie Creek State Park (KL), where 
winters are usually snow-free. Two Arctic Wood- 
peckers were seen on the old Bridalveil Campground 
road in Yosemite, June 9 (RDR); but at the Audu- 
bon Camp, 7000 ft., near Donner Pass, none was 
found until mid-July, after which 4 were seen on 
July 16 and 25, 3 on July 17 and 19, and 1 on 
each of 8 other dates to Aug. 18, all foraging only 
on dead red fir trees (AS, CH). 

Flycatchers—On June 24 a Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher flew over El Cerrito at less than 100 feet 
from observer A. L. Curl and continued on south- 
westward toward the bay—the second-known vagrant 
occurrence of this species in this Region, and only 
7 months after the first (see Audubon Field Notes 
10:52). A Black Phoebe was seen on July 9 at 
Orick, Humboldt Co., 13 miles north of the prior 
northernmost record (KL); and on June 26 one was 
at the unusual altitude of 6800 ft. at Lake Van 
Norden (James Crouch, ef al.). A pair of Western 
Flycatchers at Sunol began building a nest on June 
5 from which 3 young were fledged on July 15 (MS), 
while at Inverness one pair had an apparently second 
brood of 4 young on July 14 in a nest in which the 
number had dwindled to 3 on July 19 and to 2 
thereafter, these 2 flying on July 26 (GM). Two 
young Westerns were still being fed at Soquel on 
Aug. 7 (R. J. Richardson). A male Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher was present through June, and possibly 
nested, at Sunol (MS), a new marginal summer 
occurrence inland from the Bay Area. At Mills Col- 
lege in East Oakland, Olive-sideds were last heard 
in song on Aug. 5 (HLC), while in northeast Oak- 
land some were still present on Aug. 19, though 
not calling much (Mrs. H. K. Trousdale). 

Swallows.—Fledgling Tree Swallows were seen at 
Prairie Creek Park on July 14 (KL) and on June 9 at 
Fall River Mills, northeast Shasta Co., where a young 
one repeatedly interfered with new nest building 
operations of adults by entering holes first (VKC). 
Occasional Tree Swallows were seen on Sacramento 
Valley refuges through the summer, but a post-breed- 
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ing concentration of more than 5000 was foraging 
over 2 ponds on the Sacramento Refuge on Aug. 
18 (EK). A small colony of Bank Swallows was 
discovered along Deer Creek near Vina, Tehama 
Co. about 5 pairs going in and out of burrows there 
on June 2 and 3 (VKC). At Prairie Creek Legg 
made a special study of Barn Swallow nests and re- 
corded 5 pairs with successful first-brood nests (of 
which 4 had second broods by Aug. 15), 2 pairs 
with first-brood nests destroyed (one of which re- 
nested successfully), and 2 other nests of young 
found on Aug. 11 (probably second broods). Per- 
centage of success would therefore seem to be high 
in this species here. Some late Barn Swallow nests 
in the Sacramento Valley contained young only half- 
grown on Aug. 16 (EK). Several pairs of Cliff 
Swallows nested in May and June in the unusual 
location of deep crevices in a road cut being widened 
by explosives on U. S. Route 299 at New River 
Bluffs along the Trinity River (RT). Purple Martins 
were feeding fledglings at Fort Bragg on July 10 
(Mrs. R. Coy) and in the mountains near Los 
Gatos on July 21 (F. Dieterich). At the colony in 
downtown Sacramento some remained on Aug. 16. 
considerably later than usual, perhaps due to the 
mild temperatures (ERP). 

Corvids—Three young Gray Jays were being fed 
by an adult at Prairie Creek Park on July 22 (KL). 
The request by the regional editor for observers’ 
opinions on the summer numbers of Steller’s Jays 
and Clark's Nutcrackers in their normal montane 


habitats, as a follow-up of last winter's great invasion 
of the lowlands, brought few responses. In Yose- 


mite Valley the iays seemed in normal numbers 
(WJF), but this is an area of high concentration 
anyway, because of the many campgrounds and 
available food. Fewer nutcrackers were observed in 
the Donner Pass area than in the preceding two 
summers, but up to 3 were regular attendants at a 
suet feeder at Soda Springs there; and the maximum 
number seen in the area was 4 on Aug. 23 at the 
Sugar Bowl (AS, CH). No nutcrackers were seen 
on three visits (WMP, WJF) to the higher alti- 
tudes of Yosemite (Tuolumne Meadows and vici- 
nity), but Fitzpatrick attributed their absence on his 
two visits to high winds. 

Chickadees Thrashers —The Chestnut- 
backed Chickadee continues to expand its breeding 
range east of San Francisco Bay, this year being 
noted carrying food on June 4 in a new area in 
southeast Berkeley; flocks of 3 to 15 were regular 
there in July (ASC). A White-breasted Nuthatch 
was seen flying steadily southeastward along the top 
of treeless sea cliffs south of Stinson Beach on July 
22, miles from any normal habitat (HLC). An Am. 
Dipper’s nest on Duncan Creek, 5000 ft., Eldorado 
County, held young on June 2 to 5 (RC). A Winter 
Wren, rare or local in the northern Sierra Nevada, 
was seen at Sugar Bowl, south of Donner Pass, on 
July 18 (CH). A pair of Bewick’s Wrens with 4 
fledglings were seen at Soquel on June 10 (RJR). 
California Thrashers nested successfully 8 miles 
west of Santa Rosa, far from any chaparral but 
where there was a supply of fallen apples, on which 


408 


through 


they fed for a time (GLB). 

Thrushes, Phainopeplas—A Hermit Thrush nest 
near Willow Creek, Humboldt Co. held 4 eggs ready 
to hatch on July 1 (RT), and adults were feeding 
fledglings at Fort Bragg on July 20 (RC). At leas 
3 singing males were present on July 4 in Redwood 
Regional Park, east of Oakland (ALC), a marginal 
“island” of their breeding range. The last one heard 
in song near Donner Pass was on July 31 (AS. 
CH); but one was seen on Aug. 20 over 11,000 
feet in altitude near Rock Creek Lake, Inyo Co, 
(RDR). On the treeless summit of Squaw Peak 
8900 ft., northwest of Lake Tahoe, a female Moun. 
tain Bluebird carried food to young in a nest in a 
rock crevice on July 1 (JC, CH, ef al.). A belated 
Townsend's Solitaire was seen a few miles below 
nesting habitat near Mt. Shasta town on June 17 
(VKC). Three juvenal Phainopeplas were found at 
the mouth of Arroyo Mocho Canyon, southeast of 
Livermore, on July 22 (LS). 

Vireos, Warblers—From July 29 to Aug. 5 at 
Packer Lake, 6500 ft., Sierra Co., Mrs. Kelly found 
the usual high altitude late summer concentration of 
vireos and warblers, consisting mostly of females and 
immatures and including Orange-crowned, Nashville, 
Yellow, Audubon’s, Townsend's, Hermit, Mazcgil- 
livray’s, and Black-capped Warblers, with some 
Warbling Vireos. Orange-crowns were common to 
above 11,000 feet near Mono Pass, northwest Inyo 
Co. on Aug. 20 (RDR), while near the coast they 
were detected as migrants in Berkeley on Aug. 13 © 
(ASC) and were still in breeding areas 8 miles west 
of Santa Rosa on Aug. 17 (GLB). In this latter low 
altitude locality several Audubon’s Warblers, in- 
cluding immatures, appeared July 30 to Aug. 1, a 
Black-throated Gray on Aug. 8, and a Hermit on 
Aug. 6 (GLB). A singing male Macgillivray’s War- 
bler was seen on June 10, northwest of Sunol (MS), 
considerably farther inland than known breeding areas 
in west-central California. 

Icterids —A Western Meadowlark was seen on 
July 23 at the unusual altitude of 8500 feet at 
Tuolumne Meadows in Yosemite (WMP). Hooded 
Orioles continue to increase and spread as a breed- 
ing species, and were seen feeding young on June 
9 in Santa Cruz (WBM) and on July 6 at a new 
location in Burlingame (Frances Wesenberg). An 
active nest was also found at a new location two 
miles east of downtown Oakland, the male being 
seen there until Aug. 1 (HLC). At Murphys, 2200 
ft., Calaveras Co. 3 pairs of Bullock’s Orioles which 
came to hummingbird feeders all summer, and brought 
from 4 to 6 young also, had all departed by Aug. 2 
(JCS). Fitzpatrick reports that Brewer's Blackbirds 
have increased to an amazing extent in the high al- 
titude areas of Yosemite National Park. Brown- 
headed Cowbirds are also increasing in the conifer 
forest regions, being seen on June 23 at Badger 
Pass, 7500 ft., Yosemite (WBM, WJF), 4 on June 
8 at Clipper Mills, 33 miles east of Oroville, and 6 
on June 19 4 miles north of Dunsmuir (VKC). Sev- 
eral contributors reported increased numbers of adult 
and young cowbirds in the Bay Area, west to Great 
Highway in San Francisco (BDC). 
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Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
seemed to be up in numbers and had good nesting 
success at Soquel (RJR) and in the Oakland area 
(HLC); they were feeding young out of the nest in 
\N. E. Oakland on June 28 and July 4 (HKT) 
and 13 miles southeast of Oroville on June 8 (VKC). 
One Evening Grosbeak was seen at La Porte, 5000 
ft SW Plumas Co. on June 8 (VKC), 3 to 4 on 
June 8 to 11 at French Meadows, 5300 ft., Eldorado 
Co. (RC), and 5 near Wright’s Lake, 7000 ft., El- 
dorado Co., on July 14 (ALC). Two Pine Grosbeaks 
were also found at the last locality (ALC), and a 
nest of this species near Norden contained 2 young 
on Aug. 18 (RDR). On Squaw Peak, 8900 ft., north- 
west of Lake Tahoe, a male Gray-crowned Rosy 
Finch was seen on July 1 (JC, CH, et al.) and a 
pair there on July 15 and 29 (CH, ef al.). On the 
15th they entered and left a probable nesting site in 
an inaccessible crevice, this locality being some 12 
miles north of Pyramid Peak, the previous northern- 
most known nesting area in the Sierra. Six were seen 
on this same peak on Aug. 18 (RDR), and about 30 
were foraging on snow fields at 10,300 feet, south 
of Sonora Pass, on Aug. 10 (LS). Pine Siskins per- 
sisted all summer for the first time along Great 
Highway in San Francisco (BDC) and at one south- 
east Berkeley residential area, where they averaged 
9 per day (ASC). Two young Lesser Goldfinches 
still begged food from adults at Los Gatos on Aug. 
20 (Emily D. Smith). A Lawrence’s Goldfinch was 
at an unusual altitude at Wawona, 4100 ft. in Yose- 
mite National Park cn June 23 (WBM), while a 
Red Crossbill in Yosemite Valley, 4000 ft. on July 
24 was the first ever seen at so low an altitude in 
many years of experience in the area (WJF). The 
female of a pair in Martis Valley, southeast of 
Truckee, on Aug. 10 was gathering bark for nest 
material (AS, CH, ef al.). Unlike the various war- 
blers and finches at Willow Creek, Oregon Juncos were 
normally plentiful there, a late nest with eggs being 
found on July 5 (RT). At Mills College, in eastern 
Oakland, young of apparently second broods were 
out of nests, July 17 to 26 (HLC). White-crowned 
Sparrows at Prairie Creek Park had young in a nest 
on June 25, in another on July 8, and were still car- 
tying food, Aug. 11 to 18 (KL); a nest with 3 eggs 
was found on July 23 at Tuolumne Meadows, 8500 
ft, Yosemite (MS).—Howarp L. CocswE.1, Dept. 
of Biological Sciences, Mills College, Oakland 13, 
Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.— 
Southern California wallowed in its usual summer 
doldrums as early as the middle of May. Tempera- 
tures in desert areas soared to sizzling high nineties 
and above late in May (which is to be expected). 
The nesting seasons in lowland and desert regions 
were as usual confined to the brief period between 
spring and summer. For the mountain areas with the 
better than average snowpack spring was somewhat 
late in arriving. In some of the shaded, northern- 
exposed and protected canyons summer almost never 
arrived at all. In general, nesting of mountain 
birds was about two weeks later than two years 





ago and about 
three weeks 
later (for most 
birds) than last 
year in some 
mountain areas. 
Air tempera- 
tures during 
the nesting sea- 
son ranged 
about average 

for the partic- 
: ular locality 

while _ precipi- 
tation was al- 
most nil throughout the Region. A few summer thun- 
derstorms tempered the climate in mountain areas 
from time to time in the San Bernardino Mountains. 
Crops of seeds, fruits, berries, acorns, etc. were 
moderate at best, but most species were reported to 
have had successful nesting. Happily this year fires 
were few and far between in the southern California 
mountains and indeed throughout the state. Of course, 
our most dangerous fire season commences in Septem- 
ber when Santa Ana conditions prevail. As was ex- 
pected severe fires raged during early September 
in the chaparral hills near Lakes Henshaw and 
Elsinore while smaller fires were springing up al- 
most as fast as others were checked in the moun- 
tain areas immediately north and east of Los An- 
geles. It was reported by Waldo Abbott of Santa 
Barbara that natural reseeding and recovery of 
more than one hundred thousand acres which burned 
near Santa Barbara last year was more successful than 
the artificial means attempted. At the risk of being 
redundant, your editor must again report on the 
“improvements” being effected in Newport Bay. At 
a visit made in early September, it was clearly ap- 
parent that a most valuable marsh and tidal mudflat 
area was completely buried under 15 feet of sand. 
Newport Bay, adjacent to Highway U. S. 101, is no 
longer tenable for the thousands of willets, godwits, 
“peep,” curlew, plover, and sandpipers which an- 
nually paused there on their fall migration southward. 
Mission Bay near San Diego and parts of San 
Diego Bay fared no better. Donald W. Moore re- 
ported that the settling ponds near China Lake, which 
formerly provided nesting and feeding areas for 
Am. Avocets and other shorebirds, have for the most 
part been drained and there was no nesting of avocets 
there this year. 

Loons through Ibis—A single Arctic Loon was 
near Santa Barbara as late as June 25 (Waldo G. 
Abbott). Very few bona-fide nesting records for 
Western Grebes in southern California exist, and so 
it is with extreme interest that your editor reports 
the following records. An immature flightless West- 
ern Grebe was found dead along the Salton Sea shore, 
June 13 (Ed. J. O'Neill). Western Grebes nested on 
Sweetwater Reservoir, San Diego County, as follows: 
nests were first observed on May 5 by James E. Crouch 
and Margaret Ellis; 9 nests were found on May 17; 
3 of these (containing one egg each) were destroyed; 
3 contained 4 eggs each and 1 contained 3 eggs, while 
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2 were inaccessible. The adult grebes incubated 
throughout June and were still present on the lake, 
July 12. No evidence of young (other than the eggs) 
was observed. On Aug. 22, no Western Grebes re- 
mained on the lake, and the nesting area was dry. 
Prior to this there have been but two nesting records 
for southern California (Grinnell & Miller: Pacific 
Coast Avifauna #27). No other summering Western 
Grebes were reported. Summer observations of pelagic 
birds were almost lacking. Some 4000 Sooty Shear- 
waters were feeding on a large school of anchovies 
very close to shore near Santa Barbara, June 25 
(WGA). About 100 White Pelicans nested on a small 
sandy island along the south shore of the Salton Sea. 
For some unkown reason the species abandoned nests 
and nestlings in early June (EJO’N). In contrast. 
Double-crested Cormorants, Common and Snowy 
Egrets, Great Blue and Black-crowned Night Herons 
nested successfully at the Salton Sea. It was estimated 
that about 800 egret’s, 10 Great Blue Heron’s and 
more than 100 Double-crested Cormorant's nests were 
occupied during May and June. An adult female 
Magnificent Frigate-bird was carefully studied near 
Seal Beach, June 27 (John Tramontano, Pat Gould). 
Two of the rare Least Bittern were photographed 
near Fisherman's Retreat, April 24 (Ethel West). 
Wood Ibises arrived about three weeks early in coastal 
southern California. Twenty-two birds were found 
at the San Luis Rey River near Highway U. S. 101, 
July 8 (Jim Lane, Fern Zimmerman, Francis Ray- 
mond). Four birds were at Lt. Maxton Brown Sanc- 
tuary near Oceanside, July 19 (FR) and some thirty 
had gathered there by the end of August. None were 


reported from the Imperial Valley this year. In mid- 
July White-faced Ibis nested in partly submerged 
growths along the shore of the Salton Sea. An esti- 


mated 30 
(EJO'N). 

Waterfowl—Black Brant were reported as follows 
early in the season: 3 at Malibu Creek, June 5 (R. 
Dudley Ross) and a single bird at Bolsa Chica, June 
28 (JT). At the Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge. 
a few broods of Ruddy Ducks, Am. Coots, and Cin- 
namon Teal were recorded as well as at other places 
along the shore of the Salton Sea which, incidentally, 
is still slowly rising. In August, a small brood of 
Redheads was observed near the Salton Sea and Ful- 
vous Tree-ducks raised several broods as in past years. 
The first brood seen, of 7 young, was observed on 
the Salton Sea Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, July 8 
(EJO’N). A few non-breeding Surf Scoters (10) 
were in the surf near Huntington Beach, June 28 
(JT). 

Birds of Prey.—White-tailed Kites again success- 
fully nested at the Audubon Center of Southern Cali- 
fornia, as well as having a generally successful nest- 
ing throughout the southern part of the Region. A 
single Peregrine Falcon was at Newport Bay, June 
28 (JT). 

Shorebirds—Small numbers of non-breeding shore- 
birds such as willets, godwits, Hudsonian and Long- 
billed Curlews, and Sanderlings spent the summer 
along our coast. Twenty Black Turnstones were at 
Malibu Inlet, Aug. 5, and were again seen, Aug. 25, 


pairs successfully reared some young 


while 12 were at the Ballona Creek breakwater 
Aug. 7 (RDR); a rather large number of non-breed. 
ing birds and yet too early for migrants. Again a 
Malibu, 10 Snowy Plover on Aug. 5 had increased 
to 50 by Aug. 25; 50-60 Black-bellied Plover op 
Aug. 5 had increased to more than 100 by Aug. 25. 
5 Hudsonian Curlews had increased to about 20 hy 
Aug. 25; Willets numbered about 60 there on Aug 
5 and had increased to several hundreds by Aug. 25: 
and Marbled Godwits increased from a single bird 
there, Aug. 5, to about a dozen in the middle of the 
month (RDR). These figures tended to reflect the 
general trend of slow shorebird build-up during the 
month of August as early southbound migrants 
swelled their numbers. Black-necked Stilts were re. 
ported to have nested at Bixby Slough in south Los 
Angeles (now a sanctuary administered by the Los 
Angeles Audubon Society) and at Bolsa Chica as well 
as many at the Salton Sea. Phalaropes of all three 
species were generally scarce in late summer. Only a 
single Northern Phalarope was at Malibu, Aug. 25 
(RDR). Even the number of 600 Northern Phalaropes 
at Upper Newport Bay during September (FR) was 
low. Wilson’s Phalaropes were very scarce. Only nine 
were counted at Upper Newport Bay, July 12; only 
100 (est.) were there on July 25 and none remained. 
Sept. 1 (FR). Forty birds remained until Aug. 23 
at Lt. Maxton Brown Sanctuary (FR). Apparently 
our migrating phalaropes came through during mid. 
August and left almost immediately. It is not unusual 
to see literally hundreds of phalaropes in our bays 
well into September. A single Wilson's Phalarope 
was in a small pond 16 miles northwest of Essex, 
San Bernardino Co., July 29 (Burgess W. Heacox). 
The only Baird's Sandpiper reported was a single 
bird at Upper Newport Bay, Sept. 1 (FR). 
Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns.—Only small numbers of 
jaegers were encountered along the coast in late sum- 
mer, perhaps reflecting the small Elegant Tern flight 
this year. At the Salton Sea, Gull-billed Terns, Cas- 
pian Terns, and Laughing Gulls all succeeded in 
nesting and rearing some young. Least Terns nesting 
near Playa del Rey were displaced by motorcyclists 
this year. Elsewhere, as at Bixby Slough they 
fared somewhat better, yet these birds are under 
constant pressure from recreationists. Caspian Terns 
nested successfully near San Diego and seemed quite 
abundant everywhere along the coast in late sum- 
mer. The annual Elegant Tern flight appeared to be 
one of the smallest in years. Observations were as 
follows: no Elegant Terns were reported from San 
Diego until the first week of September; 2 birds were 
reported from Malibu, Aug. 25 (RDR); and 6 birds 
were at Playa del Rey, Sept. 3 (Ep.). Small groups 
of fewer than 10 birds were reported coastwise as far 
south as Oceanside during early September. Almost 
no Black Terns were reported during late summer. 
Doves, Goatsuckers, Hummingbirds —A_ few 
Ringed Turtle Doves were reported from near San 
Diego, July 14 (Maureen J. Heraty). A pair of 
Mexican Ground Doves was near Corona, April 22 
(Norman H. Mellor). Mourning and White-winged 
Doves were reported to have brought off many young 
in the Mecca—Palm Springs area (Cecelia Foulkes). 
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A single (Pacific) Common Nighthawk was over 
Pacific Palisades, Aug. 24 (RDR). A few southbound 
Rufous Hummingbirds were seen in and about gar- 
dens in late July and early August while most of the 
Allen's Hummingbirds had departed by the third 
week of that month. Alma Stultz, Director of the 
Audubon Center of Southern California, reported that 
her hummingbird population had doubled over last 
year. Calliope Hummingbirds had departed from 
mountain areas by the third week of August this year. 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—Nesting of most small 
landbirds was about normal. Both Western and Cas- 
sin's Kingbirds nested at the Audubon Center of 
Southern California (AS). Violet-green Swallows (6) 
nested at the Tucker Bird Sanctuary in Modjeska 
Canyon on June 30—rather unusual for a mountain- 
dwelling summer visitant (fide JT). Six Purple Mar- 
tin nests were noted at De Luz, July 8 (JL, FZ, FR). 

Jays, Magpies, Thrushes—A nest of the Steller’s 
Jay was found in Redlands (elev. 1500 ft.) at Sylvan 
Park. This species ordinarily nests in the Transition 
and Canadian Zones but was here nesting in the 
Upper Sonoran Zone (fide JDG). Unusual is the re- 
port of a Yellow-billed Magpie seen near San Fer- 
nando between San Fernando Road and Sepulveda 
Blvd., Aug. 7 (Mrs. Edna Fichtel, fide AS). Russet- 
backed (Olive-backed) Thrushes were reported as 
almost abundant as nesting birds near De Luz in late 
spring (May) (Jim Lane, fide FR). About 15 pairs 
were noted nesting in Holy Jim Canyon, June 28 
(JL, FZ, Alice Zimmerman). 

Phainopeplas, Starlings, Vireos.—At least 60 Phain- 
opeplas were counted along a quarter-mile stretch 
of road near De Luz, July 8 (FZ, AZ, JL, FR) while 
more than 100 birds congregated near Modjeska 
Canyon in early September (Josephine Bull, fide FR). 
An interesting report was just received of a flock of 
more than 100 Common Starlings in the fields near 
Furnace Creek Ranch in Death Valley, Nov. 24, 1955 
(L. A. Shelton). Gray Vireos may still be seen along 
the Oak Spring Road near Phelan in June and July 
(RDR). 

Warblers, Orioles, Blackbirds Extremely inter- 
esting is the report by John D. Goodman of a sing- 


ing male Nashville Warbler in Snow Creek Canyon 
of the San Bernardino Mountains during June and 
July. This species is not known to nest south of 
Greenhorn Mountain in the southern Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. An adult female and 2 young birds were 
found in this area together with a singing male 
(same bird?) on July 23, but no nest was found. It 
has been suspected that Nashville Warblers nest in 
these mountains because of similar reports in years 
past from here and also from the Mount Pinos 
area, but no nest has as yet been found. All but one 
immature Bullock's Oriole had gone from the Audu- 
bon Center of Southern California by Sept. 1 (AS) 
and this was indicative of the entire Region. A single 
male Yellow-headed Blackbird was found among a 
flock of Brewer's Blackbirds 10 miles west of Needles, 
July 13 (BWH) and a pair was near Essex, July 17. 
D. W. Moore of China Lake reported a great influx 
of cowbirds during the summer. 

Tanagers, Finches, Sparrows.—A Western Tanager 
nest was found in Holy Jim Canyon, June 28 (JL, 
FZ, AZ) which is a rather low elevation. Nesting of 
Cardinals and Black-headed Grosbeaks was about nor- 
mal in the San Gabriel River Valley (AS). Evening 
Grosbeaks were reported as numerous near Idyllwild 
in April (fide NHM) and 2 were at a feeding station 
there, Aug. 25 (EW). A pair of Red Crossbills was 
seen just below the summit of Mount San Jacinto, 
Aug. 2 (JT). Black-chinned Sparrows nested in good 
numbers near Modjeska Canyon this year and several 
have come to the bird baths there (fide FR). The 
nest of a White-crowned Sparrow (Zonatrichia leu- 
cophrys oriantha?) was found by J. D. Goodman in 
South Fork Meadows on the north slope of Mount 
San Gorgonio, July 24. The nest was situated at the 
base of a Veratrum and contained two young. The 
singing male had been located in that area, July 19. 
This is most interesting since this species is not 
known to breed south of the central Sierra Nevadas. 
Competent field work in the San Bernardino Moun- 
tains by Dr. Goodman is disclosing interesting pos- 
sibilities of breeding birds hitherto overlooked or 
perhaps recently developed—ARNOLD SMALL, 5838 
W. 88th St., Los Angeles 45, Calif. 





CORNELL BRANT-BANDING PROJECT 


During the past summer, Cornell University and the Canadian Wildlife Service sponsored an expedition 


to Southampton Island, Northwest Territories, Canada, to study American Brant on their tundra nesting 
grounds. As a part of this project, 1500 brant were banded with U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service leg-bands; 
several hundred were also given yellow plastic neck-bands, fastened by a slip-proof falconer’s knot, with a 
4-inch streamer. This is usually seen hanging down in front of the bird or sticking out in back. With binoc- 
ulars the brilliant yellow bands are usually visible up to one mile. It is hoped to obtain sight records of these 
neck-banded brant on migration and on the wintering grounds through the coming fall, winter and next 
spring. The following information is desired: 1, date neck-banded brant are seen; 2, number with neck 
bands; 3, total number in flock; 4, location; 5, additional observations of unmarked brant this fall. 

A summary of the information obtained from these observations will be sent to each person contributing 
records. Such records of marked and unmarked brant should be sent to: Thomas W. Barry, Conservation 
Department, Fernow Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RULES 


READ CAREFULLY! 


REPORTS NOT ADHERING TO 
RULES WILL BE REJECTED 


1. Report forms supplied by Audubon Field 
Notes must be used. Any other presentation will be 
returned. If a compiler has not received a form one 
month before count week, he should request one. 


2. These forms will be used by the printer. You 
are submitting a manuscript so do a neat and careful 
job. After each species positively identified indicate 
the number of individuals recorded. Do not include 
birds found dead. Then, using a red pencil, draw a 
heavy line through each species not recorded. Type, 
or print clearly, indicating distinctly letters to be 
capitalized—this is especially important in the intro- 
juctory, descriptive material. Condense introductory 
material as much as clarity permits and place in- 
formation in the correct space allotted in the 
form. 


3. A count area must fill (preferably) or fit 
within a 15-mile diameter circle. Compilers should 
recheck areas as the editor must reject any exceeding 
the prescribed limits. 


4. Counts must be made during the period as 
announced each year in Audubon Field Notes and 
must cover only one calendar day. Reports not reach- 
ing the National Audubon Society, 1130 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 28, New York, by January 15th cannot 
be accepted. 


5. Dawn to dusk or longer counts are preferred and 
those of less than 8 hours duration (except in 
Arctic areas or on pelagic counts) will not be 
printed. 


6. Birds whose occurrence is of special interest 
should be underscored with a wavy line to indicate 
boldface type. Should abundance be the noteworthy 
item underscore only the number recorded. If birds 


unusual for your area around Christmas are reported, 
a sheet must accompany the report giving satis. 
factory details of such observations. 


= 


The ruled lines at the end of the form are to be 
used only for: 


1. Species not seen on count day but during 
official count period (list species, but not 
dates or numbers). 

. All participants who have paid their $.50 
fee listed alphabetically. Do not place ad- 
dresses here—a separate sheet listing all par- 
ticipants and addrvsses is required for Audu- 
bon House files. 


8 Do not initiate a new count in an area near one 
already established (established counts have priority). 
Preferably help a nearby group make a more thorough 
count. Compilers of established counts should check 
neighboring ones to make sure there is no duplication 
of territory covered. The editor must reject counts 
where overlapping occurs. 


9. Before starting a report, it is suggested that the 
compiler place the preceding issue of the Christmas 
Bird Count before him and use it as a guide. Before 
mailing the form, recheck to make sure everything is 
correct and no items omitted. Please double-check 
your addition of (1) number of species seen; (2) 
number of individual birds seen; (3) number of per- 
sons participating in the count. 


10. Because of skyrocketing costs, Audubon Field 
Notes finds it necessary to ask every observer to 
pay an entry fee of $.50 (fifty cents) for each count 
in which he participates. It is the compiler’s respon- 
sibility to send in with his report $.50 (fifty cents) 
for each participant whose name is listed at the end 
of the count. 








Christmas Count Dates 


December 22-January 1 
(deadline for copy—January 15) 











